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CHANGES IN THE VALUE OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORS SALES, DECEMBER, 1936 


In recent years the Dominion Bureau of Statistics has published monthly indexes 
of retail sales based on reports received from department and chain stores. The sales 
figures for these types of stores are influenced by the predominance of large urban cen- 
tres. There was need of an index measuring more specifically sales in rural communities, | 
This is now available in statistics just issued showing changes in the value of retail 
sales in country general stores. 


Retail sales of general merchandise stores in small towns and rural areas for 
December, 1936, showed increases over Decembex, 1935, in all sections of Ontario and the 
Prairie Provinces, according to data submitted by almost 400 independent country general 
stores located in these provinces. Increases over December, 1935, varied greatly for 
different regions and ranged fron 2.8 per cent for Western Ontario to 21.1 per cent for 
the northern sections of Alberta. Increases for the various divisions for which figures 
are available are as follows: Ontario East, 7.5 peco.; Ontario North, 6.2 p.c.; Ontario 
West, 2.8 p.c.; Manitoba, 15.5 p.c.; Saskatchewan North, 15.8 p.c.; Saskatchewan South, 
Bac p.c.; Alberta North, 21.1 p.c., and Alberta South, 5.0 p.c. 


These increases for December are in marked contrast with the decreases shown 
for all regions except Ontario East in the corresponding comparison for November, 1936, 
with November, 1935. In this comparison, decreases below 1935 ranging from 1.6 per cent 
for Ontario North to 15.8 per cent for Alberta South were recorded. Percentage changes 
for each of the other divisions are shown in the table, 


Such calendar month comparisons of retail sales are largely influenced not only 
by differences in numbers of business days but also by the » currence of varying numbers 
of Saturdays in different months, There were 26 business days in November, 1935, and 
these included 5 Saturdays; there were 25 business days in November, 1936, with only 4 
Saturdays. The two Decembers were alike in respect of number of business days and number 
of Saturdays, As no adjustments are yet available for number of business days, the vary~ 
ing sales importance of week days or for seasonal variations, these factors must be kept 
in mind when interpreting the percentage changes in sales as reported by country general 
stores, 


Sales in Ontario Hast cover all that portion of the province lying east of York 
and Simcoe counties and south of Nipissing and Parry Sound; Ontario West includes York 
and Simcoe and all counties west; Ontario North includes all the northern part of the 
province. Saskatchewan South includes Weyburn and that section of the province lying 
south of a line extending from Moose Jaw north-westward to Lloydminster, Saskatchewan 
North includes the remainder of the province. Alberta is divided into two districts by a 
line passing east and west slightly to the north of Wetaskiwin, 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, 


November and December, 1935 and 1936, by Regions 


December 1936 
December 19! 


Regions Number of | Per cent || Number of| Per cent 
stores | change in stores change in 
| reporting | sales || reportin Sales 


Daterlo ast, «+4 Kew 38 + 2,6 41 
" North e6eece0.0 38 gs 16 41 
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. Total cesece oe LOT a ay 116 
Manitoba, Total aeeon0e 52 <a 625 47 
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° South «soo 50 pot EN 43 

u Total eo° 92 -10.7 90 
Alberta North 46.655, 47 ~14.7 58 
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CHANGES IN THE VALUE OF COUNTRY GENZRAL STORE SALES, JANUARY, 1937 


Retail sales of general merchandise stores in small towns and rural areas 
registered moderate gains in January, 1937, compared with the same month a year ago 
in all sections of Ontario and the Prairie Provinces. Increases over January, 1936, 
varied considerably for different regions, the percentage changes ranging from an in- 
crease of .7 per cent for the southern part of Alberta to an increase of 16.3 per 
cent for the eastern part of Ontario. Increases for the various divisions for which 
figures are available are as follows: Ontario Hast, L6. > pecs Ontario North,~ 10.2 
pec.; Ontario West, 1.2 p.c.; Manitoba, 8.0 p.c.; Saskatchewan North, 5.7 p.co; 
Saskatchewan South, 5.9 p.c.; Alberta North, 10.3 p.c., and Alberta South, .7 p.c. 


These percentage changes are based upon returns sent in by approximately 
400 country general stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas of Ontario 
and the Prairie Provinces. Similar data for the other provinces of the Dominion will 
be published in the near future. 


Calendar-month comparisons of retail sales are largely influenced not only 
by differences in numbers of business days but also by the occurrence of varying 
numbers of Saturdays in different months. There were 26 business days in January, 
1936, and these included four Saturdays. There were only 25 business days in Janu- 
ary of this year but these included five Saturdays. As no adjustments are yet 
available for number of business days, the varying sales importance of week days or 
for seasonal variations, these factors must be kept in mind when interpreting the 
percentage changes in sales as reported by country general stores, 


Sales in Ontario Hast cover all that portion cf the province lying east 
of York and Simcoe counties and south of Nipissing and Parry Sound; Ontario West 
includes York and Simcoe and all counties west; Ontario North includes all the 
northern part of the province, Saskatchewan South includes Weyburn and that sec- 
tion of the province lying south of a line extending from Moose Jaw north-westward 
to Lloydminster. Saskatchewan North includes the remainder of the province. 
Alberta is divided into two districts by a line passing east and west slightly to 
the north of Wetaskiwin. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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January, 1937 


| November 1936 December 1936 
November 19 December 1935 January 1936 
Regions Number of|Per centi| Number of|Per cent} Number of |Per cent 
eeres[ohange in stores |change in stores {change in 
H reporting Sales {| reportin 
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at South -11.3 43 + 5,8 
be Total -10,7 90 +11.4 
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CHANGES IN THE VALUE OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES, FEBRUARY, 1937 


General merchandise store sales in the smaller towns and rural areas of Ontario 
and the Prairie Provinces continue to show improvement this year as compared with last, 
according to monthly returns for February sent in by a representative number of comtry 
genoral stores locnted in these provinces. The relntive standing of February this year 
compared with last varied considernbly for different regions, the percentrge chinge in 
soles ranging from a decline of 4 per cent in Southern Alberta to an incrense of 15a7 per 
cent for the enstern portion of Ontario. Percentrge changes in snles for the various 
divisions, for which figuros ore available, are as followst Ontnrio Enst, + 1567 per cents 
Ontario North, 43.8 por cent; Ontario West, + 345 per cent} Manitoba, + 169 per cent} 
Saskatchewan North, + 1.1 per cent; Saskatchewan South, + 7s7 per cent$ Alberta North, 

4 9e1 per cent; and Alberta South, - 4.0 per cents 


These percentage changes ore bvsed upon crlend«r month sales totnis and no 
allowances are made for the extra Saturday in February of last years Were allowance made 
for this factor, sales for February, 1937, would make a considerably better showing when 
compared with 1936. As no adjustments are yet available for number of buSiness dnys, for 
the varying sales importance of different week days or for seasonal vnrriations, these 
factors must be kept in mind when using the percentage changes in sales as reported by 
country general stores, 


Sales in Ontario Hast cover sll that portion of the province lying east of York 
and Simcoe counties and south of Nipissing and Parry Sound; Ontario West includes York and 
Simcoe and all counties west; Ontario North includes 211 the northern part of the province, 
Saskxtchewan South includes Weyburn and that section of the province lying south of a line 
extending from Moose Jaw north-westward to Lloydminsters Sask ntchewnn North includes the 
remainder of the province, Alberts is divided into two districts by 2 line passing east 
and wost slightly to the north of Woetaskiwins 


reentage Chonge in Coumtry. Genoral Storo Seles, by Regions 
cakoun | December 1936 Janvary1937 February 1937 
December 1935 anuasy 1936 Fobruary 1936 
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Regions | Number of [Per cent | Number of |Per cont {| Number of | Per cent 
stores {change in | stores change in | change in 
f_ reporting | sales | reporting sales | soles 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALES IN COUNTRY GENERAL STORES, MARCH. 1937 
(Value of Turnover in Comparison with Previous Year) 


Retail trade in small towns and rural areas was up 13.7 per cent 
in value in March this year compared with last, according to returns sub- 
mitted by more than 600 country general stores located in all sections of 
the country. All provinces shared in the improvement recorded over last 
year, an improvement which must be attributed at least in part to the early 
date of Easter this year and the consequent concentration of the holiday 
business in the month of March. Gains in retail sales were generally 
higher for the central part of the Dominion than in either the Maritime 
Provinces or the Far West. Percentage increases over last March for the 
gifferent provinces are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 10.2 D.C»; Quebec, 
Bo.G PiCs; Ontario, 14:6 p.c.; Manitoba, 16.4 p:c.; Saskatchewan, 14.0 
meee PLverta, 27-5 p:¢.5 and British Coltmbia, SiS p.c., 


These percentage changes are based upon calender-month totals 
with no allowances for differences in number of business days or for the 
varying sales importance of the different days in the week. The effect of 
the changing date of Easter has already been mentioned. 


With this report, data on monthly retail sales for co 
pral stores in all sections of the country are published for the first 
time. Details for the various regions are shown below. Quebec South in- 
cludes that portion of the province situated to the south of the St. 
Lawrence River; Quebec North takes in the remainder of the province. 
pales in Ontario East cover all that portion of the province lying east of 
York and Simcoe Counties and south of Nipissing and Parry Sound; Ontario 
West includes York and Simcoe and all counties west; Ontario North inclu- 
jes all the northern part of the province. Saskatchewan South includes 
Weyburn and that section of the province lying south of a line extending 
from Moose Jaw north-westward to Lloydminster. Saskatchewan North inclu- 
jes the remainder of the province. alberta is divided into two districts 
by a line passing east and west slightly to the north of Wetaskiwin. The 
Maritime Provinces, Manitoba and British Columbia are not further subdivi- 
ded. 


Pomoent ace. Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 


rganuary 1987 | February 1907 "Waren Loon) 
January 1956 February 1936 _.. March 1936 
Region (Number of [Per cent|Number of]Per cent/Number of; Per cent 


stores {change in stores | change in stores | chee in 


reporting |jsales(1)|reporting| sales(1) reporting) | sales(1) 
Maritime Provinces: o4) (x) (x) ee) IO ay wae 2 
Quebec South .... (X < Xx x) | a | ae 
# North 2... Be Xx . A Bi Bh eee 
et ae tx (x) X) (x) B2 tee 
Mntario Hast eee. 46 16.3 43 15.7 4.0 | 17.4 
Wervls. « 42 Oe 42 eo }7 i 14.4 

" West ceeoe 36 Lee 3d Ged 30 hee 

mt Tous. Talsné 124 LO 30 118 fare) Ai es Lowe 
Manitoba ..-ceeee 48 630 49 iE) 48 16.4 
Saskatchewan North 47 D7 39 sl 49 13.6 
a South 46 D9 45 Wed 45 14.6 

m Total 93 as 84 4.1 94 14.0 
Alberta North ... 46 10.3 43 Jon pC aM eee ES 
¥ SOuUGAy cireys 69 af C De -4.0 61 ora) 

in er asa Deepen WE 3060 98 D0 104 os) 
British Columbia. (xX) (%) (X) (x) | 61 | 8.8 
CANADA .occe!] (x) (X) (X) (X) | he BG fe oe 


(1) Except where indicated, the percentage change represents an increase. 
({X) Not available. 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALES IN COUNTRY GENERAL STORES, APRIL, 1937 
(Value of Turnover in Comparison With Previous Year) 


Retail sales in small towns and rural areas fox April were about 
) per cent higher in dollar volume than for April, 1936, according to 
‘eturns submitted by some 550 country general stores located in all sectiors 
f the country. This compares with an increase of 8.5 per cent for urban 
jrade reflected in monthly sales of chain and department stores. 


of the geographic divisions, Alberta North, with a 14.1 per cent 
nerease, showed the greatest improvement from April, 1936, followed by 
uebec South with an increase of 13.7 per cent. Ontario West, with an in- 
rrease of 1.7 per cent, showed the least improvement over April a year ago. 
Percentage changes in country general store sales for the various provinces 
yetween April, 1937 and 1936, with corresponding comparisons between March, 
957 and 1936, in brackets, are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 9.7 p.c. 
romp GUEhed, (bS.kip.sc. (hse ipso. )y \vontarkoy (4.0 pre i( LONG pe): 
mmtope., 100 ip. es: (16.4ip.c.) 7. Saskatchewan). 9-) pwosw(14.0 pic. ); 
merce, 6.0 Pree (90S pc.) British Columbia, 8.4 p.c. (8.8 p.c.)s 
meaaa LOovals, 6.9 p.c. (13.7 p.c.). 


These percentage changes are based upon calendar-month totals with 
io allowances for differences in number of business days or for the varying 
sales importance of the different days of the week. 


Details for the various regions are shown below. 


Percentage change in Country General Store eee br ReBLons 


Number of | Per 
stores 
| reporting 


“per cent Change 
in Sales (1) 
Region January February, 


laritime ProvinceS .ecsevese 


Jue bec South eereereoeee eee (X) (x) 

. North eoevoeeeoeeeee vce (i) (x) 

" Total oer eeoeererer ces 8) (X) 

ntario East eoeeweeereveeceeveee WOO eS 7, 

" North eeeteereeeeveee 6 MOR ee 
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" Total eeceevveeevnevesn 118) Ws 
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1) Except where indicated, the percentage change represents an increase. 
X) Not available. 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALES IN COUNTRY GENERAL STORES, MAY, 1937 
(Value of Turnover in Comparison With Previous Year) 


Sales of general merchandise in small towns and rural areas for 
May were 8 per cent higher in dollar volume than for May, 1936, according 
to returns submitted by some 550 country general stores located in all sec- 
tions of the country. The improvement was similar in extent to that recor- 
ded for urban trade as reflected in monthly returns from chain and depart- 
ment stores. 


Marked improvement in rural retail trade was reported for Quebec 
Province where sales were 16 per cent higher in dollar value than a year 
ago. The Maritime Provinces came next with a gain of 12 per cent. Ontario 
sales averaged 9 per cent better than a year ago but wide variations for 
different c+ctions of the province were recorded. The Eastern portion con- 
tinues to lead in the year-to-year comparison with an improvement over May 
last year of 16 per cent. More moderate gains of 8 per cent and 5 per cent 
were reported in the Northern and Western vortions of the province. 


Manitoba reported an increase of 7 per cent and British Columbia 
showed an improvement of 8 per cent. Sales in the Northern portion of 
Saskatchewan were 5 per cent higher than a year ago while in Southern Sask- 
atchewan and in both Northern and Southern Alberta value of rural trade 
remained unchanged from a year ago. 


The percentage changes are based upon calendar-month totals with 
no allowances for differences in number of business days or for the varying 
sales importance of the different days of the week. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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(1) Except where indicated, the percentage change represents an increase. 
(X) Not available. 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SaLES IN COUNTRY GENZRaL STORES, JUNE, 1937 
(Value of Turnover in Comparison With Previous Year) 


Retail sales of 530 country general stores in Canada showed an 
increase of almost 9 per cent in dollar volume for June, 1937, as compared 
with the same month in 1936. This increase is in continuation of earlier 
gains of 8 per cent for May, 9 per cent for april, and 14 per cent for 
March, compared with corresponding months last year. There were the same 
number of business days in June of both years. 


Quebec continues to report the best improvement with a gain of 
15 per cent over June last year, followed by British Columbia with 14.6 
per cent and the Maritime Provinces with 8 per cent. an increase of 10 
per cent for Hastern Ontario was modified by smaller gains of 7 per cent 
for Ontario North and 4 per cent for Ontario West, resulting in a gain of 
7? per cent for the province as a whole. Country general store sales in 
Manitoba were up 7 per cent and Saskatchewan reported 5 per cent more 
business than in June a year ago, gains ranging from 1 per cent for the 
southern districts to 8 per cent for more northern parts being recorded. 
kgeregate sales for 105 stores in alberta were 2 per cent higher this June 
than last; in Northern Alberta sales were up 6 per cent and in Southern 
Alberta, i per cent. 


The percentuge changes are based upon calendar-month totals with 
m0 allowances for differences in number of business days or for the vary-~ 
ing sales importance of the different days of the week. 


Percentage Chunge in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALES IN COUNTRY GENERAL STORES, July, 1937 
(Value of Turnover in Comparison With Previous Year) 


nd 


Retail sales of general merchandise stores in small towns and 
rural areas in Canada showed an increase of almost 14 per cent in dollar 
volume for July, 1937, as compared with the same month in 1936. This in- 

.crease is in continuation of earlier gains of 9 per cent for June, 8 per 
cent for May and 9 per cent for April. The more substantial gain for July 
is due in part at least to differences in the sales importance of differ- 
ent days of the week and the occurrence of five Saturdays in July this 
year compared with four a year ago. 


Quebec sales were up 22 per cent and the Maritime Provinces, 17 
per cent, while Ontario and British Columbia both averaged 15 per cent 
higher than a year ago. Gains in Ontario ranged from 10 per cent for the 
northern sections of the province to 21 per cent in the eastern parts. 
The western section reported an improvement of 16 per cent. 


Gains in dollar value of sales over July last year were also 
generally reported in the Prairie Provinces but smaller percentage increa- 
ses reflect the much less favourable agricultural outlook in these parts. 
Manitoba reported an increase of 10 per cent; Saskatchewan was up 7 per 
cent, and Alberta, 3 per cent. 


The percentage changes are based upon calendar-month totals with 
no allowances for differences in number of business days or for the vary- 
ing sales importance of the different days of the week. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALES IN COUNTRY GENERAL STORES, AUGUST, 1937. 


(Value cf Turnover in Comparison with Previous Year) 


Retail wales of general merchandise stores in small towns and rural areas 
in Canada showed an increase of 3.0 per cent in dollar volume for August 1937, as com 
pared with August 1936. This increase comparés with one of 13.7 per cent shown for 
July, and compares with advances over the corresponding month last year of 8.6 per cent 
for June, 8.4 per cent for May and 8.9 per cent for April. 


Quebec again showed the greatest increase, 15.7 per cent, followed by 
British Columbia with an advance of 4,6 per cent. Ontario was next with a gain of 4,3 
per cent, followed by the Maritime Provinces with 3.6 per cent and Alberta with 2,4 
per cent. Manitoba registered a slight decreass, O04 per cent, while that for Saskatche- 
wan was 16.4 per cent as compared with Aveust 1936. 


The percentage changes are based upon calendar-month totals with no allow- 
ances for differences in nunber of business days or for the varying sales importance of 
the cifferent days of the week. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions. 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALHS IN COUNTRY GHNERAL STORES, SEPTEMBER, 1937 


(Value of Turnover in Comparison With Previous Year) 


Country general store sales averaged 5 per cent higher in September this year 
shan in the corresponding month of 1936 according to comparative sales figures reported 
yy 500 of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas 
f the country. In contrast with the improvement of 5 per cent for the country as a 
thole, a sharp drop in sales amounting to almost 19 per cent was recorded in Saskatchewan, 
oth the northern and southern parts of the province reporting similar declines from last 
rear, All other sections of the country reported increased sales, Quebec sales were up 
yy 13 per cent and British Columbia was second with 11 per cent. Increases over Septem- 
er last year for other divisions are: Maritime Provinces, 10.6 per cent; Manitoba, 8.5 
er cent; Ontaria, & per cent, and Alberta, 6 per cent, 


These percentage changes are based upon calendar-month totals with no allow- 


inces for differences in number of business days or for the varying sales importance of 
he different days of the week, 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALSS IN COUNTRY GENSRAL STORES, OCTOBER, 1937 
(Value of Turnover in Comparison with Previous Year) 


Substantial increases in country general store sales in October of this year 
compared with last amounting to 14 per cent in Quebec, 9 per cent in British Columbia 
and 7 per cent in Ontario were modified by lesser gains of 5 per cent in the Maritimes 
and in Manitoba, no change in Alberta and a 10 per cent decline in Saskatchewan, result- 
ing in a net increase of 5 per cent for the country as a whole. This is a continuation 
of gains recorded in each of the corresponding-month comparisons for this year and last, 
increases for earlier months being 5 per cent for September, 3 per cent for August and 
14 per cent for July. The 10 per cent decline in Saskatchewan for October compares with 
declines of 19 per cent in September and 14 per cent in August. Figures for earlier 
months showed improvements over the corresponding periods a year ago. 


These percentage changes are based upon calendar-month totals with no allow- 
ances for differences in the number of business days or for the varying sales importance 
of the different days of the week, There was one more business day in October a year 
ago compared with this. 


‘Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALES IN COUNTRY GSN&RAL STORES, NOVEMBER, pee I 
(Value of Turnover in Comparison with Previous Year) 


Country general store sales averaged 9 per cent higher in November of this 
year compared with last according to monthly statements submitted by a representative num- 
ber of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. 
Improved agricultural revenue in Manitoba is reflected in an increase of 21 per cent in 
country general store sales in that province. Alberta also reported a marked gain of 14 
per cent. Wuebec sales were up 12 per cent and Saskatchewan reported an improvement of 
5 per cent over November a year ago. Sales in British Columbia advanced 7 per cent while 
a more moderate increase of 4 per cent was general for all sections of Ontario and in the 
liaritime Provinces. 


These percentage changes in sales are based upon calendar-month totals with 
no allowances made for differences in number of business days or for the varying sales 
importance of the different days of the week. There was one more business day in Novem- 
ber of this year than last. 


ee ee 


we 
Se 


November 1937 
_November 1930). 


eceiederacto-ad 


oe a 


—— ne SS = 
- SET SS SS 


Region August September | October | Number of 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALES IN COUNTRY GENERAL STORES, DECEMBER, 1937 
(Value of Turnover in Comparison with Previous Year) 


Country general store sales averaged 7 per cent higher in December, 1937, than 
the corresponding month in 1936 according to monthly statements received from some 700 
these general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. All 
tions of the country with the exception of Saskatchewan and Northern Alberta reported 
-eased business. Sales in juebec were up 16 per cent compared with December, 1936. The 
pease in Manitoba was only slightly less at 13 per cent. Increases for other regions 
> 6 per cent in Ontario, 7 per cent in the Maritime Frovinces and 6 per cent in British 
mbia. A 7 per cent increase in Southern Alberta was modified by a decline of 2 per 
¢ in the more northern parts of the province, resulting in a net gain of 4 per cent for 
province as a whole. Saskatchewan sales were down by 8 per cent. 


These percentage changes in sales are based upon calendar-month totals with no 


wances made for differences in number of business days or for the varying sales impor- 
se of different days of the week. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY R&TATL oALHS IN COUNTRY GBN@RAL STORSS, JANUARY, 1938 
(Value of Turnover in Comparison with Previous Year) 


Country general store sales averaged one per cent higher in January, 1938, 
han in the corresponding month a year ago according to monthly statements received from 
lmost 700 of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural 
reas. .uebec and ivanitoba reported better than average increases; sales in Untario 
nd Saskatchewan were down from a year ago, while results for the Maritimes, Alberta and 
ritish Columbia were similar to that for the Dominion as a whole. 


quebec reported 7 per cent more business than in January of last year, the 
ain for the southern part of the province being especially zood at 10 per cent. Sales 
n Manitoba were up 4 per cent. Hastern Ontario also made a good showing with a gain of 
per cent but this was offset by declines of 6 per cent in the western and the northern 
arts, resulting in a net decrease of 2 per cent for the province. Saskatchewan sales 
ere down by 3 per cent. 


These percentage changes in sales are based upon calendar-month totals with no 
liowances made for differences in number of business days .or for the varying sales 
mportance of different days of the week. 
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Per Cent Change in Sales anuary 1938 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALES IN COUNTRY GENERAL STORES, FEBRUARY, 1938. 


(Value of Turnover in Comparison with Previous Year) 


Country general store sales averaged 4 per cent higher in February, 1938 than 
in the same month a year ago according to monthly statements received from more than 700 
of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural arease 
Manitoba reported 13 per cent more business than in February of last year. Sales in the 
Maritime Provinces were up 6 per cent followed by Quebec and British Columbia each with 
® gain of 5 per cents Saskatchewan sales were up by 4 per cent and Alberta, 3 per cent. 
Sales in Ontario were up 3 per cent in the eastern sections and remained unchanged in 
the northern prts, while inclement weather conditions in the southwestern portion of 
the province lead to a reduction of 7 per cent below February of last years Sales for 
the province were down by 1 per cento 


These percentage changes in sales are based upon calendar-month totals with 
no allowances made for differences in number of business days or for the varying sales 
importance of different days of the week. There were the same number of business days 
in February of this year and last. 


Poroentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALES IN COUNTRY GENERAL STORES, MARCH, 19384 


(Value of Turnover in Comparison with Previous Year) 


Country general store sales were maintained at - slightly higher level in 
March this year than last, dollar volume of business for more than 700 reporting firms 
averaging 0.5 per cent above the amount recorded a year agoe Quebec reported an increase 
of & per cont over March last year and Manitoba was up by 5 per cent. An increase of 4 
per cent in the eastern section of Ontario was modified by a smaller gain of 2 per cent 
in the western parts and a decline of 1 per cent in the northern, resulting in a net gain 
of 2 per cent for the province as a whole. Sales in British Columbia remained unchanged 
from a year ago. Declines below March, 1937, were reported for the other provinces, 
amounting to 2 per cent for the Maritimes and Alberta, and & per cent in Saskatchewan, 


These percentage changes are based upon calendar~month totals with no allow- 
ances made for differences in the number of business days in different months. There 
were the same number of business days in March of this year as last, 


Percentage 6 in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALES IN COUNTRY GENERAL STORES, APRIL, 1938. 
(Value of Turnover in Comparison with Previous Year) 


Sales of country general stores in Canada increased substantially in April, 
1938, over the corresponding month of 1937. Increases varied from 1.3 per cent in 
British Columbia to 16,7 per cent in Manitoba, the increase for Canada as a whole being 
5.5 per cent. Of the 707 stores reporting, 453 reported increases over April a year ago. 
Increases were general in Quebec, being 9.6 per cent for Quebec South, and 10.9 per cent 
for Quebec North. Increases for Ontario were 3.8 per cent; Manitoba, 16.7 per cent; 
Saskatchewan, 3.0 per cent; Alberta, 6.4 per cent; end British Columbia, 1.3 per cent. 
A decline of 1.7 per cent below April 1947 was reported by the Maritimes, 


This series has now been placed on an index basis and monthly indexes by 
provinces from January, 1936, onwards are shown in this bulletin. These indexes are 
computed on the base, average monthly sales in 1936 equals 100. No corrections are. made 
for differences in number of business days or for seasonal variations, 


The index for April, 1938, stands at 104.2 compared with 91.1 for March 
and 98.8 for April a year ago. Figures for the first four months of the current year 
reveal an incroase of 3 per cent compared with the corresponding period of 1937. 
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INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
(Average Monthly Sales in 1936=100) 


* Not available. 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALES IN COUNTRY GENERAL STORES, MAY. 1938. 
“(Value of Turnover in Comparison with Previous ; Year) 


Country general store sales averaged 2 per cent lower in May this year than 
last according to returns received from more than 700 of these general merchandise stores 
-ocated in the smaller towns and rural areas. Decreases below May last year were recorded 
‘or three provinces and gains for all the others. Sales in the northern parts of Saskat- 
shewan were down by 15 per cent and in the southern parts by 1 per cent, resulting ina 
oss of 10 per cent for the province as a whole. Ontario sales were down by 6 per cent 
md Alberta, 4 per cent. Quebec sales were up by 3 per cent; lanitoba, 2 per cent; and 
sritish Columbia, 1 per cent. Sales in the Maritimes gained fractionally by less than 1 
er cent, 


These percentage changes are based on calendar-month totals with no allowances 
or differences in the number of business days in various months. There was one more 
aturday in May last year than this, Average daily sales for May were practically un- 
hanged from a year ago. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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(19362100) — 
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MONTHLY RETAIL SALES IN COUNTRY GENERAL STORES, JUNE, 1938. 
(Value of Turnover in Comparison with Previous Year) 


Country general store sales were 2 per cent higher in June this year than last 
ccording to returns received from more than 700 of these general merchandise stores loca- 
ed in the smaller towns and rural areas. Improved agricultural conditions in the West 
ead to marked gains in consumer purchasing by rural dwellers in the Prairie Provinces. 
ales in Manitoba were up 10 per cent over June, 1937. Gains of 10 per cent in Southern 
askatchewan and 1 per cent in the northern districts resulted in an increase of 5 per 
ent for the province as a whole, Alberta sales were up by 4 per cent, increases ranging 
rom 6 per cent in the southern to 1 per cent in the northern districts being recorded. 
uebec sales were up by 3 per cent while sales in British Columbia remained unchanged from 
une last year. Declines of 1 per cent in Ontario and 5 per cent in the Maritime Provinces 
ere reported. 


These percentage changes are based on calendar-month totals with no allowances 
or differences in the number of business days in different months. There were the same 
umber of business days in June of this year as last, 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


SAS $2 eee eee 


Mice On on, pan yet co muneemoson 
i June, 1937 t June, 1937 
renee, po a | | 

Number of } Number ret Number 


Number 


egion stores reporting Per sent Region stores | reporting /Per cent 
' reporting ian increase | Change i | reporting ian ion Change _ 
aritime | | 'paskatchewan 3} | 
Provinces | 86 31 - 5.3 [| North ...| 66 35 Ha 23 
setae | | South ... | Sn th ee + 10.4 
South ..i4° 56 : 36 AGA tohtOTAL Ae | igh 3a er +47 
North .. 28 + 2a 4 | | 
a : an | (Alberta: | 
SS a BH ee 8 ie ettomkh Ne | 58 30 +thnate3 
aterio: | ; South. eas : 86 53 eed 
es ae Routes te » <j { . 
eee sl. Gob3 || 23 me dd TOTAL .. jj 144 83 + 4,0 
North’ ..; ome te 1l = 9D wh 
Wescixcsss ecb3 | 24 + 0.9 British | 
TOTAL ,.|| 143 : 58 ie ee ee) iT oe - TRS 
| | ! 
es il 39 oP cana, Sl rye P| e390 | | ty ac 
| ‘ ea 


! 


Indexes of Country General Store Sales 
(1936=100) 
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ol. 2. MONTHLY RETAIL SALES IN COUNTRY GENERAL STORES, JULY, 1938 No. &- 
(Indexes of Value) 


Country general store sales in Canada averaged 4 per cent lower in July 
his year than last according to monthly statements received from some 700 of these gen- 
ral merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas of the country. 
mproved agricultural outlook in the southern parts of Saskatchewan as compared with a 
ear ago lead to an increase of le per cent in sales in July of this year compared with 
ast for this region. Sales for the province were up by 2 per cent. Manitoba sales 
ere up by 1 per cent while all other regions recorded losses ranging from 1 per cent 
or Alberta to 14 per cent for the Maritime Provinces. Quebec sales were down by 4 per 
ent; Ontario, 6 per cent and British Columbia, 7 per cent. 


These percentage changes are based on calendar-month totals with no 
llowances made for differences in number of business days. Part of the decline in July 
f this year compared with last must be attributed to the fact that there was one extra 
usiness day in July last year. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
AUGUST, 1988 
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Sales of general merchandise in small towns and rural areas 
or August were 1 per cent Lower in dollar volume than for August 1937, 
scording to returns submitted by some 700 country general stores located 
1 all sections of the country. In southern Saskatchewan there was an 
acrease of <6 per cent in August 1988 as compared with the same month of 
me previous year. Sales for the whole province were up 10 per cent. 
Lberta was the only other Canadian province recording an increase, August 
ales being 2 per cent higher than in 1937. Losses in other regions ranged 
Pom 2 per cent in British Columbia to 5 per cent in Quebec and Ontario. 
lere was no change in Manitoba. 


These percentage changes are based on calendar-month totals 


ith no allowances made for differences in number of business days, or for 
1eé varying sales importance of the different days of the week. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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(Av rage Monthly Sales in 1936=100) 
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Month 


September ... 
October ...... 
November .... 


December .... 
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Ontario 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
SEPTEMBER, _1958 


Country general store sales in Canada averaged 4 per cent lower in September 
his year than last according to returns submitted by more than 700 of these stores sell- 
ng a general line of merchandise in the smaller towns and rural areas. The southern 
sections of Saskatchewan reported a 27 per cent improvement over September last year and 
ales in southern Alberta were up by 6 per cent. While these gains were partially off- 
jet by declines in the northern sections, total sales.for these provinces were up by 9 
er eent and 1 per cent respectively from September, 1957. Sales in all other provinces 
rere lower in September this year than last, percentage declines being as follows: 
laritime Provinces and Manitoba, 10 per cent; Quebec and Ontario, 8 per cent; British 
Olumbia, 3 per cent. 


Cumulative totals for the first nine months of the current year compared with 
ast show no change in the dollar value of sales, declines in the Maritimes, Quebec, 
ntario and British Columbia just being offset by gains in the Prairie Provinces. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 


(Average Monthly Sales in 19%36=100) 
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WONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


October. 2.933 
Lower prices for farm vroducts resulting in decreased agricultural cash in- 
come are reflected in country general stcre sales for October, which averaged 8 per cent 
lower than in the corresponding month: of 1937, according to statements received from some 
100 of these retail outlets located in smaller villages and rural areas and handling a 
general line of merchandise. 


Declines below October last year were greatest in the Maritimes, Ontario and 
Manitoba. Manitoba sales were down by if per cent while the Maritimes and Ontario 
suffered losses of 14 per cent. Sales in Quebec were down by 7 per cent; Saskatchewan, 
6 per cent; and British Columbia, 5 per cent. A gain of le per cent in the southern dis- 
tricts of Alberta was modified by declines in the northern section, but resulted in an 
increase of 6 per cent over last Octoher for the province as a whole. 


Percentage Cha ze in Gountry General Store Sales by Regions 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 
(Average Monthly Sales in 1936100 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GaNSRAL STORES SALES 


December, 1938 


Dollar volume of country general store sales averaged 5 per cent lower in 
December, 1938 than in the corresponding month of 1937, and declined to a greater ex- 
tent in Hastern and Central Canada than in the West, according to reports received from 
more than 700 general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas 
of the country. Increases of 13 per cent and 3 per cent in the southern districts of 
Saskatchewan and Alberta reflect improved purchasing power in these areas, All other 
regions reported declines. The Maritime Provinces were down 9 per cent; Quebec, 7 per 
cent; Ontario, 9 per cent; Manitoba, 6 per cent and British Columbia, 2 per cent. 


Sales for the calendar year were off by 2 per cent from 1937. The Mari- 
time Provinces reported 6 per cent less business in 1938 than in the preceding year; 
Ontario was down by 5 per cent and British Columbia by 2 per cent. Results for other 
provinces for 1938 ranged within one per cent of those for 1937. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 
(Average Monthly Sales in 1936=100) 


Canada Provinces Quebec Ontario 


sae wegen Moan (er Tose 54937 [3938 1 “1937 F938 


ANUETY «evcesy 80.7 81.6 89.4 89.8 19.2 64.7 81.2 80.0 
MODTMATY. “)eico'e's 1135 80.4 81.9 Ofer 78.9 82.3 83.0 81.4 
ROH 0c illo ew 90.6 91.1 92.5 90.6 P65 104.8 93.0 94.6 
Eee Weisel as, 3 6 98.8 | 104.2 |} 100.2 96255 100.0 |) 32075 TOL. | 105.5 
J ee 114.4 9 We Oe Lege 126.6 130.9 1227 nay, 
NC Wein sia xin 5 , 12007 112.5 109.8 104.0 128 .8 132.5 112.1 110.6 
Bd ua eos « Siyeay eve te Sime ON aos 3 Heel mY 23260 1 276d 4 | eae 0 
BUPUSt ose bids o's 12G3 Seis LLenGar OLOFee “MRO Pr azaer PFT 133.9 109.3 
September ..... 421-60 11526 108.7 98.6 116.4 107.3 117 105.2 
BCLObSY ..2smk ys LSA DapSS |) 226.2 LOL S9P PeTosge Whe. 4 137.6 101.0 
November ...... 111.2 104.2 vere ame a a | a ea. 105.4 103.3 97.8 
December ...... 1260951) '1.20.7 B26 Ore Maes al eo) beet a 126, 7° Gat 
% Change, 
12 mos. 1938 .. - 2.0 - - 5.9 - - 0.9 - - 4.6 | - 
ins aa bet 
rea AME tony ed } Pe aren 
Month Manitoba Saskatchewan |i Alberta Columbia 
ee EE ee i 19 1938 
MAMUATY 4.9 ces 74.5 77.6 65.7 66.0 84.2 84.7 
February ...... 68.6 15e 64.6 66.9 | 82.5 
Maren .04. «dle at 86.0 90.1 79.9 73.8 94.0 93.9 
BEDE Bias as ie a 89.3 104.2 92.6 95.4 105.0 106.4 
MT i sik ois to te 0s 102,71 20320 19002 90.4 Lae bb ri 
BOs} s.4)3 4 op be IOs, d 1 valbaes 95.2 99.7 429.5 1) 219.0 
1 a a ; 114.8 115.4 94.6 96.1 120.5 112.4 
ES ee ae 124.3 | peas 97.3 | 106.5 115.4 113.3 


September ..... 145.8 As 7 120.9 130.2 117.4 111.4 


DGCODEr wseaces 140.3 Rae? 142.3 134.5 sy 9 11353 


November ,..... ae ks 4 110.0 114.7 A eee 205-65 97.4 


December .,.... 137.9 130.2 111.8 114.1 125.0 122.4 


zy, Change, 
12 mos. 1938 .. = Oy] - tno = 
1937 : 


- ikea) - 


Note: Indexes for December, 1938, are subject to revision, 
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MONTHLY INDRXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


January, 1939 


Sales of country general stores averaged 6 per cent lower in January of this 
year than last according to returns submitted by 700 general merchandise stores located 
in the smaller towns and rural areas of the country. all regions reported decreased 
sales compared with January a year ago. Saskatchewan made the best showing with a de- 
crease of less than 2 per cent while the loss in the Maritime Provinces was greatest at 
10 per cent. Decreases below January last year for other provinces were 5 per cent for 
Ontario, 9 per cent for Manitoba, 7 per cent for Alberta and Quebec, and 5 per cent 
for British Columbia. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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indexes of Country General Store Sales 
(Average Monthly Sales in 1936 = 100) 
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Note: Indexes for January, 1939, are subject to revision. 
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MONTHLY INDSXSS OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


February, 3939 


Inclement weather conditions and reduced agricultural revenue combined to 
effect a nine per cent decline in country general store sales in February of this year 
compared with February a year ago, according to returns received from more than 700 of 
these general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas of the 
country, 


Decreases below February of last year were registered in all regions of the 
Dominion. The Maritimes and Manitoba showed the greatest loss with February sales 11 
per cent lower than in the corresponding month a year ago; Saskatchewan sales were down 
10 per cent; Alberta and Ontario, 9 per cent; Quebec, 7 per cent; and British Colum- 
pra, 5 per’ cent, 


February sales of country general stores for Canada as a whole, when compared 
with the same month in 1937 show a decline of 5 per cent and a loss of 1 per cent when 
compared with February of 1936. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 
(Average idonthly Sales in 1936 - 100) 
| ceri iine | 
Month Canada |... Provinces Quebec Ontario 
PF eae) 94 is ote. Pegao ic 1936 | i9a9 | 938 1 1936 
January .essees 81.6 76.7 1} 8918 80.9 83.7 17.9 80.0 16.0 


February .....- 8044 7333 6731 1713 82.3 16.4 81.4 14.2 


a és 91.1 90.6 104:8 94.6 
Os re 104.2 905 110.5 105.5 
ee 121.9 123.7 130.9 41557 
June eee 112.5 104.0 132.5 110.6 
Se 112.8 10363 o314 7 120.0 
CR 112.6 102.4 119.4 Rou re: 
September ..... 115.8 98.6 107.3 105.2 
DEtCBDOT Giisee’s 117.9 101.9 11b¢1 101.0 
November ...ee. 104.2 97.4 105.1 97.8 
December ....0. 121,4 115.9 122.3 115.8 
% Change, | 
2 months, 1939. a ee -10.6 | e140 = 5.9 
| 


| | British 
Month Manitoba ! Saskatchewan Alberta Columbia 


Ue ie a | Le ee 


TOnUary vendre 1126 10.5 66.0 64.9 16.3 7133 84.7 80.4 
February ....6. 717.6 69.0 66.9 60.0 72.6 66.4 82.5 78.6 
March esecceses 90.1 73.8 84.7 | 5350 
BPEL pases hace 104.2 95.4 105.3 | 106.4 
RA nd ev ds 6 5s 103.1 90.4 95.4 ; A423 
DONS Wide eee ee | 133.3 | 99.17 102.6 119.0 
EY es be aia er 115.4 96.1 99.2 112.4 
PHOUEe scecs ewe 124.3 106.5 113.6 113.3 
September ..... 137 | 130.2 bre, : 111.4 
October ....e5 TA. | 134.5 | 140.0 | 1343 
November .s.ee 110.0 | 1) | 11023 | 97.4 
December ....0. 128.8 114.0 130.5 : 123.6 
h Change, : 1) | 
‘2 months, 12. “10.2 ‘if 6.0 f = 55 - 4.9 
i | | 


Note: Indexes for January and February, 1939, are subject to revision. 


Rs *. 


= Eich eet Yee ate aoe 
EST Saha ego ——— Se ae omen omen 


sure 
ate ee 


oe teeter 


i Sekt ene ann 
< eras : 


ai 


ern 
m eeavertett anon 


Seu meetin 


Pray aye re 
. 


Sn er 


. meter 


rehee  h 


OIE ER Ri SRS Rey OE tA 
Me Sata EN etre 


2 


ey rv tr 


+ 
: 

: 

i 

; 

. 

3 

y 


sab rateanQnara te 
. 


See 


cml ce a Se eT 


VOrl. UP FULILIPRAL oUleivwt 
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
Published by Authority of the HON. W.D. HULHR, ii.P. 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 


SESE ERE DOO att fake DOR ABC er ce heen eee ee HBR 5 AO As Re 


, DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMBRCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA e 


Dominion Statistician: Ra en. Coats, DUD. PeRcG.C., Peo. os WHonw) 
Chief, Internal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, B,A., F.S.S. 


Statistician: A&A, C, Steedman, B.A. 
Wol, III - No. 3 Year's Subscription, $1.00 


Single copies, 220 


MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GEN#RAL STORE SaLss 


March, 1939 


Country general store sales averaged 8 per cent lower in March this year than 
last and were better maintained in the West than in Central Canada and the Hast accord- 
ing to returns received from more than 700 of these general merchandise stores located 
in the smaller towns and rural regions of the country. 


Saskatchewan made the best showing with a decline of only 4 per cent. British 
Columbia was down 5 per cent, Alberta 7 per cent, while reductions of 8 per cent below 
last year were reported by the Maritime Provinces, Quebec and Manitoba. Excessive falls 
of snow which blocked roads in many districts, together with reduced prices for dairy 
products resulted in a 15 per cent decline in retail sales in Eastern Ontario from March 
last year. Sales in Northern Ontario were down by 9 per cent and Western Ontario, 8 per 
eent. Sales for Ontario as a whole were down by 11 per cent. 


These percentage changes are based on the total monthly sales of the reporting 


firms with no allowances made for differences in number of business days in difforent 
months. 


Percentage Change in Country Generel Store Sales by Regions 


March, 1939 r March, 1939 
March, 1938 March, 1938 
Region stores reporting | Per cent} Region stores reporting |Per cent 
reportingian increase) change reporting;an increase} change 
Maritime Saskatchewan: 
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MOBG. as oes 56 12 - 8.4 Columbia: 51 22 = Sed 
POTAB .< «5.06 143 33 - 10.5 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 
(Average Monthly Sales in 1936 = 100) 
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Month Sa Provinces Quebec Ontario 
1936 an | _rrovincee | gute | _ 1939 

80.4 83.7 71726 80.0 76.0 


MMU 06.6 «0 6 50 
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December ....eeee 2233 115.8 
%, Change, 
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1938 
f | | British 

Month Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta Columbia 

1938 CEC CE ee CLC CE i eC a Ce 
January moehpartl TH 6b 70.2 63.9 62.6 76.3 71.3 84.7 80.3 
MeDPULCY .fiveess Thee 69.0 67.3 60.3 7226 66.4 82.5 78.6 
By area gh 3.0 66% 90.1 Sse a | vane 710.6 84.7 78.9 93.9 89.1 
Set noice esseewe|| 10442 95.44 105.3 106.4 
Bee seo deits wis 103.1 90.4 95.44 Many 
BUNS) 34,66 4:51 eee | aoe ie | 99.7 VO2I6 LE920 
ae Distasi 115.4 96.1 99.2 112.4 
BUS sch evke oa six 6 124.3 106.5 113.6 113.3 
September s--+00{) 131.7 130.2 130.1 111.4 
DeEODEL paniees onal) 11757 134.5 140.0 13,3 
November ......0. 110.0 ti2 8 110.3 97.4 
December ....s50. 12848 : 114.0 230: 5 123.6 
4, Change, | | 
3 months, 1939 ..|| - 9.3 - 5.6 - 7.3 50 


1938 | 
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Note: Indexes for February and March, 193°, are subject to revision. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GSNERSL STORE SALES 
April, 1939 


Country general store business continues at a lower level than in 1938, april 
sales of more than 700 of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns 
and rural areas averaging 13 per cent below the corresponding month last year. All pro- 
vinces reported decreased sales, percentage declines from April last year standing at ll 
per cent for the Maritimes, 16 per cent for Quebec, 16 per cent for Ontario, 10 per cent 
for Manitoba, 13 per cent for Saskatchewan, 9 per cent for Alberta and 4 per cent for 
British Columbia. Sales for the first four months of 1939 average 9 per cent below the 
corresponding period of 1938. 


These percentage changes are based on total monthly sales with no allowances 


for differences in the number of business days in different months. There was one more 
business day in April of last year than this. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 
(Average Monthly Sales in 1936 = 100) 
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Note: Indexes for March and April, 1939, are subject to revision. 


Month Genada r Quebec Ontario 

a ONES ak ste e 1938 | 1939 {| 1938] 19 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GSNERAL STORE SALES 


May, 1939 


The decline in country general store sales which has characterized corres- 
onding month comparisons for the first four months of this year and last was materially 
*educed in May when dollar sales were only 3 per cent below the same month a year ago. 
spril sales were down 13 per cent from last year while reductions for earlier months 
rere 8 per cent for March, 9 per cent for February and 6 per cent for January. 


May sales in Ontario were maintained at last year's level; Quebec and 
\lberta reported 2 per cent less business than in Mey last year; sales in British Colum- 
gia were down 4 per cent; Manitoba and Saskatchewan, 5 per cent and the Maritime Prov- 
neces, 6 per cent. 


These results are based on returns from 724 country general stores. No 
illowances are made for differences in number of business days in different months. 
there was one more business day in May of this year than last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


| May, 1938 | Jy vain Ae se te 9B 
tegion Number of: Number ; tNumber of / Number 4 
stores | reporting | Per cent || Region | reporting |Per cent 
reporting! an increase! change change 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 
(Average Monthly Sales in 1936 = 100) 
ionth 


meary hess oes 81.6 16.5 89.8 80. 4 83.7 


BOrUGry isch ote 80. 4 363 oy Pe 716.6 82.3 
PCH diate sue eee es 91.1 83.9 90.6 83.5 104.8 
Pe ei dvsalti -104,2 °| 9154 98.5 | 88.0 || 110.5 


BY secvecvvvivres 11149;').106.8 T2360 diedee? 130.9).5) es 


une eeeeeoeeseeees i 104.0 132.5 
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Change, 
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1938 | 
i | Si | | 
i : British 
onth Manitoba |} Saskatchewan | Alberta __/ Columbia 
P1936 T1939 I 1938 T1939 IT 1938 | 1939 1 1038 | 1935 


62.6 163 12.3 84.7 80.3 
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ANUALY coocecvvrees 77.6 70.2 63.9 


sbruary seeeeoeee 17.6 68.5 67.3 


| 

| 60.4 1206 | GG.4 S255 1) Toa 
PPC seaa cea tees « 90,1 83,3 73,8 70.0 84.7 78.6 93.9 89.8 
Ie weeded sae es 16462 93.9 95.4 82.8 105.3 95.7 106.4 | 101.9 
AY seccesevvecves 103,1 98,3 90.4 86.2 95.4 9257 11452 i) 10986 
Ree vs cade © 90.6 113.3 99.7 102.6 119.0 
Be ees i vew a eels 115.4 96.1 | 99.2 112.4 
E2UGE wea hee vs 08 124,3 106.5 113.6 1133 
aptember eoeaeere L3ke7 130.2 E3064 Ria 
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Ivember re ee ee OVO AW A BAD 43 97.4 
BOOMbGY “Geaaceces 128.8 114.0 130.5 123.6 
Change, 
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1938 


ote: Indexes for April and May, 1939, are subject to revision. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
June, 1939 


Country general store sales in Canada averaged 8 per cent lower in June 
his year than last, the index on the 1936 base standing at 103.8 for June, 1939 com- 
ared with 108.8 for May, 1939 and 112.5 for June a year ago. All provinces reported 
ecreased sales, percentabe declines from June last year for the various regions stand~ 
ng at 4 per cent for the Maritimes, 10 per cent for Quebec, 5 per cent for Ontario, 10 
er cent for Manitoba, 15 per cent for Saskatchewan, 7 per cent for Alberta and 1 per 
ent for British Columbia. 


These results are based on calendar month dollar sales, no provision being 


ade for differences in number of business days in different months. There was the same 
umber of business days in June of this year as last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


pCO AO Par 


June, 1939 June, 1939 
| June, 1938 I; June, 1938 
{Number of; Number Number off Number | 
egion stores | reporting | Per cent jjRegion stores | reporting | Per cent 
reporting] an increase change [I __ reporting] an increase] change 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 
(Average Monthly Sales in 1936 =» 100) 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
July sod 


Country general store sales averaged 6 per cent lower in July of this 
ear than last and were 2 per cent above the June level, indexes of sales on the 1936 
ase standing at 105.8 for July, 103.8 for June and 112.8 for July a year ago. All 
egions with the exception of the southern districts of Alberta reported decreased 
ales. Percentage declines from July last year for the various provinces were as fol- 
ows: Maritime Provinces, 6 per cent; Quebec, 3 per cent; Ontario, 8 per cent; 
anitoba, 6 per cent; Saskatchewan, 11 per cent; Alberta, 4 per cent; British Columbia, 
per cent. 


Cumulative figures for the first seven months of 1939 show a decline of 
per cent compared with the same period last year; results for individual provinces 
how but little variation from the Dominion average. 


These results are based on calendar month dollar sales, no provision 


eing made for differences in number of business days in different months. There was 
he same number of business days in July of this year as last. 


Percentages Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 
(Average Month?y Sales in 1936 = 100) 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


August, 1939 


Country general store sales in August were maintained within narrow 
limits of the level obtaining in the corresponding month a year ago, aggregate sales 
figures for almost 700 firms revealing a decline of only 2 per cent. July sales were 
4 per cent lower this year than last while the June comparison indicated a decrease of 

per cent, 


August sales in the Maritimes and Saskatchewan were unchanged from the 
corresponding month of 1938. Alberta sales were up by 1 per cent while other provinces 
reported decreases amounting to 1 per cent for British Columbia, 3 per cent for Ontario, 
5 per cent for Quebec and 6 per cent for Manitoba. 


These results are based on calendar month dollar sales, no provision 


being made for differences in number of business days in different months. There was 
the same number of business days in August of this year as last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 
(Average Mor Monthly Sales in "1936 = 100) 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


SA eed 


Country general store sales averaged 12 per cent-higher in September 
this year than last and were 20 pei cent above the August level, indexes of sales on 
the 1936 base standing at 129.8 for September, 110.1 for August and 115.8 for Septem- 
ber a year ago. This is the first increase in sales over the corresponding month in 
the preceding year recorded since June, 1943. All regions reported increased sales, 
Saskatchewan leading with a gain of 27 per cent while increases for the other provinces 
were as follows: Maritime Provinces, 10 per cent: Quebec, 9 per cent; Ontario, 9 per 
cent; Manitoba, 15 per cent; Alberta, 11 per cent and British Columbia, 3 per cent. 


Cumulative figures for the first nine months show a decline of per 
cent compared with the same period last year; results for the individual provinces 
show but little variation from the Dominion average. 


These results are based on calendar month dollar sales, no provision 
being made for differences in number fo business days in different months. There was 
the same number of business days in September of this year as last but the occurrence 
of an extra Saturday this year is a factor to be considered. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 
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Note: Indexes fon cee and September, 1939, are subject to revision. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
October, 1949 


Country general store sales averaged l per cent higher in October 
his year than last but were 8 per cent below the September level, indexes of sales on 
he 1936 base standing at 122.0 for October, 129.8 for September and 117.9 for October 
year ago. Saskatchewan again headed the list with a gain of 17 per cent while smaller 
nereases were shown by Manitoba with 5 per cent and Ontario and Quebec, each with l per 
ent. Three regions registered declines, the Maritime Provinces being down 2 per cent, 
lberta down per cent and British Columbid, down 7 per cent. 


Cumulative figures for the first 10 months show a decline of 3 per 
ent compared with the same period last year. With the exception of Saskatchewan re- 
ults for the individual provinces show but little variation from the Dominion average; 
askatchewan shows an increase of ] per cent. 


These results are based on calendar month dollar sales, no provis- 
on being made for differences in number of business days in different months. There 
as the same number of business days in October of this year as last but there was one 
ess Saturday in October, 1939 than in the same month a year ago. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 


(Average Monthly Sales in 1936 = 100) 
Maritime | 


Month | Canada Provinces Quebec } Ontario 
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Note: Indexes for September and October, 1939, are subject to revision 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
November, 1939 


Country general store sales averaged 2 per cent lower in November this year than 
last and decreased seasonally by 20 per cent below the October level, indexes of sales on 
the 1936 base standing at 102.0 for November, 122.0 for October and 10.2 for November a. 
year ago. The Maritime Provinces registered an increase of 5 per cent and Ontario in- 
creased 1 per cent. All other regions showed decreases ranging from 10 per cent in Sask- 
atchewan to 1 per cent in Quebec with Alberta sales decreasing per cent and Manitoba 
and British Columbia down 5 per cent. 


Cumulative figures for the first eleven months show a decline of 4 per cent com- 
pared with the same period last year. With the exception of Saskatchewan results for the 
individual provinces show but little variation from the Dominion average; Saskatchewan 
shows a slight decrease compared with 1938, 


These results are based on calendar-month dollar sales, no provision being made 
for differences in number of business days in different months. There was the same number 
of business days in November of this year as last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 
(Average lionthly Sales in 1946 = 100) 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
December, Lae 


Country general store sales averaged per cent higher in December of 
this year than last according to reports received from more than 700 general merchandise 
stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas of the country and showed a seasonal 
increase of 2h per cent over November, indexes of sales on the 1936 base standing at 
125.6 for December, 102.0 for November and 120.8 for December a year ago. All provinces 
except British Columbia registered increases. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were up 7 
per cent; Alberta, 6 per cent; Saskatchewan, 5 per cent; Quebec, per cent and 
Manitoba and Ontario, 3 per cent. Sales for British Columbia were down 5 per cent from 
December a year ago. 


Sales for the calendar year were off by 3 per cent from 1938. With the 
exception of Saskatchéwan, results for the individual provinces showed little variation 
from the Dominion average. Saskatchewan showed a slight increase compared with the 
previous year. 


These results are based on calendar-month dollar sales, no provision 
being made for differences in number of business days in different months, There was 


one business day less in December this year than last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


December, 1949 TI December, 1949 
December, 1948 December, 1948 


Number o Number {Number of} Number 
Region stores reporting |Per cent |j Region stores reporting | Per cent 
reporting] an increase} change reporting} an increase 
Maritime Saskatchewan: 
Provinces: 87 50 + 7.2 North's a's ss + 6.8 
Quebec: SO severe 26 + Lyle 
Bouck’ &s5% 55 33 + h.9 
| TOTAL eseeees + h.8 
orth’ 455% 8 23 + Hee 
Alberta: 
TOTAL’ 335% 103 56 + liege WeKerriawe Ac oc e be iy, 
Ontario 3. SOULN Ts siea ss seat th 
Peet icivess | QD 31 + 7.1 
TOTAL" 's + slb-o ee ante fo | 
North .eec 38 16 +036 
British 
Mestinssss 544 28 + 1.4 |} Columbia: - h.7 
TOTAL seece 142 715 fails | 
CANADA: + 4.0 


Manitoba: 59 34 + 4.0 1 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 


(Average Monthly Sales in 1936 = 100) 


Maritime 
Month Canada Provinces Quebec Ontario 
1938 | 1935] 


| ES 5 | SS | 


eee 


1938 


MANUATY cocveecs | 81.6 89.8 80.) 83.7 76.0 
February seeces 80. 87.1 76.6 82.3 7h.3 
OAS 91.1 90.6 83..5-4|-—-104.8 8.1 
ML pend sNos's 104.2 98.5 87.9 |] 110.5 88.9 
BUREN scsi Kass Perso vO=2 ay ae eames by de ics | en fore) 114.9 
June | th235 104.0 100.0 132.5 104.7 
Bet viens sew ye es 112.8 103.3 rewie |\wnkpee: 110.5 
OCU "Sees sa e's TYesC 102. 102.3 119.1 106.1 
September ..... 115.8 Go6G tT 107.6 107.3 Lid 
Betober fe 2oi. Tipo 101.9 | 100.5 116.1 105.0 
November .eseee 104.2 OT att Oe al 105.4 98.9 
December ...ee. 120.8 115.9 12.2 122.3 119.6 
% Change, 

12 months, 1939|]} - 2.5 mie » 3.2 


British 
Month Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta Columbia 
9 |) 3) 


JANUALY eevoees 
February ecceoce 
March seccccece 
April seecevece 
MAY casccvvceces 


JUNG cise e006 ¢.0 © 


September, eseee 
DALODOY ‘eee.9 esis 
November secece 


December eeeces 


~ Change, 
le months, 19439 


1938 


Note: Indexes for November and December, 1939, are subject to revision. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
January, 190 


Country general store sales averaged 12 per cent higher in January of this 
ar than last according to reports received from approximately 700 general merchandise 
jores located in the smaller towns and rural areas of the country. All parts of the 
minion registered increases ranging from 6 per cent in British Columbia to 16 per cent 
yr the northern part of Saskatchewan, Increases for the other provinces were: Manitoba, 
) per cent; Ontario, 11 per cent; Saskatchewan and Alberta, 12 per cent and the 
ritime Provinces and Quebec, 1 per cent. 


These results are based on calendar-month dollar sales, no provision being 


ide for differences in number of business days in different months. There was one more 
isiness day in January this year than last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


January, 19440 January, 19440 


January, 1949 January, 1939 


Number of{ Number lumber o umber 
tegion stores reporting } Per cent}] Region stores reporting | Per cent 
reporting|an increasq change reporting] an increase] change 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 
(Average Monthly Sales in 1936 = 100) 


Month | Canada | Provinces | i rihatals : : pies 
i T939_T ono | 939 LO tos9 | uO? 190 

ae ske| 76.5 | 85.8 92.511. 77.6] 88.5 76.0 | 84.0 
February ..... 7303 76.6 Tye 
March a a 83.9 95.8 i 8.1 
ae || 91.2 93.3 88.9 
May . ie, 108.9 128.7 | 124.9 
Bune...» | 105.7 120.6 | 10.7 
July rape 106.4 127.0 | 110.5 
August ..eece re 11307 | 106.1 
September = 129.8 117 Psi 
October i 122.4, 120.2 | 105.0 
November ws... | 102.6 104.8 99.4, 
December of 125.6 eae 4 | 119.6 
et | 

' 335 +12.2 +160 +1005 


a i British 
Month | Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta Columbia 


t 1939 =) Fe aR PARR 5 RO | ST ee | a a ee 
70.2 77.8 62.6 «|. 70.7 Tiss 79.9 80.3 85.5 


JANUALY ceccce 


| 
February ..+o. | 68.5 60.4 66.4 791 
Menchcswedeses i 83.3 S70 60 78.6 89.8 
pal. ee des ‘ | 931 ‘ 83.) 95.6 101.0 
May eh al 98.8 86.3 93.9 109.7 
ae ceo 101.2 8li5 95.6 116.7 
Ste ae | 108.7 87), 95.5 108.4, 
PUES io i'd ne 0's | Loe? 207.8 114.3 110.8 
September ...- | 151.9 166.0 Whh.2 114.1 
October sess. | 12h. 158.7 13564 106.2 
November ...e. | 103.6 102.7 106.3 95.65 
December ace ll 132.9 119.5 137.9 117.8 
aims: | 
} month, 1940 +10.8 +12.9 | +121 1 + 645 


1929. 


ee 
Note: Indexes for December, 1939, and January, 1940, are subject to revision. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


February, 1940 


Country general store sales averaged 12 per cent higher in February of 
his year than last according to reports received from over 700 general merchandise 
itores located in the smaller towns and rural areas of the country, All parts of the 
lominion registered increases ranging from 3 per cent in Northern Ontario to 21 per 
ent in the Maritime Provinces, Increases for the other provinces were: Alberta, 16 
yer cent; Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan, 12 pen cent; Quebec, 9 per cent and 
ritish Columbia, 4 per cent, 


Sales for the first two months of 1940 increased by 12 per cent from 
939, results for Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan showing little variation 
rom the Dominion average. The Maritime Provinces increased 19 per cent, Alberta, 14 
er cent and British Columbia, 5 per cent. 


These results are based on calendar month dollar sales, no provision being 
jade for differences in number of business days in different months. There was one more 
usiness day in February this year than last, 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
‘February, : 1940 si Februa 1940 
Fobruary, 1939 ; ie 39 


Number of| Number 


6 gion stores reporting | Per cent| Region 
reporting] an increase] change | 
laritime Saskatchewan: 
Provinces: 87 70 uF PD abe Ps North seoevee 
uebec: South ota. s 
South ones 53 36 of 10.9 
saree TOTAL coevee 
North aoee 48 28 ts 8.6 
“~~ : Alberta: 
BOTAL 529% 101 64 + 963 North ovevee 
mtario: DLO GN) ness oe 
Hast oaee? 49 4] ae 19.8 
Ps TOTALLY ses oo 
NOY +s es 37 ee iz AS 
eg British 
West ssove 56 45 ede Columbia oes 
OPA. 46-6 142 108 + 1263 | 
‘ CANADA: 
lanitoba: 53 43 + 1240 | 
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Indexes of Country General Store’ Sales 
(Average Monthly Sales in 1936 = 100) 


(2 opsehanre tect ntoydivui aed sas apatin ete bofiii ds i get eneteaasnumelnrebgir as cients tents aT ae rere 
i Maritime 
Month a anede ti Provinces so suebec. i 
a. ny, 40 ee yet 940 ihn 939 | 1940) 
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January Peccl 76.5 | 85.8 80 24 92 05 ites 88.5 
February c+ses 7133 | 82.5 76.06 9347 76.6 83.5 
! 
March eereeene 8309 | | 83.5 95,8 
April CHOI TA A 91.2 | | 87.9 933 
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i 2 eal | 
A 
Bugist cosscei 110.3 | 102.3 | ioe? 
September ooo 129.8 t 107 29 | 117 .4 
| 
i| 
October | 122 4 | 100.5 | | 120.2 
eee . 1} . 
November sooco|| 102.6 | | 103.4 104.8 
ae say: f 
i { 
December 2.502)! 126.1 | H 124.0 | | nA BP 
i} a 
% Change, | t | 
2 months, 1940)! +12,3 | i +18 .6 | +11.5 
teat i 1 
: { | i 
gs SE Se ee 
Cin ae ein irae sme | British 
Month ‘Saben -ians hota. ee  HaSkatchewan |! Alberta Columbia 
ne SE a a ET ot ~ 140 I Tiga T1949 
' " 
January erect 1052 | (urge i! 62 .6 | TOT 71.3 eg 
February ...+6l| 68.5 | 7103 | 604 | 67.4 66.4 1120 
March eeeroevo 83.3 | 10,0 | 78,6 
April a Seo | | 83.4 { 95 96 
| Hee | 
May Ne 98 28 | i 8603 rey) 
| | | 
JUNC eecceessoo|| 161.2 | 8405 | | 95-6 
ees i 
July Ceoweeoe 0 108.7 | 8764 | 95D 
. . { . Ht 
\ 
August erecceo|| 116.7 sh ree nas W 114.3 
i : 
September nesoll 15139 f 166,0 | 144.2 
a } 
October et) Was | i 5G s | ; 13564 
November ae 103.6 20267» | N 106.3 
; t } i$ 
December a gS 352 | if Aes | | 138.6 
% Change, aH } : | 
2 months, 194 a7 +11,8 = i P12 63 t +1309 
B3)) | 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


March, 1940 


Country general stores averaged 9 per cent higher in March of this year than 
last according to reports received from approximately 700 general merchandise stores lo- 
cated in the smaller towns and rural areas of the country. All parts of the Dominion 
registered increases ranging from 2 per cent in Southern Quebec to 16 per cent in Northern 
Saskatchewan. Increases for the provinces were: Saskatchewan, 14 per cent; Alberta, 13 
per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 11 per cent; Ontario and Manitoba, 8 per cent; 

British Columbia, 7 per cent and Quebec, 3 per cent. 


Sales for the first three months of 1940 increased by 11 per cent from 1939. 
Results for Ontario and Saskatchewan showed little variation from the Dominion average; 
the Maritime Provinces increased 16 per cent, Alberta, 14 per cent, Manitoba, 10 per cents 
Quebec, 9 per cent, and British Columbia, 5 per cent, 


These results are based on calendar month dollar sales, no provision being 
made for differences in number of business days in different months. There was one less 
business day in March, 1940 than in March, 1939 but this was offset by a fifth Saturday in 
March this year, 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


a 
3 3 ee 


March, 1940 March, 1940 
March, 1939 March, 1939 
Number of Number ‘Number of Number 
Region stores reporting Region stores reporting |Per cent 
reporting/an increase} change || ue _|reportingjan increase] change 
Maritime Saskatchewan} 
Provinces: 89 66 + 11.3 NOVGH lawiseas 64 49 + 15.6 
Quebec: | T HUNG OUCH Ho ane 4 56 37 + 10,2 
South dese 55: 27 Fees 
a j TOTAL weeoos 120 86 + 13.6 
NOvGh «20s 47 22 + 4,1 
| Alberta: 
TOCR lea a 102 49 capes Yi North ivires 6 55 35 + 1455 
Ontario: — i South anes a6 85 65 + Li 
BEG> sc040 48 40 + 12,8 : 
no ; VOTE Gs e's eso 140 100 + 12,6 
North sis 37 18 + 29 
4 : British 
Waet 0.0; 53 37 + 6.2 Columbia: 51 34 + 6,8 
DOE e «6 138 95 + 8,0 
i CANADA: 696 467 + 8,8 


Manitoba: 56 37 = a ee) ! 
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Indexes of Country General Store Sales 


(Average Monthly Sales in 1936 «= 100) 


See eS eee = —————— ee a a ee 


yl ele pega ee 
Month Canada Provinces Quebec Onyerio 
1939 1940 | | 1940 | 1939 1940 {| 1939 | . 1940. 
; 


January eseoee 716.5 85.45 77.6 88.5 76,0 84.3 
February seeee 133 82.5 ; 76.6 83.5 74.3 8343 
March sssecves 83.9 9126 95.8 996 84,1 9165 
eas csv s's 91,2 9343 88.9 
ertasysss | 1089 12861 11469 

Boe vashec]| 10307 120,6 104.7 

Br eexsarss |) 10604 127.0 110.5 

MUSUSt eveecen | 110.3 113.7 106,1 
September soos 129.8 117.4 114.1 

October savcoes 122,4 120.2 105.0 

November .soos 102.6 104.8 99.4 

December seen 126.4 12769 120.0 

, Change, 

3 months, 1940|| 411.1 + 8.6 +105 

1939 


anh ey en eee enon ea a A”. Brat ab 
Month | _____Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta Columbia 


CL LO as a | a | Ce BE 
January poreee | 719.2 Th oF 62.6 69.5 Tl.3 80,1 80.3 84.8 


February esees 68.5 1703 60.4 67.4 66.4 770 79 01 82.0 
March EAM EI a 83.3 89.5 10.0 80,2 78.6 88.8 89.8 95 42 


ti ee oe 


APYAl eeesseee|| 931 8344 95 +6 for a 
Hey. cesreeteer | 98,8 86 43 yoo ROP eT 
JUN scoveeees 101,42 84.5 956 116.7 
July sevscesse]] 10847 87.4 9505 108,4 
ugust oeesessf] 11647 107.1 114.3 110.8 
September sees Loe? 166,0 144,2 114,1 
October seecoc|| 124.4 158.7 135.4 106 62 
November esoesl} 103.6 102 67 106.3 9305 
December seeee|| 133.2 120.8 138.6 118.9 
h Change, 

3 months, 1940], +10.1° | 412.5 +1357 + Fed 

1939 | | | | 
= a a 


Note: Indexes for February and liarch, 1940, are subject to revision, 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


April, | 1940 


Country general store sales for April advanced by 6 per cent over March 
and were 7 per cent higher than in April, 1939 according to reports from approximately 
700 of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas of 
the country. All regions excepting the southern districts of Saskatchowan and Alberta 
reported gains over April a year ago, Sales in the Maritime Provinces and Quobec wore 
up by 9 per cent, Ontario sales gained 10 per cent; Manitoba, 1 peor cont and British 
Columbia, 3 por cont. 4 13 per cont incrcaso in the northern districts of Saskatchowan 
was modificd by a decline of 3 per cont in tho southorn sections resulting in a gain of 
7 per cont for tho province as a whole. Sales in the northern part of Alberta wore up 
ll por cont while salos in tho southorn soctions averaged 7 por cent lowor than in April 
last year, 

The 6 per cont increase shown in tho Dominion results for the March-April 
comparison was slightly loss than the usual scasonal movoment for this period according 
to tho experionce of the past four years for which figures aro available, Tho April 
index, adjustod for diffcroncos in number of businoss days and for normal scasonal vare- 
iations declinod from 108.4 in March to 106.2 in April. 


Porcontageo Chango in Country Goncral Storo Salos by Regions 
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+ 858 | North ceeeee 
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t South eeesee 
Souths vee anyone i 
a MOOT OTR ert. 2 114 
North «occ 31 + 1052 | 
| } | Alborte: i. er 
TOTAL eeee 66 | + 0) | North ov enee 
Ontario: ; i South sseceoe| 
East Peres shy) oa 1353 i 
ae TOTLIY vasivie 138 
North ogee 22 aF See) | | 
ste il British 
Wost ececos 32 + 10.7 Columbia: 56 28 + 3,0 
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Adjusted Indexes 


Indexes of country general store sales are now available for Ontario and 
the Prairie Provinces since January, 1936. Indexes for the Maritime Provinces, Quebec 
and British Columbia commenced in March, 1936. The indexes previously published were 
based on calendar month totals, no allowances being made for differences in the number of 
business days in various months or for normal seasonal movements. 


Adjustments to allow for these factors have recently been made and in this 
report there will be found tables giving the complete series of indexes since the begin- 
ning of 1936. Two series of indexes are shown. The first is based on monthly sales fig- 
ures while the second is adjusted to allow both for differonceos in number of busincoss 
days and also for normal scasonal variations, 


In adjusting for difforences in the number of business days in different 
months allowance was made not only for variations in the actual numbor of days but also 
for difforonces in the sales importance of different days of tho week. According to in- 
formation received from a sample number of country general stores, approximately 27 por 
cont of the weekly business is transacted on Saturday. The proportion for Wednesday is 
lowest at 13 per cont. The proportions for the soveral days of the week aro shown below: 


Percontage of Wockly Business Normally Transacted by Country Goncral Stores 
on Various Days of the Wook : 


A Day Por cont of business 
Monday | 1532 
Tucsday 13.8 
Wednesday 1342 
Thursday 15.4 
Friday 15.68 
Saturday 2667 
S TARO SOs 


On the basis of theso percentages, woights were assigned to the several 
deys of the wook and the sum of these woights for a calendar month was taken to represont 
the number of business days in that month, 


Adjustments for soasonel variations are provisional until rocords for a 
longer period of time become available. Avcrage results for the Dominion as a whole 
indicate that country genoral store salos are lowest in January when the volume of bus- 
inoss transacted is 22 por cent below an avorage month, Fobruary and March sales are 
only slightly highor, An upward movement commonccd in April is continued in May when 
sales are normally 4 per cont above an average month. Sales are maintained at the May 
level throughout the summer months until September whon another expansion takes placo, 
which, excopt for an casing off in Novomber is continucd till tho ond of the yoar, 
Approximately 38 per cont of the annual business of country gonoral stores is transacted 
in tho last four months of the ycar, 


The scasonal pattern for country gencral stores differs considerably for 
difforent regions of the country, the concentration of business in the lattor part of 
the yoar being greater in the Prairioc Provinces than in other sections, Sales in the 
last four months of tho year form 40 por cont of the annual business in Manitoba, 43 por 
cont in Saskatchewan and 41 per cont in Alberta. This groater concentration of business 
in the latter months of the year is naturally accompaniod by lower sales in the carlicr 
months. 
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INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
(Average slonthly hly Sales for 1930 = 100) 


A, Unadjusted indexes, B,. Seasonally adjusted indexes 


‘(= Dia thie diimnmceeeaiediinatitatmabinal RR ETE EE SE EE OEE ES SS SES OS NS SES Tee OS Se eee —r9 
ee a a SS a ee ee Ee see rer: er ee ee ee ae ee ee wa F 


Year | Maritime 
and | Provinces 


Month Ba is hl als 
1936 

EWUETY. «4006 (1) 
February sesee (1) 
March Pecan ea 100.2 
April oeeroeeee 99 of 
May e@eoceoeev ee 91,0 
June eso ee 100.0 
July soevseees 97.8 
August essere 101.8 


September weve 
October scesecc 
November seeooe 
December .eooe 


1 Oe Merce 
January seseee 
February soeee 
March ee dh 
April a 
May eereroeves 
June seco evens 
July ccccscves 
BUCUBS vencese 
September sees 
Recaber sso 'sas 
November wooo 
December seeoe 
Annual Average 


i etic 
January Pesview% 
February esses 
March coeenene 
April eeoveccce 
May eee 
June eee veee 


July eoveseone 99 2 
August sessens 100.7 
September vee. 98.8 
October venece 96.0 


November sweooe 
December seves 
Annual Average 


: sine! 


January soseecs 


March te 


April eeecveee 96 3 
May eeveoeoveee 97 +7 
June penecoees 97 «6 
July eeesneces 94.43 


August vesoese 
September .... 
October seeses 
November «esas 
December evrece 
Annual Average 


January covers 
Been or sy costes 
March{2). cesses | 
April(2\. oe : 
1) Indexes for these months are not available. Indexes for this region based on the 


twelve month period ending February, 1937. (2) Subject to revision. 
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INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
(Average Monthiy Sales for 1936 = 100) 


ug epee: indexes. By Seasonally ad juswed indexes, 


Year wane Lips el wea penial ss Pod 
and Ge Saskatchewan __fiberta 
Nonth aad ba 
1936 ° : 

anuary coerce 9204 

‘obruary seeee 89.49 

larch eoeneeee 9644 

Pril secccees 935 

AY vacsoecees 102 44 

WINS ys eevee 9567 

‘uly vue ecases 94.4 

ugust roeadeoe 104.7 

eptember sees L108 

1eEOOOT specrs 105.2 

lovember weave 9561 


Jecember seeseoes 


1 a 
fanuary e@egees 
‘eDFUary voees 
larch eeeoeooe 
Pris Peseesee 
lay aeeereerns 
Fune wapeke eee 
uly NT Ne tek 
ugust aseeres 
eptember eeoe 
LEGODEYr »seres 
lovember eeee- 
Jecember eeeee 
anual Average 


19.38 
fanuary eoneee 
‘ebruary erene 
PCH (sae ewe 6 


S Peace be) ip hiel (oiia, -o:« 


‘pril- oeaseece 


lay eevee eeene 98.1 
Fune tocvereos 105 .4 
uly eeeonegore 103.6 
Lugust eoreeee 98.8 
jeptember bes 96.0 
Ictober eoveeve 9305 


lovember eeene 
Jecember eseeg 
innyal Average 


ne 


Annual Average 


January escses Glee 
February eevee 92 67 
larch ersgreees 926 6 
April eoceooce ae ‘ 
May @eeoegoeoee @ 

Tasie % ass e'¢'et's 88.6 
July sovecvres 94.6 
August oe vistateta 99 «3 
September wees et 
October oeevee ee 
November secon | 90.4 
December a 102 .8 


i] 
104.6 | 
L 


1940 ; 
January oe eg ooe | TT 67 110.3 of 
fermey cere Zee? | heed | gts | ee 
jarch(2 seeee | Je ° 
ane MO a Mee LS, LP 308.3 Were 9509 | 200.3 1205.0 | 107.5 


(1) Indexes for these months are en avediabioe 1) Indexes for this region based on the 
twelve month period ending February, 1937. (2) Subject to revision. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


May, 1940 


Country general store sales in Canada averaged 9 per cent higher in May of 
this year than last and were up 21 per cent over spril, 1940 according to returns from 
almost 700 of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural 
areas. 411 sections of the country reported increased business, gains in the southern 
districts of Saskatchewan and Alberta being outstanding at 17 por cont and 18 por cent - 
rospoctively ovor May last yoar. Provincial increascs were as follows: Maritime Provine- 
cos, 6 peor eont; Qucbec, 11 por cont; Ontario, 6 per cont; Manitoba, 4 por cont; Saskate~ 
Ghowen, 12 por cont; Alborta, 14 por cent and, British Columbin, 1 por cont. Tho 
unadjusted indox on the 1936 base for Canada as a wholo stands -t 118.0 for May, 1940, 
W713 for April, 1940 and 108.9 for hiey, 1939. 


The May index, adjusted both for diffcroncos in numbor of busincss days 


and 2lso for normel soesonal variections stands st 109.6, up 3 per cont from .:pril and 
8 por cont highcr than Mey a yoar ago. 


Porcontage Chango in Country General Store Seles by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES. 


- June, 1940 


Country feneral store sales in Canada averaged 8 per cent higher in June 
of this year over June, 1939, according to returns received from almost 700 of these 
general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. All sections 
of the country reported increased business ranging from 1 per cent for British Columbia 
to 17 per cent for the southern district of Saskatchewan. Provincial increases were as 
follows: Maritime Provinces, 4 per cent; Quebec, 10 per cent; Ontario, 6 per cent; 
Manitoba, 3 per cont; Saskatchewan, 14 per cent; Alberta, 12 per cent; and British 
Columbia, 1 per cent. The unadjusted index on the 1936 base for Canada as a whole stands 
at 112.4 for June 1940, 118.0 for May. 1940, and 103.7 for Juno, 1939. 


Tho June index, adjusted both for differconces in number of businoss days 


and for normal scasonal variations stands at 108.9, 10 per cent highor than Juno a year 
AZG- 


Percontage Change in Country Goncral Store Sales by Regions 
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Juno, 1940 June, 1940 
Jume, 1939 Juno, 1939 
Number of} Number 
Rogion Region storos reporting Por cont 
reportingjan increasq chan 
Maritime Saskatchowan: 
Provinces: 47 + 4.3 | North ¢<.- << +13.0 
Quebec: f 
South .-... 32 410.3 Southwewewer +16.5 
Worth...... 26 +10-1 | TOTAL ...... 414.3 
TOTAL e@veres 58 410.2 caine 
. North . ° ar 9-0 
Ontario: : 
Hast «creer 34 +10.0 South ...--. +1346 
North esee-: 18 + 3.3 TOTAL «+... 411.9 
West «.-e++- 33 fe 5-1 British 
Columbia: + 0.8 
TOTAL . 85 + 6.3 | CANADA: + 8.3 
Manitoba: 32 mou ae 
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July, 1940 


Country general store sales averaged 6 per cent higher in July of this 
year than last and were maintained at the same level as in June, 1940 according to re- 
turns from approximately 700 of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller 
towns and rural areas. All sections excepting Manitoba and the southern districts of 
Saskatchewan reported gains compared with July a year ago- Sales in Ontario and Quebec 
weré up by 9 per cent; Alberta reported a gain of 7 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 
5 per cent; Saskatchewan, 4 per cent and British Columbia, 2 per cent. Sales in 
Manitoba were down by 1 per cent. 


The July index, adjusted for differences in number of business days and 


for normal seasonal variations declined 1 per cent below the June figure and was 6 per 
cent above the corresponding index for July, 1939. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Country general store sales averaged 10 per cent higher in August this year 
than last and increased 8 per cent over July, 1940, according to returns from approximately 
100 of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. All 
sections of the country reported gains ranging from 3 per cent for Manitoba and Northern 
saskatchewan to 20 per cent for Eastern Ontario. Sales in Ontario were up by 17 per cent; 
Quebec reported a gain of 12 per cent; Alberta, 7 per cent; and Saskatchewan and British 
Columbia, 5 per cent. 


Part of the increase over August last year must be attributed to a differ- 
ence in business days. There were five Saturdays in August this year and four a year ago. 
On making allowance for this factor and also for normal seasonal movements, sales in August, 
1940, were up by 1 per cent over July and were 6 per cent above the level of August, 1939. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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September, 1940 


Country general store sales averaged 11 per cent lower in September this 
year than last and decreased Alt per cent below August, 1940, according to returns received 
from approximately 700 of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns 
and rural areas. While sales in Eastern Ontario were practically unchanged, all other 
parts of the country reported decreases ranging from 3 per cent in the northern sections 
of Quebec to 25 per cent in Northern Saskatchewan. Sales for the province of Ontario as 
a whole were down by 5 per cent; the Maritime Provinces and Quebec decreased 6 per cent; 
British Columbia, 9 ver cent; Alberta, 15 per cent, Manitoba, 20 per cent; and Saskatche- 
Wan, 22 per cent. 


Part of the decrease from September last year must be attributed to a 
difference in the number of business days. There were five Saturdays in September a year 
ago and four this year. On making allowance for this factor and also for normal seasonal 
movements, sales in September, 1940, were only 2 per cent below August of this year and 
4 per cent below September, 1939. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sules by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


October, 1940 


Country general store sales averaged 4 per cent higher in October this © 
year than last and increased 9 per cent over September, 1940 according to returns receive 
3d from approximately 700 of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller 
towns and rural areas. Gains over October a year ago were reported in all provinces 
axcept Manitoba and Saskatchewan where regulations governing the marketing of the wheat 
srop affected the usual seasonal distribution of farm income resulting in declines in 
value of retail trading below 1939. Per cent changes ranged from an increase of 15 per 
cent for the liaritime Provinces to a decrease of 13 per cent for Saskatchewan. Seles for 
the province of Quebec as a whole increased 10 per cent; Ontario, 7 per cent; Alberta, 3 
ser cent and British Columbia, 2 per cent. Manitoba decreased 4 per cent. 


Allowing for one more business day this year than last and also for 


1ormal seasonal movements, sales in October, 1940 were up by 3 per cent over September of 
this year and were on a par with the level of business in October a year ago. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Seles by Regions 
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HONTSLY ~NDESES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE RE SALES 


November, 1949. 


Country general store sales averaged 15 per cent higher in November this 
year than last and increased 1]. per cent over October, 1940, according to returns re- 
ceived from approximately 700 of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller 
towns and rural areas, Gains over November a year ago were reported by all regions of 
the country and ranged from 10 per cent for Hestern Ontario to 2/7 per cent for Manitoba, 
Sales for British Columbia and the peovince of Ontario as a whole ee haa ie by 12 per 
cent; the Maritime Provinces 14 per cent; Saskatchewan 15 per cent; Quebec 16 per cent, 
and Alberta 18 per cent. 


urday this year than last and also for normal 
1940, were up by 2 per cent over October of this 
sr a yoar ago. 


Allowing for one more Sat 
seasonal movements, sales in November, 
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year and le per cent higher than Nov ee 


Percentage Cha. angs in Countsy General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
Desemoer , A080 


Country general store sales averaged 4 per cent higher in December this 
year than last according to returns received from approximately 700 of these general 
merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. Gains over December a 
year ago were reported by all regions of the country except Saskatchewan and ranged from 
1 per cent for southern Alberta to 11 es cent for Northern Quebec. Sales for the pro- 
vince of Quebec as a whole increased by 9 per cent; the Maritime Provinces and Manitoba 
5 per cent; Ontario and British aed 4 per cent, and the province of alberta as a 
whole 2 per cent. Sales for Saskatchewan decreased by 4 per cent. 


&llowing for 4 Saturdays in December this year as compared with 5 last 
year and also for normal seasonal movements, sales in December were up by 4 per cent over 
November of this year and 7 per cent higher than December a year ago- 


Annual sales for 1940 averaged 6 per cent higher than in 1939, increases 
of 8 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, Quebec and Ontario comparing with smaller gains 
of 6 per cent in Alberta, 3 per cent in Manitoba and British Columbia and 1 per cent in 
Saskatchewan. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


January, 1941 


Country general store sales averaged 2 per cent higher in January this 
year than last according to returns received from approximately 650 of these general 
merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. Gains over January a 
year ago were reported by all regions of the country except the Maritime Provinces and 
the northern sections of Saskatchewan and ranged from 1 per cent for the southern portion 
of Quebec to 7 per cent for the eastern district of Ontario. Sales for the provinces of 
British Columbia, Ontario and Quebec increased by 4 per cent; Alberta, 5 per cent and 
Manitoba, 6 per cent. Sales for the Maritime Provinces decreased by 3 per cent while a 
decrease of 6 per cent in the northern district of Saskatchewan was partially offset by 
an increase of 3 per cent in the southern section of the province. 


Allowing for differences in number of days and for normal seasonal move~ 
ments, sales in January were up by 4 per cent over January a year ago and were down by 
2 per cent from December, 1940. There was the same number of business days in January 
this year as last. 


In order to conform with other series of index numbers issued by the 
Bureau the indexes of country general store seles have been recomputed using as base the 
average monthly sales during the five-year period, 1935 to 1939. Beginning with the 
present issue, indexes of country general store sales are given on tho new base. The 
complete series since the beginning of 1936 will be given in a special bulletin soon to 
be published. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


K January, Loe Hie Sere Th tar nNn nae January, 1941 
anuary, 1940_ : January, 1940 


oe 


Number of [ Number [ | zi ‘Number of| Number 
Region stores reporting Region stores reporting | Per cent 
reporting jan increas@ change reporting}an increase] change 
Maritime ! Saskatchewan: : 
Provinces: 78 29 - 3.0 North ..... . 59 18 - 6.3 
Quebec: South «-csve 53 29 + 3.4 
South ..+- 52 20 Per Oleg 2 
TOTAL aves 112 47 <<) ota 
North .... 43 30 + 5.4 
Alberta: 
TOTAL .... 95 50 + 4.0 North .-s-+. 58 31 + 54 
Ontario: SOU bs sees 716 45 + 4.6 
Bast «ssc 49 28 zt EY odes : 
ASOT Th tes toegs 134 76 + 4.9 
North. .2u 38 20 + 3.7 
: British 
West «2... 48 24 + 2.4 Columbia: es 28 + 39 
TOTAL .-..| 135 12 penkes 
CANADA : 660 339 + 224 


Manitoba: 54 37 + 6.2 | 


ee 


: y is? Lae 
Pree yar > a Semhaaene eee ian pened taste pa setonarena heer oats ae 


as haa & ‘ 
Re kee oes Mao Soe) a a eee Abe Ae 
Nia] 


pe 


SEC * of) aoa ’ 
Lad seni dm Sra main Aig pasea "' 


nore 


we 


heen ot 
Jabee | N 


{ , bai ail Boe A nading 
rye ey ’ besuk eer vgaataek Ni bah bhas phe A ating 
Pe) ave 4 ' ; z ‘ : i J 

. ‘ y i See ; a poe 4 eo é i 
ia) Dy 1 34 Ok ba | ' Y, rut Pan £ er ‘e biel 
; wo be - 4 ( wy 
ai 
uf ‘ r 
vs ir 5 
} wo 
; , 
ie sae | 4 
"fot i 
¥ 
T: 
i 
ni ‘ ; 
APT he 13 ‘ 
i 
pay 
aly oo 
ba) y ' , \ 
‘ . f ey ¢ ‘ 
: ; ‘ 
> ay 4 
hdd be reer Ar 3) bs Shue 
> a | ~ tet 
: 
4 , 1 " A’ 
Cate ey LB pe ape cy el sti Po de, pox 
~ Sai nay whee & “ She Sip SON we 


ro NK ys) ey) ‘one via 


. 


dpedpeiests” te an icine Stk oe dite mney lt Me hevige teint Sh eawtritis Nemes (oe eae etrinibawere my mints pan oe 


‘Uotstaert 09 goefqns ose Typ4T *Asenuer pus OP6T ‘tequieseq Joy soexoput 
"aT QB{TTeAe JON (ve) 


: Ovét ‘Arenuer 
= part : 0°S + = L°e = 2 wager = eta - Oc} + - ot = - vc + |\l- Trop eaenep 
: : , fesueyo ¥ 
8-90T | 9°99 Si as Pager Z°zOt | 9°89 o-clts |b 08 92601 1.6290 |\-E-9Tt- 44-4719 Pico 6-68 TOOT [h-Eg |e Aenea 
oT 
| Ty 
O-COts Oo nec Heocetl jer <Qet 16°06 C7OLL lo 91 lal 7 Lets || wee Orel -b Piecl | OC s2t | Leet dl ec vite) tOeh Nv tlt lev Cee: = ees 
hero 7 Eezor |) y20Tt | O-g2t || 9-TOT | ee6Tt || L°6Tt | v-gets| 97eCT | L<6ot []-c-oTTt | 6°STT yj v-60T | E°LZTU WY 9°-BOL y T°OTT 19 QUIOAO ff 
S10L | 0-201 If S*90t {-E°LET {| 6°16 6°OvT }} 1°96 SOUL 2°90T | 9°OLT | 9°STT | L°vet | 0°QOL | L'eii- 0-100 -|-22ec0: > tesioaas 
g°gé TeeCL Hed Cot | Teele 20 c0Cra ec scree 96 O07 S250 dab. SOL SOE | oO vOTSIG -90L= iW <cOl I 9 e0Obe | Osi ae taqueydes 
BFO0r 1sO9eUl Wi 1-Q0L) oc" eel. |< S70Or | -9°f1T 4) 6°46 VOLE | GaOtt | Sec ! G°90T | S°*TeT | k-90T- 1 9° 2TE WS7SOL 4 be 27 oe eae 
| f a-66. |o4°COre || L2vOl le 1b - «TNE 
| G=EOL 1] =OC VOT S62 90L ‘bc ORE ie ee 
| T "zor | 9°€2t | gs90T | S°9UT il ee 
| LOT 40°56 -BeGS2 0 PE Shs No ee 
0*90T.-|.<5 £6 keGOT- 19469 es 2 to tan 
OF bits Ic co L°Sot {| L°6Lh |lece ce: Arenagqeg 
9°90T | 0°26 6-Lot | L°tg rrr7+ +: Azenuer 
OveT 
TacOler tic 60 T60T | L°€Q Hee--> TH6T *Aaenuer 
4 9°90T | 0°26 6-Lot | L'Tg frre’ Ové6t ‘Azenuer 
2°96 G*09 G°66 T°EL lloeces GEGT SAxenues 
o-Lot | 6°68 0°90T | Z°gk frcceee Qcét SAsenuve 
| L*€Ot | 5°68 COTO Pere sooee JCCT Skrenusy 
Oe | @ ee 
ij ! 
d Vv 


yyuoW, pue ree8ez 
erqumtop  : By IsqlTy UENO eySBg B07 TUSHT | 
23 UsSTatag ; . pe fF 


Mage blaine AA jl © ven 
wpe Maan me cemtine 


3 


V.'/ hetaie nls pee eae “ 


’ . 
7 4 . 
y ’ 
- 
i 5 $ 
§ ‘ 
: i 
; 3 
i 
> 
; 
o ‘ 
; any ’ ~ 
. 
y ¥ 
¢ ‘ \ 
' rE 4 ; ‘se 
~ > ( - 
} . vnt 
: 
. a: ae 
4 4 a Be » A ty 4 a, 
Moyen ieee — . > mn e - in tly glade lend Aten se Nay 
4 roy 7 ' 
; _ ; < in 
¢ wre phe Teh Rta Re ape OS WR UB ah ean : 
i a . t ' . b » a4 
2 ‘ 
é f iia Keo Ee hy 
2 ae , ‘ yea La ae Eth 
‘ r i . ‘ < ‘ 
. “ = Pe ‘ ~~ 
- | worn Ss Je and Yaya. aA 
ee ; ‘ fy 
he f ae * 
vs ° te “- 
ing t r 73 win my 
hi ‘ . 6 
7 ’ , POT ig aay H's 
ya 
| miigoninee 2 a hee ogee enti Pye vee 
é 
é ‘ , . ’ e 
. 4 1 > 4, «9 es . 
y ' ‘ « ° 
ri , * : on ‘ 
hag : x 7 ‘ aay 
t i) at; 2. % 
ae a wn 
Hite : 
bY ope ahs my sis Bemis r « has ee waa 7 Ap aig a: Laid abit See ee pam e Koti patty wet ereiceirn 
~ ¥ * * 
Se : j ’ m . ty aA " . iy 
' . , ¥ ’ ’ rs * 4 4 . N ow 
5 é , ‘ eh a te ot VS oe fg Sas Dae eet ee ee 
’ i ’ ‘ a ; , we ¥ te) > yr’ és ary es i tenet 
“ ; sae b h ¥, f i» , Vy * 
. ; “6 ‘ + A el el i . P+ an oe 
x 
$e t Ris 5% a i 
f 1 a Hahah oeglne wks dabptrgls aaa An ha ote thn one lls wht Aniline eesti 
iad 1 “ 
rly 3 : eo ’ Mm oA or e « i ae x? 
poke U . + ’ . ¥ « - , ey 
= F a rs 4% 4 yA OSS ee ee 
- ’ * r - ey ong 
BA Ae : aad Fs oT, Sd CXe Tew 
ley j part ; ae ; 
3 : ‘ds 
74 5 fe alee © renee nme @ « 4th Am See 0 Oia ea te 6 int Cael Ne es BIS de a eee! 
ie { tawobay we kami Cove ree oe Laehe> oo te lef Reanaa ta andor qe 8 chante a lay wr ee 
a 
yy ‘ . ¥ i. 
vi ' 3 . P ¥ “ . 4 
i] ~ re ‘ > , 
¢ i cP les vy fe) ? 
Ll eer ee 
ta > i oe rw, 
“4 j 
i . - . a ag pn a a Ae Hy . 


iw } ‘ Rac ae rey fat 
« oy Are at : F 

by 2 es ry ¢ oS a be eg aS 

A Hoty ae BY AS MO ek eS ae eR Ee oa! 


———— — a ee 


Published by Authority of the HON» JALSS A. MacKINNON, M.P. 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 


re rte er ee ree a ee ee ee oe ee ee eee 


SO EE Se Oe ee ee ee eee 2 ree ee eee 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE CAL 
DOMINION BUREAU OF statistics DEPT. OF POLIT!” Sa 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH UNIVERSITY OF TORON 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


Mueeron statistician; §§ § | | RsH. Coate, Ll.D., FsReS.CG., F.S.8- (Hon) 


r] 
ad 


Chief, Internal Trade Branch; Herbert hiarshall, B. A., F.S.5. 

Statistician: a Poe Mix. aC. Steedman, ae Oe eae 

Mol. 5 = No. 2 Year's Subscription, 51-00 
Single copies, - 10 


_MONTHLY INDEXSS OF COUNTRY GENASRAL STORE SALES 


_February, 1941. 


Country general store sales averaged 4 per cent higher in February 
this year than last according to returns received from 675 of these general merchandise 
stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas- Gains over February a year ago 
were reported by all resions of the country except the northern sections of Saskatchewan 
and Alberta and ranged from 1 per cent for the eastern portion of Ontario to 7 per cent 
for both the northern and southern districts of Quebec. Sales for the province of 
Alberta increased by 1 per cent; Ontario, 2 per cent; the Maritime Provinces and 
British Columbia, 3 per cent and Quebec 7 per cent. Sales for the province of Manitoba 
were unchanged while a decrease of 5 per cent in the northern district of Saskatchewan 
and slightly increased sales in the southern section resulted in a decline of 3 per cent 
in sales for the province as a whole. 


hllowing for differences in number of days and for normal seasonal 
movements, sales in February were up by 8 per cent over February a year ago and increased 
by 5 per cent from January, 1941. There was one more business day in February last year 
than this. 


rere 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


LE nel 


Country general store sales averaged 6 per cent higher in March this 
ear than last according to returns received from approximately 675 of these general 
erchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. Gains over March a 
ear ago were reported by all regions of the country except the northern section of 
askatchewan and ranged from 1 per cent for the western portion of Ontario and the 
orthern district of Alberta to 17 per cent for the eastern section of Ontario. Sales 
or the Maritime Provinces, Alberta and British Columbia increased by 3 per cent; 
anitoba, 6 per cent; Ontario, 8 per cent and Quebec, 11 per cent. A decrease of 4 per 
ent in the northern section of Saskatchewan was partially offset by increased sales in 
he southern portion, resulting in a decline of 2 per cent in sales for the province as 
wholee 


Allowing for differences in number of days and normal seasonal movements, 
ales in March were up by 6 per cent over March a year ago. There was the same number 
f business days in March this year as last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


April, 1941 


Country general store sales averaged 13 per cent higher in April 
this year than last according te returns received from approximately 675 of these 
general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. Gains over 
April a year ago were reported by all regions of the country except the northern sec~ 
tion of Saskatchewan and ranged from 3 per cent for the province of British Columbia tc 
25 per cent for the eastern section of Ontario and the northern district of Quebec. 
Sales for the province of Manitoba increased by 9 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 10 
per cent; Ontario, 15 per cent; Alberta, 18 per cent and Quebec, 23 per cent. A decrease 
of 4 per cent in the northern section of Saskatchewan was offset by increased sales in 
the southern portion, resulting in an increase of 2 per cent for the province as a whole, 


Allowing for differences in number of business days and normal 
seasonal movements, sales in April were up by 5 per cent over March of this year and 
increased by 14 per cent over April a year ago. There was the same number of business 
days in April this year as last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


Koei, isa ( April, 1941 
April, 1940. Paes SP lode Meare 3S) 5 LOT y 


'Number of! Number Number of | Number 
Region stores reporting |Per cent Region reporting |Per cent 
reportinglan increase] change _ lan increase} change 
Maritime | Saskatchewant 
Provinces: 82 : 56 + 9.6 Notes 32 64 32 ~ 4.3 
Quebec: South +s3-- . 52 35 + 13.7 
South ..., 50 42 + 20.3 ; 
; TOTAL -veee> 116 67 + 2.4 
North .... 43 37 + 24.9 
: Alberta: 
TOTAL .... 93 719 + 23.4 Norta.se.. ; 56 39 + 14.6 
Ontario: South’. So. 84 69 + 19.9 
Bast ---e. 44 39 + 25.0 : 
: TOTAL «s+. 140 108 + 17-9 
North .... 38 25 + 9.2 ‘ 
: British 
Wast cine 53 39 + 10.7 Columbia: 58 38 + 269 
TOTAL «... 135 103 + 15.1 


CANADA 3 678 487 + 13.3 
Manitoba: 54 36 + 8.8 | : 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


May, 1941 


Country general store sales averaged 9 per cent higher in May this year 
than last according to returns received from ovor 650 of these general merchandise stores 
located in the smaller towns and rural areas. Gains over May a year ago were reported 
by all regions of the country and ranged from 2 per cent for the southern section of 
Saskatchewan to 17 per cent for the northern part of Ontario. Sales for the province of 
British Columbia increased by 4 per cent; Saskatchewan, 5 per cent; Alberta, 6 per cent; 
the Maritime Provinces, 8 per cent; Ontario and Quebec, ll per cent and Manitoba, 14 
per cent. 


Allowing for differences in number of business days and normal seasonal 
movements, sales in Macy were up by 5 per cent over May a year ago but declined by 4 per 
cent from April of this year. There was one more Saturday in May this year than last. 


; Genoral Store Sales by Regions 


=a 


May, 1941 i May, 1941 


ees eee kG. BSL eA ie Ai Casta ce ATL Ba | May, 1940 


Number of } Number | 


‘Number of : Number | 


Region j{ stores | reporting |Per cent |; Region | stores | reporting jPer cent 
ireporting fan incroass| change ile Seed | Orop ireporting lan increase piel ancsesse | See 
a mae } ae CORT ST eT Saag Ls ORT i aR tant 
Maritime | | | |Saskatchovan:| & 
Provinces $j 82 58 | + 728 | Mewth «2.005! 54 | 46 + 6.2 
Quebec: | : | South eeveve 54 28 ae 1. 5 
Sana) ee a i Pe ee a | 
oo Geis Chee 108 14 Se (hee 
North 4 Beri. 33 eee | ; 
Pills Alberts 
TOTAL se. 92 | 68 | #112 | North os. & 40 + 8.8 
Ontario: | ase ek. 84 52 ne i 
Bast .-.+. i 32 [eee oe 
LOTOrR Ua aah AG 92 + 567 
North ....{ 36 | 24 + 16.8 Ji 
, | British 
West | 53 42 + 8.4 Columbia: 56 34 + 4.0 
{ : a 
TOTAL ....{ 132 98 +905 i 
| 3 | CANADA : 663 467 + 8.8 
Manitoba: | 53 43 } + 14.4 f; | : 
' ) 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


June, 1941 


Country general store sales averaged 5 per cent higher in June of 
this year than last according to returns received from 680 of these general merchandise 
stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. While the western part of Ontario 
showed no change from June a year ago, all other regions of the country reported gains 
ranging from 1 per cent for British Columbia and the northern district of Alberta to 9 
per eent for the Eastern section of Ontario. Sales for Alberta, Ontario and the Maritime 
Provinces increased by 4 per cent; Saskatchewan, 5 per cent and Manitoba and Quebec, 8 
per cent. 


Allowing for differences in number of business days and normal 
seasonal movements, sales in June were up by 8 per cent over June a year ago and increas~ 
ed by 3 per cent over May of this year. There was the same number of business days in 
June this year as last but only four Saturdays as compared with five in June of last 
year. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


June, 1941 | June, 1941 
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TOTAL .... 93 60 | fo Pol North-veis 55 34 + 0-8 
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: LOLA Veee ey mg 88 * 4.3 
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, British 
West eerxeoe 55 aif + 0.2 Columbia: 54 32 + 0.8 
TOTAL v++.{ 140 | 82 + 4.1 [f 
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Manitoba: sp) | 35 | + 8.2 } | ; 
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MONTHLY INDEX&S OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


July, 1941 


Country general store sales averaged 13 per cent higher in July of 
this year than last, according to returns received from approximately 700 of these 
general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural arease all regions of 
the country reported gains ranging from 8 per cent for British Columbia to 20 per cent 
for the southern part of Quebece Sales for Ontario increased by 10 per cent; Saskatche- 
wan, 12 per cent; alberta, 13 per cent; Quebec, 15 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 
16 per cent and Manitoba, 17 per cente 


Allowing for differences in number of business days and normal 
seasonal movements, sales in July were up by 13 per cent over July a year ago and in- 
creased by 3 per cent over June of this yeare There was the same number of business 
days in July this year as last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


Indy, 1942 July, 194) 
| uly, 1940 
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Region stores reporting |Per cont Region stores ce Per cent 
a an increase] chango _ Uae an increaso} 
Maritime eo || | Saskatchewan: 
Provinces: 84 60 + 1625 North aecees 63 46 + 9:0 
Quebec: South eevee 54 AL + 17e9 
South ++. 49 42 + 2002 
: jj TOTAL sevese 117 87 Ptees 
North vee. 45 32 +1209 | . 
5 jwlborta 
TOTAL «.0s 94 74 + 15.2 North sesere 56 48 + 14.6 
Ontario: i South saceas 87 67 + 12.5 
Hast «vene 47 34 + Lis2 | . 
: TOTAL | 0, o%4 2 143 115 as 13.3 
North weee 38 27 ee 8.9 
. British 
West «eres 54 39 + 9+8 |} Columbia: 59 39 + 8.44 
TOTAL eoee 139 100 + 10-0 | | 
; | CANADA : 690 520 | + 1362 
Manitoba! 54 acs | + howd } | 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


August, 1941 


Country general store sales averaged 11 per cent higher in August 
of this year than last according to returns received from 660 of these general merchan- 
dise stores located in the smaller towns and rural arease All regions of the country 
reported gains ranging from 2 per cent for the southern section of Saskatchewan to 19 
per cent for both the northern and southern parts of Quebece Sales in British Columbia 
increased by 6 per cent; Ontario and Alberta, 7 per cent; Saskatehewan, 8 per cent; 
the Maritime Provinces, 12 per cent; Manitoba, 16 per cent and Quebec, 19 per cente 


Allowing for differences in number of business days and normal 
seasonal movements, sales in August were up by 15 per cent over August a year ago and 
increased by 2 per cent over July of this yeare There was one business day more in 
August last year than thise 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


CANADA: 660 461 + 11.3 
Manitoba: | 55 y 


August, 1941 | August, 194). 
August, 1940 ; pA ae August, 1940 
Number of | Number | Number of | Number | 
Region stores | reporting |Per cent | Region stores reporting ;Per cent 
{reporting jan increase| change ; reporting lan increase 
, 
Maritime | Saskatchewan: 
Provinces: 82 57 + 1242 North o-eres 64 49 + 1164 
Quebec? South eorese 54 22 + 17 
South eevee 44 37 + 18.9 “ 
TOTAL seco 118 71 + 78 
North eevee 4l | 37 + 2540 . 
Alberta: 
TOTAL «eos 85 | 14 +1940 || North eeovee 55 42 + 853 
Ontario: South +ercee 19 57 + 67 
East epeve 47 | . 
POTAlsiwccceay 134 99 + Te3 
North eaecs 35 . 
| British 
West ereee 52 Columbia: 52 rs + 545 
TOTAL eoos 134 
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MONTHLY INDSXES OF COUNTRY GENERsL STORE ShLES 


September, 1.941 


Country general store 
this year than last, according to returns 
merchandise stores located in the smaller 
country except the southern part of 
for the northern section of alberta to 25 
Sales in Alberta increased by 6 per cent; 
Provinces and Ontario, 14 per cent; 
cente 


Saskat 


British Columbia, , 
& decrease of 11 per cent for the southern part of Saskatchewan was partially 


sales averaged 12 per cent higher in September 
received from over 670 of these general 

towns and rural earease 4411 regions of the 
chewan reported gains ranging from 3 per cent 
per cent for the southern area of Quebece 
Manitoba, 10 ver cent; the Maritime 

17 per cent and Quebec, 21 per 


on and resulted in a decline of 


offset by a gain of 5 per cent for the northern socti 
l per cont for the province as a wholes 


Allowing for differences in number of business days and normal 
seasonal movements, sales in September were up by 9 por cent over Scptember a year ago 


but decreased 7 per cent below August of this year» 


in September this yoar than laste 


There was one business day more 


Percentage Change in Country Gonoral Store Sales by Rogions 


Sepienies, e 1941 


Re peo aed 


ACT) 


“September, 1941 


OF, NS A TS 
ST TD 


Soe ee Te ainamarrcealenielcernvmeccunees au SOP weMbeIre L946 
jNumbor of! Numbor | ‘Number of ; Number | 
Region stores roporting |Per cent || Region | stores | reporting |Per cent 
reporting lan increase | chango jl reporting jan increase| chango 
i! i 
Maritime || saskatchewan: | 
Provinces: 82 57 + lhed | North rocco | 65 37 <)) nae 
Queboc: LS ONE nrtverorang | 53 12 ~- lLle2 
South oeee 48 | 42 | + 2520 | 
| | | OTAL: woes ea e)fo 228 49 2 O07 
North «eee 45 39 ' + 19% 4 i| 
| || Alborta: | 
TOTAL «sues 93 | 81 | + 2102 | North oe 55 32 + 228 
Ontario: | | South ves | 60 + 846 
Hast eceves 45 43 | + 1909 
) TOTAL ++. 92 + 664 
North -vee 34 26 | ote 10-7 i} ] | 
| | British | | 
Wost -esce 55 | 44 | + 11.9 | Columbia | 55 | 47 + 16.8 
i | 
TOTAL ..... | 134 | 113. | +2400 | | | 
| 1 GaNADA | 676 476 + 11-9 
Manitoba : 54 | 37 an ee) i | | 
i | i 
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MONTHLY INDSXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORS SALES 


October, 1941 


Country general store sales averaged 8 per cent higher in October 
this year than last according to returns received from 670 of these general merchandise 
stores located in the smaller towns and rural arease All regions of the country excep, 
the southern section of Saskatchewan and the northern part of Alberta reported gains 
ranging from 9 per cent for the Maritime Provinces and Ontario to 18 per cent for the 
northern section of Quebec- Sales in Manitoba increased by 14 per cent and British Col- 
umbia 15 per cente A decline of 12 per cent in the southern section of Saskatchewan was 
pertially offset by an increase of 4 per cent for the northern part resulting in a decline 
of 2 per cent for the province as a whole» A decrease of 9 per cent in the northern part 
of Alberta was partially offset by an increase in the southern sections resulting ina 
decline of 3 per cent for the province as a whole. 


Allowing for differences in number of business days and normal seas- 
onal movements, sales in October were up by § por cent over October a year ago and in- 
ereased by 2 per cent over September of this yoare There was the same number of business 
dAays in October this year as last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


eee PRS SRL AT RTT te 
ee re rem ar ae Te ee OE ee ORT TD NEL EAE IC ATE: OIE TCE AIL DOE I OTE AT ETE ALS EAE ALAS, EOE LIES I, 


October, 1941 t Octobor, 1941 
_October, 1940 | October, 1940 


Numbor 
reporting | Por cont 


Number of 
stores 


Number of 
Region stores 


reporting |Per cent Region 


ARTE RE BT ea PEN ea SS a 
4 1 

Number 

bs aed oft STN Rel hao) 


i 
lSasketchewan: 


Maritime 
Provinces;|- 83 59 + 805 | North sorere 
Quebec: I south. « aie | 
South eens 49 40 +1461 | 
NmOWA Lag sgt. 4 | 
Co eee | 45 39 pet | 
HAlborta: 
TOTAL oo vo» 94 79 +1665 if Worth eevee 24 = Ono 
| 
Ontario: poy on 45 + 0.9 
Hast ..-.- 49 43 1 +1005 [ 
| TOTAL ANG AAW che 69 S258 
North -.<cx 36 an + 8.9 || 
iB British 
West .«.<. | 53 | 41 pein 8.8 | Columbia s 43 +14.6 
f i 
TOTAL: 0-25 138 | 105 +964 | 
| 1 CANADA t 447 ti 8-1 
Manitoba: 52 | 42 F143 |i 


t 


overt eee Pe CR EB AE YO NS ee eee ~ genes nets ore ie oo cer : ST Re eS OE EE re Se 


mp Faded: ne, abet shen ake si , 
Pe Lheort dren: Lavawirs pious Foul | ane 
a Cees. ae ap ate 


bagae fd ee 8 fo 
ers ist tye: ane 
wees fa i Pee ee, fire 
i 


4 a hae Ne ” Skater ; ; ae 
MESO at pag Sv ny er Hadewon, ‘aL eames 

. I eM Os cs 
é sek Rosia a RE Diy 


x * hi x a 2 
ee es bei tien 3 ¢ ie 4 


ry arr bp ies 


Poe iw’ ps ak Luigi tay ee toa ey wy “i btn it sete ‘" sade tell 
SR) st ithe ah ea em “ep ay) eet | fb, ged LAGS.) GRRL ae 
pees. BS wen oan oor we: a cil + . hupar hgh es se 


Sr eee eipeaetnnE bax Saleh yesh’ eam ‘ Prt acts 
f e 
i - 
* sont apy ht tle 
se dt Wh, sapien: bre 
. Bore a : 
‘ SON all 
a 
hie ¥ sate os aan | aipeth (RPO wn ere raced 
wae mM 2 eae vee Ait Aig mr A ie ; , 
bs & ash 5 a , >) “nh 5 : 4 
ECGS Woh epee | f i LON RD ty te 
epee en wp ru neath sa Ah “ME NBL ahh) Sept ot AAraet rw cae Sat “1 
ee anteeceeh yeni pone 
; | : 5 af fs bain ARO val, ey es cP 
} 
ae | ij ieee) ta cdma ey aul ae: 
. j i Ny , 
% ® my ‘ a 
7 ” Bi! a y ; aa 2 i he wn enalen ub Me i 
. 2 , are 4 4 iz ' } ] ie 
PAE Ges | Si 
i . s oi! oD 
4 ee aes Beene cae Bey 
ss wes ey ie tks cE ‘ ; 
: ’ 4 P f ! = 


‘oon sah ‘tyaepeannall 
(te, Ae ba 


iNDrae ms ' ; ha 


A 
: 
~ 
fe 
Sociale = 


> 

“0 
eT Sovak 

:. 


ts leona ps = Ee emt Ar i neg . 
=- 2 : a, " 
- : as : ; ee : 4. 


+h i ag F ie ; a. Lwiha wif soeiet! s f \ 
: ; ae i 4 ae | oe } 
‘ : Soa 3 RMS to eo 
r ‘ bie * aioe : . 
1. 7 | Ded ; Par 1 4 Pe) ht : ; . 
i + : ; “> ; 1H 
| Lhe) ee 8) ek a 
‘i : t : i ded . ay ' i { : r ; 
a a ade a, te 
i H h ¢ Fe ad re = 4 
; i } 5 i : | 
i } ua 1) See He ROL) REL 
Se i; 1 x i ‘ 
ot i, it ¥ We Ba _ Poet 7 Nc . 
ae 7 } | 4 Eyre js Se ; 
‘ } ; : . a ‘" ie 
* if aoe Te eek kc eth agora el Feast ch " a areaam wn yt bio@ ~ 7 
woe ‘ . . sa ries I eS 
i va .. cre Mi 
2 ' i , 7 ri ¥ ; : > 
ewe. 
Y 8 P bat Be St 4 om 5 
? Boh aia 
r y Mi =) i a 
Ay : Cyl ee 
Abel v ap aes 
A . Oe as : ey ea ed 198 : + vr j 


sUOTSTASI 02 LOefgns ere 29q0499 pus Jequiezdeg 40} sexepuy 


as eens Nemeeenmnnennentiar enna | 2 2 nen 2 
; \ ? os FS ; , 


Ob6TS *300- -uer 


| is ie : 
i | 
me 0A /3t | = Oot - | at Tr6T‘ -390--uer 
| | | | : ‘esueun x 
| 
L*STt 9221 || 1S°EET | £°S6 | 2° get noe oe EE SGyt | C°OCG {ovat eect sts * 1aqo40Q 
GaTEL T°Qtt | 6°get|| 1°96 =| €°62T 9-02 | 0-921 0°92T | O*QIT -| Q*9LT s++e* Joquezdeg 
g°Ttt | g°toz jj pO70Gts Or crt col SEE [esos Cyv ia Seca Cer pate Sees tsneny 
€*60T L*=9TT i PVevU ry OFT laa see Or G*TET Hl o-gzt O°6rT | OFGTY .\ 1 20Gk aa S's eee ae 
T°QOT b°9tt | I h-90t oer | L-cot Levtt iz-Ezt | v-vET |] 6-60T | 2-got trees eres une 
°SOT Croll | 1 eeeT 1 9°TTE || O°vOL «| 9°20 9*2ET jOreZt | 2gyT | 6°90T | v°ET ie eee ga te 
2°got Z°SOU f S°S%T | O°OTT: | 9°€OT pe Sa 8 soe eneey, 
Z*€Tl 9°96 1°68 | | tee e cere e YOTENM 
COLE ug 4 bergh- 4 | cocoese Arenigey 
PLOT €°LQ | TA AS: soeoeee ATONUB? 
| | T? 
ee | 
ees 
6°g0t Sarak | Q* ett | 2-getil 2ez0T | 9°O7T ceeeee JOQUIOEG 
b*cot {| L*20tT | PeOLe PO°vcly O*tOL | v*6Tt Los 0a ka ea eres 
| | | OvéT 
Pree BE ot 9*CCL | BrcOTG*te ni E256. 3 2*Ott “t+ Ty6T *10q0390 
g* TOT | Or LOE 1 -S-90T Salen 6-06 6°OvT | 22° OP6T *10qG0799 
S*ZOT | S*v0T | €*90T | 6*ZETH QeSTT | v°T9T r++ 6€6T 61090399 
0°90T ) S°ttt | 9*90T | S*LETH] 1°56 B*9LT se Q€46T £20qQ0990 
eroor | -9°S1r | S*00T:| T*OfT) F*O0T | Q-PtT eee JE6T f29Q0499 
a-Lé 2*90T | TPOETH O-LOT | 6°6ST s2* 9f6T £10q0999 


YLUO}Y 
pure 
reex 


*suOT}PETIVA Teuosves pue sfep ssoutsnq jo szequmu Jos peysn{pe xopuy «gq -peysnfpeuy -y 


(OOL = Gtel-stol 10} STBISAY)--SHTYS AUOLS TYUENED AWLNNOD 40 SEXHUNT 


* 
tr 
j 
uals 
a 
oy 
é 


ee te 


- shptahonse stan si! ine eee 8 tinge aS 
‘ ' ‘ Ga 


2 AR AOR OB 36 
ae * A eR ‘y ‘ 
aed Ue Ohies Deen G2 
wy Bea PY Gays 
fi ‘ ie Tee ey ee | Ae 


yy! dagchar: aaa Mca iy a Nigra gals 


1 
43 
t 
ie et Ut Saws alia 
; ’ we — eB gee 
® 1 
i c ayo 
‘ Chae & 
“ j ms : ‘2 a 
4 h ‘ t a \ * 
\ ‘ . { ‘ . 
¢ 
A ‘ 
' = 
ee 4 
i hus ‘ 
H 5 4 & 4 ‘ cr 7 5 
. 
m3 
q ny 
‘ ay ' 4 a Wyn Phen . oe ea ee Ee es oie © 
. ® 2 ‘ ‘ > eles « eu Ook baeed tees a oj tine 50 BYE TS > Ae 7 
; : 
; 7 itz Ae = . a ou! » ra a f 
{ ee: 5 Bence 1a) rim ae. S ti ie ae 
es ap ms \ . f s : . 4 is 
1 ae RNs oe Penh Tice: brit os 3 at a Rese aay 
¥ Ay Gare, . Cl 4 ae - ie | \ a ‘ 
' t x hietd . : ri * eh, oF, a Hd ee 4 tS i 
, Pach. yt Tb a ae A ti ea ey be Rs he MM ge 
| Tere Re RNR ATID Ree LISA PO NCNMR Ce eee ON HANEY Te PC Nee Sw SON SARS! Bias!) =. 
Riv “Cy Te ee aR ae Ta AL ein Seine th eth : r 
% Sn) tame Me 4 " . ' } ee | x 
‘ i j rw h 
fy ey . 
i ay ri OT) , 
ri u +a Phy 
r Deen of ie as ree pe Ra ale SA Ayo 
A. ror \ 7 
i o By 
i z “ j 
} R ts. , oi a 
ay i z . 
4 
} : oa ’ 
" , 
a my ay “ 
} 4 % % eh é 
be Ta & <i t 
o ¢ 4 re - 
. ' ~ - q 
a 


‘Cn Ne CAS PRC a erro Bt ee Pfieeoaeter pie ie ent 
' y ‘ 7 1) 

{ 7 ee, STE ee Eo Ue eB 
are Rkatikiel ecm rel ck “dei aieaig ads i 
9 b ued wie , [ fm es es i ae ; x 

sf 


Met 


O3F apen) id , 3 ch es ty ~ 
d tee) "9 s ¥ St te 3 
+ a) ke Pe } f wes My 
. bi, Fey dey 1 
i 
7 ? aoe > he ae ale Ae ae hee oy a) oe 
4 - Anak eh lens anata <3 
' 
4 a 
9 . ; * 
3 . ‘ J ; o 
; (4 uy ay ye 
5 t Fe4) gs 
withey 
q 
; bp ry 7 Sandy tbe 4 _ 


4 
Pl 
; » + (ey . re 
Pf 
‘ i 
: 
i. jeeps ogy Sb debtiagin : — ter Ar nee ae Amid ma eee 9a 
Spree ae aeopant ee femmar OAD Saabeeaded Lorna ee tee Le 
ee , 
; 
« a 
a2 % 
: fre 
- 
; ‘ 


De ee te a 
ae Py 7s 
35°5 Pi 
he 


UNIVERSITY 
Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A- hiacKINNON, M.-P. 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 


A A A NN RY EE TT 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTATA, CANADA 


re 


i teteetdehedltcneenmentiaatitietiibhetiaieetoiemsennnteaen neeeien onan atetsal cane tne mod eeaaeiata ite cater chet bia hetaaineeetemaneiaemne ches otal 


ominion Statistician: He He Coats, LL-D-, PeR+SsCe, FeSeSe (Hon) 
hief, Internal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, Beas, Fe§eS. 

tatistician: ie Ce Stecdman, Bebe 

Mi, 5 = No. 1k ii Year's Subscription,y1+00 


. Single copies, 10 


MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


NOVEMBER, 1941 


Country general store sales averaged 5 per cent higher in November this year 
than last according to returns received from over 670 of these general merchandise stores 
located in the smaller towns and rural areas» all regions of the country except the 
southern part of Saskatchewan reported gains ranging from 2 per cent for the southern 
section of Alberta to 13 per cent for the eastern part of Ontarioe Sales in Albortea 
increasod by 1 per cont; the Maritime Provinces by 4 per cent; Quebec, Ontario and hen- 
itoba by 7 per cent and British Columbia by 11 per cent. A decline of 8 per cont for 
the southern part of Saskatchewan was offset by an increase in the northern section 
resulting in an increase of 2 per cent for the province as a whole. 


Allowing for differences in number of businoss days and normal seasonal 
movements sales in November were up by 9 por cont over Novomber a yecr ago and incroesod 
by 2 per cent over October of this yoere Thore was one business day more in November 
last year than thise 


Percentage Change in Country Gensral Store Salos by Regions 
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INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES=- 


Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


Ae Unadjusted- B- Index adjusted for number of business days and seasonal variations. 
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Indexes for October and November are subject to revision. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALg$ 


DECEMBER, 1941 


Country general store sales averaged 14 per cent higher in December this 
year than last according to returns received from over 660 of these general merchandise 
stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas- 11 regions of the country except 
the southern section of Saskatchewan reported gains ranging from 11 per cent for British 
Columbia to 22 per cent for the northern part of Quebece Sp_les in the Maritime Provinces 
increased by 13 per cent; Ontario, 14 per cent; Manitoba, 15 per centlberta,l6,and Quebec 
cent» The slight decline in the southern section of Saskatchewan was offset by an 
increase in the northern part resulting in an increase of 8 per cent for the province as 
e. whole. 


Allowing for differences in number of business days and normal seasonal 
‘lovements sales in December were up by 12 per cent over December a year ego and increased 
by 7 per cent over November of this year. There was one business day more in December, 
1941 than in 1940. 


Percentage Change in Country Generel Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDE EXES OF COUNTRY GENBRaL STORE ALES 


Country general store sales averaged 21 per cent higher in January of this year 
than last according to reports received from approximately 650 of these general merchandise 
stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas» All regions of the country reported 
cains ranging from 17 per cent for British Columbia and the northern areas of Quebec to 
26 per cent for the southern part of Quebec and the eastern part of Ontario« Sales in the 
Maritime Provinces increased by 18 per cent; Quebec, 20 per cent; Ontario, Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan, 22 per cent and Alberta, 23 per cent» 


Allowing for differences in the number and aales importance of the business 
days of January of this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements sales in 
Janua ry were up by 18 per cent over January a year ago and increased by 1 per cent over 
December of last year» There was the same number of business days in January this year 
as last but five Saturdays as compared with January a year agoe 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


FEBRUARY, 1942 


Country general store sales averaged 15 per cent higher in February of this 
ear than last according to reports received from 675 of these general merchandise stores 
ocated in the smaller towns and rural areas. All regions of the country reported gains 
anging from 10 per cent for the southern part of Saskatchewan to 24 per cent for the easte 
rn section of Ontarioe Sales in British Columbia increased by 9 per cent; the Maritime 
rovinces, ll per cent; Saskatchewan, 14 per cent; Alberta, 17 per cent and Quebec, Ontario 
nd Manitoba, 18 per cent. 


Allowing for the differences in number and gales importance of the business 
ays of February of this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements sales in 
ebruary were up by 17 per cent over February a year ago and increased by 1 per cent over 
anuary of this yeare There was the same number of business days in February this year as 
aste 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


February, 1942. 
February, 1941 


February, 1942 
February, 1941 


Number of Number Number Number P 
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of report= 
Region stores ing an Cent 
reporting] increase Change 
aritime . ~ ‘|[Saskat chewan 
Provinces? 85 64 +11.0 Northe...+... 62 51 557 
uebec: Southee+-ee. 50 31 +10.0 
Southe.-.- 48 40 +13-4 
TOTAL+ + eeeee 112 82 +1306 
Northe nee 45 32 +196 4 
Alberta: 
OTAL veer oe ie +175 North-eceree 56 46 +18-0 
ntario: South eecess 83 70 +1602 
Hast eves 47 oy) +2464 
TOTAL eveesss 139 116 +1609 
North «oe. 39 31 +11.3 
British 
Weatsevce 53 45 +1667 Columbia: 56 42 + Je2 
OTAL +e+s | 139 115 a1 009 CANADA t+eeee 676 532 415-3 
anitoba: 52 41 +178 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORS SAL&S 


MARCH, 1942 


Country general store sales averaged 14 per cent higher in March of this year 
han last according to reports received from approximately 665 of these general merchandise 
torsps located in the smaller towns and rural areas- All regions of the country reported 
ains ranging from 6 per cent for British Columbia to 24 per cent for the souther part of 
askatchewane Sales in the Maritime Provinces increased by 11 per cent; Manitoba and 
ntario, 12 per cent; Alberta, 15 per cent and Quebec and Saskatchewan, 18 per cent. 


Allowing for the differences in number and sales importance of the business 
ays of March of this yeer and last and also for normal seasonal movements sales in March 
ere up by 17 per cent over March a year ago and increased by 1 per cent over February of 
his year- There was the same number of business days in March of this year as last but 
nly four Saturdays as against five last year. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


= F : aoe Sn ne 
March, 1942 | March, 1942 
March, 1941 | March, 1941 
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Per cent ee report- Per 
Region stores | reporting | Region stores ing an 
change | ers Cent, 
reporting!|an increase ee ac Change 
e: — ry = > - —_~ ee ae —— SE ETT IT, 
aritime Saskatchewan: : 
Provinces: 85 COR Oct Northsseses 64 41403 
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South «+. 46 37 +211 : 
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| alberta: 
OPAL) ae’ 89 68 +17-6 North+..+«- 53 41505 
ntario: South...+.. 83 +1443 
Min OOO 45 32 Ped ; 
TODA ov eee ® 136 414.8 
Northe exe 37 24 “| 9.3 , 
| British 
Vest +++. 53 2 +161 Columbia. . 52 + 602 
OTAL «+e 135 98 41254 CANADA +++-- 664 +13+8 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
april, 1942 

Country general store sales averaged 14 per cent higher in April of this 
‘ear than last according to reports received from over 650 of these general merchandise 
tores located in the smaller towns and rural arease All regions of the country reported 
ains ranging from 3 per cent for the southern part of Saskatchewan to 19 per cent for 
he northern section of Quebece Sales in British Columbia increased by 10 per cent; 
lberta and Saskatchewan, 11 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 12 per cent; Manitoba, 
4 per cent; Ontario, 15 per cent and Quebec, 18 per cent» 


hllowing for the differences in number and sales importance of the business 
ays of April of this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements sales in 
pril were up by 14 per cent over april a year ago and increased by 1 per cent over March 
f this yeare There was the same number of business days in jpril of this year as laste 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


April, 1942 April, 1942 
April, 1941 . April, 1941 


| Numb Number 
Number of Number Pe Per 
stores reporting PReg cus Cent 
Region Region stores ing an f 
reporting jan increase Change 
reporting] increase 


laritime Saskatchewan: 
Provinces: Northeecres 58 41 +1605 
yebec: South e-ees 51 28 + 207 
South e--. 
TOTAL «vases 109 69 +1104 
Northeeces . 
Alberta: 
OTAL eraee Nor bites ota ws 52 ape +113 
ntario: South -»e.. 81 59 +108 
Basteecve - 
TOP Os istamie a 133 90 +1120 
North eee F 
British 
West «oe» Columbia -- 52 34 j +1062 
OTALe+ ees CANADA eceeces 655 464 +140 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


May, 1942 


Country general store sales averaged 12 per cont higher in May of this * 
year than last according to reports received from 650 of these general merchandise 
stores located in the smaller towns and rurel areas. With the exception of Northern 
Ontario all regions of the country reported gains ranging from 8 per cent for British 
Columbia and the southern part of Saskatchewan to 20 per cent for the southern part of 
Quebece A slight decrease in sales in northern Ontario was offset by increases in other 
parts of the province resulting in a gain of 10 per cent for the province as a wholes 
Sales in Manitoba increased by 12 per cent; the Maritime Provinces and Saskatchewan, 

13 per cent and Quebec and Alberta, 14 per cent. 


&llowing for the differences in number and sales importance of the businoss 
days of May of this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements sales in May were 
up by 16 per cent over May a year ago but declined by 2 per cent compared with April of 
this yeare There was one business day less in May of this year than laste 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


ee ee 


| May, 1942 May, 1942 
May, 1941 May, 19421 
Number Number Number 
Per 
of report- 
Region reporting cent 
stores ing an 
; f Ch 
} reporting/an increase} Change reporting | increase ia 
Maritime a Saskatchewan: 
Provinces: | 85 66 North essere} 50 +1567 
Quebec: | 30 + 7«6 
Southteeee 45 38 . 
80 $1267 
Northeeess 41 32 ‘ 
TOTAL «cece | 86 10 North scsees 37 wile? 
Ontario: | South eevecee 63 +148 
East eevee 43 32 7 
: TOTAL eeeeveee 100 +136 
North oe ee | 33 18 ; 
British 
West -esee 51 42 Columbia: — 37 + 726 
TOTAL veees 127 92 CAMUDA ned seis 486 +07 


Manitoba +. | 53 4l 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
June, 1942 


Country general store sales averaged 15 per cent higher in June of this year 
than last according to reports received from 630 of these general merchandise stores 
located in the smaller towns and rural areas- With the exception of the southern part 
of Saskatchewan all regions of the country reported gaing ranging from 9 per cent for the 
1orthern areas of Ontario and Saskatchewan to 22 per cont for the southern part of Quebec, 
i decrease in sales in southern Saskatchewan was offset by an increase in the northern 
mart resulting in a gain of 5 per cent for the province as a whole- Sales in Alberta and 
Intario increased by 13 per cent; British Columbia, 14 per cent; Manitoba, 17 per cent; 
she Maritime Provinces, 18 per cent and Quebec, 20 per cent. 


Allowing for the differences in number and sales importance of the business 
lays of June this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements sales in June wero 
ip by 1l per cent over June a year ago but declined by 2 per cent compared with May of 
shis years There was one more business day in Juno of this year than last. 


Percentage Change in Country Gencoral Store Sales by Rogions 


June, 1942 
| June, 1941 
Number Number 
Per 
of reporting 
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Jonth 
June, 1936 eesese 
June, 1937 «cece. 
June, 1938 covcoe 
June, 1939 -«ccee 
June, 1940 ccccee 
June, 1941 -eeeeee 
June, 1942 ecrecce 
1941 


July scccrcecces 
August eee-cscee 
September -e«ee- 
October ceecccee 
November ece-ece 


December +++--e. 


1942 


January eeesecers 
February +e. 
March eoeceocese 
April -ces-ceee 
May -cscacccoce 
JUNC stecsocces 


z Change, 
Jan--June, 1942 
Jane-June, 1941 


INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES--(Average for 1 


A- Unadjusted- B- Index adjusted for number of business days and seasonal variations: 


Se a | Se ee se ee ee ee ee ee 


Indexes for May and June, 1942 are subject to revision. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


Jul 1942 


Country general store sales averaged 11 per cent higher in July of this year 
than last according to reports received from approximately 630 of these general merchandise 
stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas-e With the exception of the northern 
part of Ontario all regions of the country reported gains ranging from 5 per cent for 
British Columbia to 16 per cent for the southern portion of Alberta» Sales in the NMari- 
time Provinces increased by 7 per cent; Quebec and Manitoba, 13 per cent; Saskatchewan, 

14 per cent and Alberta, 15 per cent- A decrease of 5 per cent for NorthemOntario was 
offset by increases in both Eastern and Western Ontario resulting in a gain of 7 per cent 
for the province as a whole. 


” Allowing for the differences in number and sales importance of the business 
days of July this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements sales in July were 
up by 10 per cent over July a year ago and increased by 2 per cent compared with June of 
this year+ There was the same number of business days in July of this year as last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


i a ern re -me_er— = oom = ae 


July, 1942 July, 1942 
July, 1941 July, 1941 


Number Number 


Region Region of reporting 
stores Cent 
stores an 
reporting jan increase Change 
reporting | increase 
Maritime Goa ee “Saskatchewan: uss eae ig tm 
Provinces: 13 North «eevee, 52 
South ceevers BY 
Quebec: 
South «e- 40 IPOMR IS elerarbrs "es 104 
North +e. 41 Alberta: 
North cvces, 54 
TOTAL «es. 81 
South veovece. 80 
Ontario: 
Hast veee 45 TOTAL ceveece 134 
North «ev. 31 British 
Columbia «+. 55 
West veee 50 
CANADA «veces 632 
TOTAL eves 126 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


August, 1942 


Country general store sales averaged 10 per cent higher in August this year 
than last according to reports received from approximately 630 of these general merchan~ 
dise stores located in the smaller towns and rural arease With the exception of the 
northern part of Ontario all regions of the country reported gains ranging from 6 per 
cent for Manitoba to 15 per cent for the southern portion of Albertae Sales in Saskatch- 
ewan increased by 9 per cent; the Maritime Provinces and Quebec, 11 per cent; Alberta and 
British Columbia, 13 per cent» A decrease of 4 per cent for NorthemOntario was offset 
by increases in Hastern and Western Ontario resulting in a eer of 8 per cent for the 
province as a whole. 


Allowing for the differences in number and sales importance of the business 
days of August this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements, sales in August 
were up by 10 per cent over August a year agoys and increased by 3 per cent compared with 
July of this year- There was the same number of business days in August this year as lacie 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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August, 1942 August, 1942 
August, 1941 August, 1941 
Number of Number Per Number Number 
Per 
stores reporting cant Region of reporting 
. cent 
reporting | an increase] Change | stores an 
; ! Change 
| reporting increase 
Maritime Saskatchewan: 
Provinces: 78 56 +10-9 || North saree 56 38 + 667 
‘ ; South tpone 49 41 +140 
Quebec: - 
South Lae 43 35 +1442 TOTAL goeve®e 105; a3 + 904 
North eee 41 3: + 963 |jAlberta: 
s North vaene 56 40 + 9°5 
TOTAL «oce 84 ! 66 10+9 . 
South ees, 80 62 +149 
Intario: ; 
Hast eevee 44 Bay of 929 TOTAL eooeear 136 102 +12 8 
North oe» 53 16 - 4.3 British 
Columbia: 46 33 +1265 
We st e208 5) 45 +12 » 4 : * 
, CANADA o«4e6 629 462 +10-0 
TOTAL he OR ai 128 92 + 7-6 . 
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Vanitoba ¢ 52 34 + 62 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALBS 


September, 1942 


Country general store sales averaged 12 per cent higher in September this 
year than last according to reports received from approximately 640 of these general 
merchandise stores located in the smaller townsand rural areas» All regions of the 
country reported gains ranging from 3 per cent for the northern part of Ontario to 26 per 
cent for the southern part of Saskatchewan. Sales in British Columbia increased by 6 per 
cent; the Maritime Provinces, 9 per cent; Quebec and Ontario, 11 per cent; Alberta, 16 
per cent; Saskatchewan, 17 per cent and Manitoba, 20 per cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of September this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements, sales in 
September were up by 12 per cent over September a year ago» There was the same number of 
business days in September this yoar over last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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September, 1942 September, 1942 
September, 1941 September, 1941 
| | Number 
Number of | Number Per report= 
Region stores | reporting cent Region stores | ing an 
reporting| 3 nee ase Change report | increase 
Maritime Saskatchewan: 
Previnces: 84 62 + Ge || North cere 
; South ecoceoe 
Quebecs 
South eee 45 33 + 8.2 TOTAL cxucrsr 
North cos 4 4 +12. 
: : t 3 Alberta: 
TOTAL coee 88 67 +11-0 North evees 
South eweeoe 
Ontario: 
East ecoe AL 29 + 8e9 TOTAL >eeree 
North ove 34 24 Tr; 342 Lara 
West weree 49 43 416.1 || British 
: Columbia: 
TOTAL coves 124 96 +10+6 


GANADA esses 
Manitoba: 50 44 +2009 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
October, 1942 


Country general store sales averaged 17 per cent higher in October this year 
than last according to reports received from 600 of these general merchandise stores 
located in the smaller towns and rural arease All regions of the country reported gains 
ranging from 1 per cent for the northern part of Ontario to 36 per cent for the southern 
part of Saskatchewane Sales in Ontario increased by 8 per cent; British Columbia, 10 per 
cent; Quebec, 11 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 12 per cent; Manitoba and Alberta, 

28 per cent and Saskatchewan, 31 per cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of October this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements, sales in 
October were up by 12 per cent over October a year ago and increased by 2 per cent over 
September of this years There was one more Saturday in October this year than last- 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Number 
Number of Number Per 2 Number Per 
Region stores reporting cent Region stores EVIL cent 
reporting! in®vease change mente ome change 
Maritime Saskatchewan: 
Provinces: 19 56 North evcese 50 427-6 
South eevee 41 +3604 
Quebec? ; 
South «ae. 42 37 TOTAL vs eva 91 +30+8 
North cove 39 33 : 
Alberta: 
MOTEL, «war's 61 10 North sevese 43 +30+6 
South eoeves 70 427-0 
Ontario: E 
BagG wares 43 31 TOTAL wreveus 124 113 428.4 
North eoer 32 23 ; 
West weve © 52 38 British 
Columbia: 42 29 + 989 
TOTAL secs £27 92 . 
497 +16+7 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SaLES 


November, 1942 


Country general store sales averaged 15 per cent higher in November this year 
than last according to reports received from over 600 of these general merchendise stores 
located in the smaller towns and rural areas- All regions of the country reported gains 
ranging from one per cent for the northern part of Ontario to 30 per cent for the southern 
part of Saskatchewan- Sales in British Columbia increased by 7 per cent; Ontario, 9 per 
cent; Manitoba and the Maritime Provinces, 13 per cent; Quebec, 15 per cent; Alberta, 

16 per cent and Saskatchewan, 28 per cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of November this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements, sales in 
November were up by 18 per cent over November a year ago and increased by 8 per cent over 
Setober of this year- There were four Saturdays in November this year compared with five 
in November a year agor 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


Soe « oe ESD 


November, 1942 
November, 1941 


November, 1942 
November, 1941 


Number of} Nunbor Number Per 
Region stores ‘pews report- Gant 
; ing an 
PRED EENE, | increase Sh coe ‘ibigieas 
Maritime Saskatchewan: 
Provinces? 64 41269 North evsese 56 51 +2767 
. South +ecocve 49 45 42967 
Quebec? : 
South eves 37 +1765 || TOTAL eovcene 105 96 +2864 
North cece 31 41352 : 
: Alberta: 
TOTAL eeree 68 +14.6 North eospsoe 50 36 +190 
South «veces 17 58 +142 
Ontario: , 
East eveeg. 30 +1726 TOTAL ecvereos 127 : 94 +16-0 
North eeae 19 + 120 : 
Wost «oo 42 + 8.7 |{British 
Columbia: 45 33 + Te 
POTAL “ws of 1 + 9,8 : 
CANADA e+<o-. 618 484 +15-0 
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Ae Unadjusted- B- Index adjusted for number of business days and seasonal variations. 


ES = — ee a a 


Year CANADA | Maritimes : | ontario | Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta BE SEESE 
Columbia 
and | | 
i 
= lia wae 2 SOE FCN PEWS US EE Fe 


November, 1936-- < * : ° 966 | 9669 | 103-5 


November, 1937-- ° 105-8 f}] 103-8 | 107-4 
November, 1938-- ° ° 00 . 100-1 95*9 99«7 
November, 1939-«-«] | { 96-1 920 953 
November, 1940-- ] 2 ° ° 110.4 102-7 102-7 
November, 1941----] : 0 ° ° 115-5 ff 112-8 | 117-2 
November, 1942-- e ° e ° 137°7 1209 129-2 
1941 
December--e-- 134-8 | 117-2 
1942 
January «+--- ° . . L0L«6 F327 
February «-+ees+}i 4} ° ¢) 9269 | 121.8 
March -+csee- é . . ° 104-0 4 122-8 
april ecececee | ° ° e 113-2 116-0 
May Beyoes<iss ; : s ; 123-7 | 115-4 
JUNG erccvesece : 2 ° ° e 132-0 118-3 
July eeceeveerve ° ° ° ° 124-1 115-3 
August coecosen ) ° ° « 134-2 1246¢5 
September +«- Gis ; r : 125-1 | 118.3 
October eeee. . é; . . * 135+5 4 124-0 
Novembereeee 120¢9 129<2 
4, Change, 
Jan--Nove, 1942 e 1) + 9-0 


Jane-Nov-, 1941) : : Hee 


Indexes for October and November, 1942 are subject to revision. 
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MONTHLY TS OF COUNTRY G STORE SALES 
December, 1942 
pe aa 


Country general store sales averaged 15 per cent higher in December this year 
than last according to reports received from appreximately 600 of these general merchan-~ 
dise stores located in the smaller tewns and rugyal areas» All regions of the country 
reported gains ranging from 3 per cent for the eastern part of Ontario to 30 per cent 
for the southern part of Saskatehewane Sales in Quebec increased by 6 per cent; Ontario, 
9 per cent; British Columbia and Alberta, 14 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 15 per 
cent; Manitoba, 24 per cent and Saskatchewan, 27 per cente 


All provinces reported increased sates for the year 1942 over the preceding 
twelve-month period, gains ranging from 8 per cent in British Columbia to 18 per cent in 
Saskatchewan being recorded» Inecpeases for other provinces were 12 per cent for the 
Maritimes, 14 per cent for Quebec, 11 por cent for Ontario, 17 per cent for Manitoba 
and 16 per cent for Alberta. 


Allowing for the d£fference in mumbor and sales importance of the business 
days of December this year and last and aigo for normal seasonal movements, sales in 
December were up by 14 per cent over December a year ago and increased by 3 per cent ovor 
November of this years There was the same number of business days in December this year 
as laste 


Percentage shins isn Country once Store Sales by Regions 
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December, 1942 December, 1942 
December, 1941 December, 1941 
Number of Number 
Region stores | reporting 
reporting an amas Region 
increase 
Maritime f Saskatchewan: 
Provinces: } North ...se. 
South Bavreee 
Quebec: 
South wee» 1 TODAL ccocccs| 
North aerre 
: Alberta; 
TOTAL «ease i North 2eOove 
South @enove¢ 
Ontario: 
Hast e-eeree TOTAL csonceas 
North eeee 
West ecvre British 
- Columbia: 
TOTAL aecoos 


CANADA: secs. 


Manitoba: 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF GOUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
4 January, 1943 


Country general store sales averaged 8 per cent higher in January this year 
than last according to reports received from over 560 of these general merchandise 
stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. All regions of the country report- 
ed gains ranging from 2 per cent for the eastern part of Ontario to 14 per cent for the 
northern section of Alberta. Sales for Ontario as a whole increased by 4 per cent; 
British Columbia, 5 per cent; Alberta, 7 per cent; Quebec, 8 per cent; Saskatchewan, i] 
per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 12 per cent and Manitoba, 13 per cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of January this year and last and for normal seasonal movements, sales in January 
were up by 15 per cent over January a year ago and increased by 2 per cent over December, 
1942. There was one business day less in January this year than last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


Januar 194 


January, 1942 January, 1942 


Number 
reporting 


Number of 


| 
| January, 1943 


Region stores 
: reporting | . 34 
increase 
Maritime 
Provinces: 48 ho North seek on 
South e--vae 
Quebec: 
South .-.-.« 29 
North «eas 27 
hAlberta: 
POPR we -4 56 i North «... 
fF South .. 
Ontario: aS 
Bast »+--: 25 govt a 
Northe+eee 17 
West veers 32 } British 
: t+ Golumbia: 
TOTAL cers 14 
Manitoba: Sh 
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MONTHLY INDBXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


February, 1943 


DUTT 


Country general store sales averaged 16 per cent higher in February this 
year than last according to reports received from approximately 600 of these general 
merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas- ll regions of the 
country reported gains ranging from 4 per cent for northern Ontario to 26 per cent 
for the southern part of Saskatchewan and the northern part of Alberta» Sales for 
Ontario as a whole increased by 9 per cent; British Columbia, 10 per cent; Quebec, 

15 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 16 per cent; Manitoba and Alberta, 24 per cent arc 
Saskatchewan, 25 per cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of February this year and last and for normal seasonal movements sales in February 
were up by 16 per cent over February a year ago and increased by 6 per cent over 
January this year. There was the same number of business days in February this year 
as last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXSS OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
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» March, 1943 


Po 


Country genéral stere sales averaged 13 per cent higher in March this year 
than last according to reports received from over 600 of these general merchandise stores 
lecated in the smaller towns and rural areas- All regions of the country reported gains 
ranging from 2 per cent for the southern part of Saskatchewan to 21 per cent for the 
Maritime Provinces» Sales for Saskatchewan as a whole increased by 6 per cent; Ontario, 
Ll per cent; Quebec and Alberta, 12 per cent; British Columbia, 16 per cent and Manitoba, 
18 per cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of March this year and last and for normal seasonal movements sales in March were 
up by 10 per cent over March a year ago- There was one more business day in March this 
year than last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENSRAL STORE SALES 
“ 
April, 1943 


RRL S 


Country general store sales averaged 15 per cent higher in April this year 
than last according to reports received from approximately 600 of these general merchan= 
Jise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas.» All regions of the country 
axcept the eastern part of Ontario reported gains ranging from 6 per cent for northern 
Intario to 30 per cent for the southern section of Saskatchewan. A decline of 4 per 
sent for eastern Ontario was offset by gains in the northern and western parts of the 
srovince resulting in a net increase of 3 per cent for the province as a whole. Sales 
for Quebec increased by 9 per cent; British Columbia, 15 per cent, the Maritime Provinces, 
L9 per cent; Alberta, 20 per cent; Manitoba, 24 per cent and Sa teherent 28 per cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
lays of April this year and last and for normal seasonal movements sales in April were 
ip by 14 per cent over April last year and increased by 5 per cent over last month. 
there was the same number of business days in April this year as last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Number of Number Per Number of | Number 
Region stores |reporting Cent Region stores ree i 
reporting: 4 4. 7? Change reporting }) 24 
increase | increase 
laritime Saskatchewan: 
Provinces: 16 62 419-01] North eveces 51 46 42609 
2 South evrves 45 44 H +2909 
Juebec: 
South «+. ay 30 +12.8 f} TOTAL «.-+--. 96 | 90 | 408.0 
orth «<5 36 24 47.3 ie 
Alberta ; 
POTAL secve TT 54 +95 1: Nominee creo 49 | 41 | 424.7 
Souths os 78 h 68 +1724 
ntario: : at 
Bash «sss 4) 22 =r oe Sa TOPALS Uo." se 4 , 127 bs 209 +202 
North .. 29 22 + 6.0 | - 
West ..... 47 34 + 6.5 ft British i 
: Columbia: 51 41 415.2 
TOTAL, oeses 117 78 + 3.1 ; 
GANADA eeceee 591 } 475 414.5 
lanitoba: 47 41 424.4 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


é May, 1943 


Country general store sales averaged 14 per cent higher in May this year 
han last according to reports received from approximately 600 of these general merchan- 
lise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas» All regions of the country 
eported gains ranging from 5 per cent for the northempart of Ontario to 27 per cent 
‘or the southern part of Saskatchewan. Sales for Ontario increased by 8 per cent; 
uebec and British Columbia, 13 per cent; Alberta, 16 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 
7 per cent; Saskatchewan, 18 per cent and Manitoba, 20 per cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and salea importance of the business 
lays of May this year and last and for normal seasonal movements sales in May were up 
yy 14 per cent over May last year but decreased by 2 per cent from Aprile There was the 
ame number of business days in May this year as last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 


May, 1943 May, 1943 
May, 1942 May, 1942 
Number Number 
Number of acriae Number of | sporting 
Region stores an stores aes 
eS A Pag SE Ee cy eporting |incrense. 
Maritime | Saskatchewan] 
Provinces? 713 56 North ears 50 39 
South! 5c 50 46 
Quebec: 
South «4» 40 30 TOURS wives oases 100 85 
North -.. 2) 29 
Alberta: 
BOTAL gant « 15 9 North verses 53 42 
South wer ks 14 62 
Ontario: 
Bast evens 44 32 TOTAL eeereeaa 127 104 
North .+es 32 22 
Wast vesee AT 35 British 
Columbia: 49 41 
TOTAL, be 6 ou 123 89 | 
aU LEAN AEN ous ai] 01595 471 
Manitoba: +19-6 | 
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MONTHLY INDBXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORS SALES 
? 


June, 1943. 


Country zeneral store sales averaged 15 per cent higher in June this year 
than last according to reports received from approximately 600 of these general 
merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas: While the southern 
part of Quebec reported no change from last year gains in all other regions ranged 
from 3 per cent for the northern part of Ontario to 52 per cent for the southern part of 
Saskatchewan. Sales for Quebec as a whole increased by 6 percent; Ontario, 8 per cent; 
British Columbia, 9 per cent; Alberta, 13 per cent; Manitoba, 19 per cent; the Maritime 
Provinces, 20 per cent and Saskatchewan, 41 per cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of June this year and last and for normal seasonal movements, sales in June were 


up by 16 per cent over June last year but decreased by 1 per cent from Maye There was 
the same number of business days in June this year as laste 


Percentage Change in Sountry General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 

ot 

i Hehe eS, 


Country general store sales Me 18 per cent higher in July this year 
than last according to reports received from approximately 600 of these goneral merchan- 
disc stores locatcd in tho smallor towns and rural arces» All rogions of tho country 
be as he ranging from 6 por cent for the southorn part of Qucbec to 34 por cont for 
horn Saskeatchowene Gales for Ontario increased by 11 per cent; British Columbia, 
12 per cent; Sates 13 per cent; Alberta, 21 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 24 per 
cent; Manitoba 25 per cent and Sasketchowan, 30 por cante 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of Juiy this yoar and lest and for normal scasonel movements, sales in July were 
up by 18 por cont ovor July last yornr and inerensod by 8 per cont from Fumo. Thore was 
ono more Saturday in July this year than leste 


Litt cone 


Forcontage Chango in Country Goncornl Store Salos by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
it 
August, 1943 


Country general store sales averaged 8 per cent higher in ee this year 
jyhan last according to cease received from approximately 580 of these gencral merchan- 
lise stores located in the sustler towns and rural arease All regions Be the country 
xcept the northern and joshenn parts of Ontario reported gains ranging from 1 per cent 
‘or southern Alberta to 18 per cent for nothern Saskatchewane Decreases in northern 
ind western Ontario were offset by an increaso in the eastern part resulting in a gain 
yf 3 per cent for the province as a wholee Alborta and British Columbia increased by 
y por cont; Quebec, 8 per cent; Manitoba, 9 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 10 per 
sent and Saskatchewan, 16 per cent. 


Allowing for the cifference in number and sales importance of the business 
lays of August this year and last and for normal seasonal movements, sales in August 
rere up ll per cont over August last year but decroased by 4 per cent from Julye Thore 
more four Saturdays in August this yoar comparod with five in August a yoar ago» 


Selos for the first eight months of this year increased over the correspond- 
ng period of 1942 in all provinces, increases ranging from 10 per cent for Quebec and 
sritish Columbia to 22 per cent for Saskatchewan; Alberta increased by 15 per cent; the 
laritime Provinces, 17 per cent: Manitoba, 18 por cent and Ontario, 19 per cont. For 
anada as a whole the increaso was 13 per cont for the eight-month period: 


Percontago Change in Gountry Gonoral Store Sales vy Regions 
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MONTHLY LNDEXES OF COUNTRY GSNERAL STORE SALES 
4 September, 1943 


Country general store sales averaged 6 per cent higher in September this 
year than last according to reports received from over 560 of these general merchandise 
stores located in the smaller towns and rural arease Gains ranging from 4 per cent to 
15 per cent were reported by all regions of the country except Manitoba and the southern 
parts of Saskatchewan and Alberta where there were decreases of 1 per cent» In Saska- 
tchewan and Alberta these decreases were offset by increases in the northern sections 
resulting in increases of 4 per cent for the province as a whole in each case. Sales 
in British Columbia increased by 4 per cent; Ontario and juebec, 6 per cent and the 
Maritime Provinces, 15 per cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of September this year and last and for normal seasonal movements sales in Septem- 
ber this year decreased by 10 per cent compared with the previous month. There was 
the same number of business days in September this year as last» 


aa ntage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
September, 1943 Ee ee 
September, 1942 September, 1942 
A we al) Numbers ocean yal Bikram a a Se Umma iny Mein ay 
Number of report- Per Number of report- Per 
Region stores ing an Cent Region stores ing an Cent 
reporting Increase. | UoenEe _Teporting _inorease Change 
Maritime oD 414-6 |lSaskatchewan: 
Provinces: North eevee. 45 30 + 705 
South eeerses 45 26 = 0-9 
Quebec: 
South eces 28 +766 HTOTAL -coeaee eyes 56 + 404 
North eceos 23 +: 4.8 > 
Alberta: 
TOTAL secre 76 51 1 5.7 North eavcecce 43 28 +11-0 
South eeeceers 71 34 - 065 
Ontario: 
Bast ores 41 25 + 5e3 PTOTAL cosvoee 114 62 + 369 
North cess 29 21 + 664 - 
West cesoe 46 24 re Sel British 
Columbia «es 47 62 + 462 
TOTAL ervee 116 70 +505 | 1, 
CANADA veerer 564 348 + DoT 
danitoba: 48 23 eet y : 
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METEOR Ney 


Country general store sales averaged 5 per cent higher in October this year 
than last according to reports received from approximately 580 of these general mer~ — 
chandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural] areas. Gains ranging from one 
per cent for Manitoba to 12 per cent for the Meritime Provinces were reported by all 
regions of the country except the southern part of Saskatchewan where a decline of 
ll per cent was recorded. This decrease was offset by an increase in the northern 
section, resulting in no change for the province as a whole. Sales in British Columbia 
increased by 2 per cent; Alberta, 4 per cent; Quebec, 6 per cent; and Ontario, 8 per 
cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of October this year and last and for normal seasonal movements, sales in October 
this year were up by 9 per cent over October a year ego and increased by 6 per cent 
over September of this year. There was the same number of business days in September 
this year as last. 
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November, 1943 

Country. general store sales averaged 12 per cent higher in November this 
year than last according to reports received from approximately 560 of these general 
merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. All regions of the 
country reported gains ranging from 1 per cent for the southern part of Alberta to 
22 per cent for the Maritime Provinces. ' Sales for the province of Alberta’ asa 


whole increased by 5 per cent; Saskatchewan and British Columbia, 7 per cent;. Ontario, ° 


‘ll per cent; Manitoba, 12 per cent and Quebec, 14 per cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of November this year and last and for normal seasonal movements, sales in 
November this year were up by 8 per cent over November a year ago and increased by 
6 per cent over October of this year.. There was one more business day in November 
this: year than last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


4 December, 1943 


ee 
Country general store sales averaged 11 per cent higher in December this 


year than last according to reports received from approximately 600 of these general 
merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. All regions of the 
country reported gains ranging from 4 per cent for the western part ef Ontario to 19 
per cent for the southern part of Saskatchewan. Sales for the province of Ontario 

2s a whole increased by 6 per cent; Quebec, 8 per cent; Manitoba-.and British Columbie, 
2 per cent; a mpatttee » 11 per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 17 per cent and Saskatche- 
wan, 18 per cent. . 


All provinces reported increased sales for the year 1943 over the preced- 
ing twelve-month period, gains ranging from 8 per cent in Ontario to 17 per cent in 
the Maritime Provinces being recorded. Increases for the other provinces were 10 per 
eent for Quebec, 13 man cent for Manitoba, 15 per cent for Saskatchewan, 11 per cent 
for Alberta and 9 per cent for British Columbia. The increase for Canada as a whole 
amounted to lé per cent. . 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of December this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements, sales in 
December were up by 12 per cent over December a year ago and increased by 7 per cent 
over November of this year. There was one business day less in December this year 
than last. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
January, 1944 
Sn ton hee 
Country general store sales averaged 9 per cent higher in January this 
year than last according to reports received from 570 of these general merchandise 
stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas. All regions of the country 
"except the northern and western parts of Ontario reported gains ranging fror 5 per 
cent for the southern section of Quebec to 19 per cent for the southern part’ of 
Saskatchewan. Slight declines in the northern and western parts of Onterio were 
offset by an increase in the eastern section resulting in a gain of 3 per cent for 
the province as a whole. Sales in Manitoba increased by 6 per cent; Quebec, 8 per 
cent; British Columbia, 9 per cent; Alberta, 11 -per cent; the Maritime Provinces, 
15 per cent and Saskatchewan, 17 per cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the busi- 
mess days of January this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements, , 
Sales in January were up by 13 per cent over January a year ago and increased by 
1 per cent over December last year. There was the same number of business days in 
January this year as last but only four Saturdays as against five a year ago. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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An average increase of 12 per cent in country general store sales was 
registered in February this year compared with February a year ago according to reo- 
ports received from approximately 570 of these general merchandise stores located 
in the smaller towns and rural areas. All regions of the country reported gains 
ranging from 4 per cent for Manitoba and northern Alberta to 21 per cent for south 
ern Saskatchewan. Sales in Ontario and Alberta increased by 8 per cent; British 
Columbia, 12 per cent; Quebec, 13 per cent; Saskatchewan, 15 per cent and the 
Maritime Frovinces, 18 per cent. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the 
business days of February this year and last eud also for normal seasonal movements, 
sales in February were up by 8 per cent over February @ year ago and increased by 
2 per cent over last month. There was one more business day in February this year 
than last. : 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 


Dollar sales transacted in country general stores in March this year were 
valued 12 per cent higher than the sales realized in March, 1943, according to re- 
ports received from 499 general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and 
rural areas. The 12 per cent gain was shared by all regions of the country, increases 
ranging from 2 per cent in the northern part of Ontario to 30 per cent for the sou- 
thern part of Saskatchewan. Gains recorded for the provinces were as follows: Mari- 
time Provinces, 13 per cent; Quebec, 11 per cent; Ontario, 6 per cent; Manitoba, 8 
per cent; Saskatchewan, 25 per cent; Alberta, 17 per cent;.British Columbia, 6 per 
cent. ' 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of March this year and last and also for normal seasonal movements, sales in 
March were up by 11 per cent over March a year ago but declined 3 per cent from Feb-~ 
ruary. There was the same number of business days in March this year as last with 
four Saturdays in both months. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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A April, 1944 


Country general store sales averaged 1l per cent higher in April this yesr 
then last according to reports received from 579 of these general merchandise stores 
located in the smeller towns and rural areas. The 11 per cent gein reflects an in- 
crease in trading activities in all regions of the country, gains ranging from 1 per 
cent in the northern part cf Ontario to 17 per cent in the southern section of Alberta. 
Sales increased by 2 per cent in British Columbia, 5 per cent in Manitoba, 6 per cent 
in Onterio, 9 per cent in Quebec, 14 per cent in Saskatchewan, 15 per cent in Alberta, 
and 16 per cent in the Meritime Provinces. 


Allowing for the difference in number and sales importance of the business 
days of April this year and lest and also for normel seasonal movements, sales in 
April were 17 per cent over April a year ago and increased by 10 per cent over March, 
1944. There were five Saturdays in April of the current year as compared with four 
Saturdays in April, 1943, but there was one more business day in April.of last year 
than this. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
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Country general stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas of Canada 
reported 9 per cent more business transacted in June this year than last, according to 
statements received from 568 general merchandise stores. The 9 per cent gain reflects 
an increase in the dollar volume of trading in each of the provinces, gains ranging 
from 19 per cent in British Columbia to 3 per cent in Manitoba and Ontario. Sales were 
1l per cent higher in the Maritime Provinces, 10 per cent in Quebec, 3 per cent in 
Ontario, 3 per cent in Manitoba, 8 per cent in Saskatchewan, 13 per cent in Alberta, 
and 19 per cent in British Columbia, 


The adjusted index, which makes allowances for the difference in number and 
importance of business days and for normal seasonal movements, stands at 158.2 for 
June, 1944, 7 per cent above the June, 1943 level. There were 26 business days in- 
cluding 4 Saturdays in June of both this year and last. 
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July dollar sales realized by country general stores increased 4 per cent 
over the volume of business transacted in July, 1945, aecording to data received from 
731 of these general merchandise stores located in the smaller towns and rural areas 
of Canada. The 4 per cent gain is smaller than the monthly increases recorded for 
the first half of the year, when increases ranged from 9 to 12 per cent. Manitoba 
experienced a minor decline of 1 per cent, while the other regions of the country re- 
ported the following increases in sales over 19435; Maritime Provinces, 5 per cent; 
Quebee, 6 per cent; Ontario, 2 per cent; Saskatchewan, 3 per cent; Alberta, 4 per 
eent; British Columbia, 11 per cent. The general unadjusted index of sales, on the 
base, 1955-1959=100, stands at 170.5 for July, 1944; 169.1 for June, 1944 and 164.0 for 
July, 1943. Cumulative sales for the January-July period advanced 9 per cent above 
the volume of business transacted in that period last year. 


The adjusted index of sales in which allowance is made for differences in 
the numbers of business days in different months and also for normal seasonal move- 
ments stood at 161.3 for July, 1944, down slightly from those for the immediately 
preceding months which stood at 162.2 for June and 164.1 for May. There were 25 
business days including four Saturdays in July, 1944 while there were 26 business 
days with five Saturdays in July last year, 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Country general store sales were 11 per cent higher in August of this year 
than last, according to statements received from 774 of these general merchandise 
stores athe ted in the smaller towns and rural areas of Canada, The ll per cent gain 
is larger than the 4 per cent increase recorded in the July comparison but is in line 
with the pattern of trading witnessed in the first six months of the year. All 
regions of the country shared in the gain, increases ranging from 5 per cent in the 
southern areas of Quebec to 21 per cent in the northern part of Alberta. The general 
unadjusted index of sales, on the base 1935-1939 = 100, stands at 174.2 for August, 
1944; 170.5 for July, 1944; and 157.2 for August, 1945. Aggregate figures for the 
eight months of this year reveal a 10 per cent increase in dollar sales over the 
January-August period of 19435. 


The adjusted index of sales in which allowance is made for differences in 
the numbers of business days in different months and also for normal seasonal move- 
ments stands at 160.7 for August, 1944, on a par with the seasonally adjusted sales 

| index of 159.9 for July, 1944. There were 27 business days including 4 Saturdays in 
August, 1944 while August last year had 26 business days with 4 Saturdays. 


| Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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September sales transacted by country general store merchants were valued 
16 per cent higher than the dollar business realized in September, 1945, according to 
reports received from 765 of these general merchandise stores situated in the smaller 
towns and rural areas of Ganada. The 16 per cent increase is greater than gains re- 
corded in the earlier month comparisons, gains ranging from 4 per cent in July to 12 
per cent in February and March being recorded. The general unadjusted index of sales 
on the base 1935-1939 = 100, stands at 172.0 for September, 1944; 174.4 for August, 
1944; and 149.5 for September, 1943. 


The marked increase in country general store sales in September compared 
with earlier months reflects increased purchasing power arising from active grain and 
livestock markets. The number of bushels of grain delivered to elevators was more 
than 50 per cent greater in September of this year than last. Cattle, calves and 
sheep marketings were also at high levels. These factors were practicularly effec- 
tive in. stimulating retail sales in the western provinces, gains ranging as high as 
30 per cent for the northern part of Saskatchewan being recorded, 


The adjusted index of sales in which allowance is made for differences in 
the numbers of business days in different months and also for normal seasonal move- 
ments stands at 154.5 for September, 1944, 4 per cent below the seasonally adjusted 
sales index of 161.0 for August, 1944. There were 25 business days and 4 Saturdays 
in September, 1945, while September this year had 25 business days and 5 Saturdays. 
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Country general store sales realized in October of this year advanced 6 per 
cent over the dollar volume of business transacted in October, 1943, according to 
statements received from 782 of these general merchandise stores situated in the 
smaller towns and rural areas of Canada. Gains ranging from 1 to 15 per cent were 
reported by all regions of the country except the eastern and western areas of Ontario. 
Sales, declined by 3 per cent in eastern Ontario while western Ontario business remained 
on a par with October,. 19435. Increases registered by the provinces gre as follows: 
Maritime Provinces, 7 per cent; Quebec, 6 per cent; Manitoba, 4 per cent; Saskatchewan, 

13 per cent; Alberta, 5 per cent; British Columbia, 14 per cent. Ontario sales decreased 
by 1 per cent. The general unadjusted index of sales on the base, 1955-1939 = 100, 
stands at 174.6 for Oetober, 1944, compared with 171.5 for September, 1944, and 163.5 
for October, 1943. Aggregate figures for the first ten months of 1944 stand 10 per cent 
higher than for the same period of 1943. 


Allowing for the difference in-number and sales importance of the business 
days of October this year and last and for normal seasonal movements, sales in October 
this year were up by 10 per cent over October a year ago and increased by 5 per cent 
over September of this year. There was the same*number of business days in October this 
year and last, but October, 1343 had 5 Saturdays compared with 4 Saturdays in October, 
1944. 
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Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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Sales transacted by country general stores during November, 1944, were valued 
? per cent higher than the volume of business realized in November of last year, 
according to statements received from 771 of these general merchandise stores situ- 
ated in the smaller towns and rural areas of Canada. Eastern Ontario suffered a de- 
cline of 3 per cent in sales, while all other regions of the couhtry recorded in- 
creases, gains ranging from 3 to 15 per cent. The general unadjusted index of sales 
on the base, 1935-1939=100, stands at 166.1 for November, 1944; 174.0 for October, 
1944; and 156.1 for November, 1943. 


The increase recorded in country general store sales reflects a greater pur- 
chasing power resultant from grain and livestock movements. Deliveries of grain to 
elevators were over 100 per cent higher in October of this year than last, while 
November deliveries were 9 per cent in excess of the number of bushels of grain re- 
ceived by elevators in November, 1943. Cattle, calves and sheep marketings were 
also higher than the November, 1943, level of trading. 


The adjusted index of sales in which allowance is made for differences in 
the numbers of business days in different months and also for normal seasonal move- 
ments stands at 160.4 for November, 1944, on a par with the seasonally adjusted in- 

dex of 160:6 for October, 1944. There were 26 business days and 4 Saturdays in 
both November of this year and last, 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 

4: DECEMPER, 1944 

en 
Reports submitted by 756 country general stores situated in the smaller 

towns and rural areas of Canada, indicated an overall increase of 7 per cent in 
sales for December, 1944 over December, 1943. All regions of the country reported 
increased sales in December, 1944 over the corresponding month of the preceding 
year and, while the range of the gains was within the relatively narrow limits of 1 
to ll per cent, there was evidence of greater expansion in the western provinces 
than elsewhere. The unadjusted index of sales for Canada (on the base, 1935 to 1939 
= 100) stood at 196.7 for December, 1944, 165.9 for November, 1944 and 184.5 for De- 
cember, 1943. 


After allowances for differences in number of business days and for nor- 
mal seasonal variations, the index of country general store sales for Canada stood 
at 163.4 for December, 1944, slightly above the seasonally adjusted index of 160.2 
recorded for November, 1944. There were 25 business days in December, 1944 as com- 
pared with 26 days in December, 1943. 


i Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDUXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
A JANUARY» 1945 
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; Dollar volume of sales in country general stores increased 6 per cent in 
January, 1945 over January, 1944, according to reports submitted by 745 such stores 
located in the smaller towns and rural areas of Canada, Approximately two-thirds 

of the firms which submitted figures reported sales higher in January this year than 
last, while the remainder experienced a reduction in sales below January a year ago. 
The unadjusted index of sales for Canada (on the base, 1935 to 1939 = 100) stood at 
126.4 for January, 1945, 196.3 for December, 1944 and 119.5 for January, 1944. 


Sales of stores located in Eastern Ontario and Northern Alberta were 
practically unchanged from January last year. Increases, ranging up to 11 per cent 
in Northern Saskatchewan, were recorded elsewhere. 

After adjustment for differences in number of business days and for normal 


seasonal movements, the index for January, 1945 was 165.2, slightly higher than the 
adjusted index of 163.1 for December, 1944. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
A FEBRUARY, 1945 


Sales of country general stores in Canada were 3 per cent higher in February, 
1945 compared with the same month a year ago and recorded g fractional increase in 
business over January of this year. These results are based on returns submitted by 765 
country general stores located throughout all parts of Canade. Unadjusted indexes 
(on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 1287.6 for February, 1945, 127.0 for January, 
1945 and 144.9 for February, 1944. 


Gains of 6 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and Manitoba were the largest 
among the provincial results. Increases of a lesser degree occurred in all other 
regions with the exception of Saskatchewan where sales were practically unchanged from 
February a@-year ago. 


The index with adjustments for differences in numbers of business days and 
for normal seasonél variations advanced from 166.0 in January to 172.4 in February, 
reaching the highest point attained. since April of last year when the index stood at 
176.0. 


Percentege Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SAIES 
vA MARCH, 1945 ae Ae oe car 


Country. general store sales in Canada recorded a pronounced increase of 13 
per cent in March, 1945 compared with March a year ago and were 24 per cent greater 
than in the preceding month of February. The increases were high for most sections 
of the country and were influenced considerably by the unseasonable weather prevaile- 
ing in almost all parts of the country during March. These results are based on re= 
turns submitted by 764 country general stores across Canada. Unadjusted indexes (on 
the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 157.5 for March, 1945, 127.2 for popruady 1945 
and 139.1 for March, 1944. 


“Among the regional results, those for Ontario appear most interesting. 
While sales in the eastern sections of the province gained 11 per cent, sales in the 
northern and western areas ranged 20 and 21 per cent respectively above sales in 
March, 1944, resulting in an average gain of 17 per cent for Ontario as a whole. 
Quebec sales were 8 per cent higher in March this year than last, with gains fairly 
uniform in the northern and southern regions. The sales increases in the Maritime 
Provinces and in each of the western provinces were within narrow limits of that for 
the country as a whole. 


The index, with adjustments for differences in number of business days and 
for seasonal variations, continued an upward trend, moving from 171.8 in February to 
178.9 in March. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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Country general store sales in Cam@a@a averaged 3 per cent higher in April 
of this year compared with April a year ago according to reports submitted by approxi- 
mately 750 stores dealing in a general line of merchandise and located in places of 
less than 2,000 population. The 3 per cent increase in April compared with a much 
higher increase of 13 per cent in March may be attributed in the main to two factors. 
In the first instance, there were five Saturdays in March of this year and four in 
March a year ago. In April the situation was reversed with four Saturdays this year 
and five last. Secondly, the Easter trade was concentrated entirely in the month of 
March this year whereas in 1944 a good deal of pre-Easter business was transacted in 
April. 


Results on a regional basis reveal increases in April of this year over 
last of 6 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 9 per cent in Quebec, 5 per cent in 
Ontario, 1 per cent in Manitoba, and 6 per cent in British Columbia. Declines of 6 
and 4 per cent below April a year ago were reported for Saskatchewan and Alberta 
respectively. 


The index of sales, without adjustment for number of business days or for 
normal seasonal movements, stands at 160.9 for April, at 157.9 for March, and at 
156.1 for April, 1944. These indexes are based on the average for the period 
1935.2 1939 as. 100. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
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Country: general store’ sales. in Canada averaged 2 per cent higher in May of 
this’ year compared with May a-year ago, according to reports submitted oy approximate- 
ly 750 stores "*déaling in @ general line of merchandise and lecated in places of less 
than 2,000 population. “The margin of increase over May, 1944 is somewhat smaller than 
the 5 per cent gain recorded in ‘the first five months of this year over last, The 
V-E Day celebrations on May 7th and 8th were marked by the clesing of many business 
‘places, thus reducing the number of days on which business was transacted. This face 
tor would have had some effect in reducing the volume of May sales. 


May results on a regional basis reveal that sales maintained approximately 
the same margin over last year in Saskatchewan, Alberta,and British Columbia as that 
prevailing in earlier months of the year, In the Maritime Provinces, the gain in 
Mey sales amounted to only one per cent, while Manitoba, Quebec and Ontario results 
indicated declines of from one to three per cent, 


The unadjusted indexes \of sales stood at 182.0 for May, 1945, 160.1 for 
April, 1945 and 180:2 for May, 1944. - These indexes!,are: based on the average monthly 
sales from 1935 to 1939 taken as 100. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
JUNE, 1945 


Country general store sales in Canada were 9 per cent higher in June of this 
year compared with June, 1944, according to reports submitted by some 765 stores hand= 
ling a general line of merchandise and located in smaller communities and rural areas. 
The June increase exceeds the 5 per cent increase in the comparison of cumulative 
sales for the first six months of this year and last, a result which may be partially 
explained by the occurrence of five Saturdays in June of this year compared with four 
Saturdays in June, 1944. The lateness of seeding in most parts of the country and the 
consequent delay in purchasing ordinarily attendant upon these activities has been an 
additional factor in accelerating June sales. 


Regional results indicate that expansion in business between June of the two 
years was greater in Ontario than elsewhere. The average increase for the province 
amounted to 13 per cent, with gains in the eastern and northern divisions exceeding 
‘the 10 per cent gain for Western Ontario. Total sales in Quebec were up by 6 per cent, 
but the 14 per cent gain for the southern division of the province was far in excess 
of the 2 per cent increase in northern areas. Gains recorded in Manitoba and Alberta 
approximated the average increase for the country, but Saskatchewan sales advanced 
only 3 per cent over June a year ago. The Maritime Provinces and British Columbia 

‘recorded increases of 8 and 9 per cent respectively. 


Unadjusted indexes of sales stood at 183.2 for June, 1945, 182.1 for May, 
1945 and 170.0 for June of last yeer. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STOt 
“JULY, 1945" 


Country general store sales in Canada increased 7 per c 
year compared with July, 1944, according to reports submitted by some 717 stor 
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The July increase only slightly exceeds the 6 per cent gain in sales during the first 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES 
A AUGUST, 1945 Tt 


Country general store sales in Canada increased 8 per cent in August, 1945 
-_ compared with August, 1944 and were 3 per cent higher than in the immediately pre- 
ceding month of July, 1945, according to reports submitted by 710 stores handling a 
general line of merchandise and located in smaller communities and rural areas, The 
8 per cent margin over August, 1944 compares with a 6 per cent gain in sales during 
the first eight months of this year over last. Unadjusted indexes of sales (on the 
base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 187.9 for August, 1945, 174.6 for August, 
1944 and 182.9 for July, 1945. 


Variations in the results for different sections of the country were greater 
_ than those revealed in the figures for earlier months. The larger increases, ranging 
from 13 to 15 per cent, occurred in the eastern part of Canada. Although British 
Columbia's increase was on a par with the average gain for the country as a whole, re- 
sults for the Prairie Provinces indicated but slight gains or, in some areas, minor 
decreases compared with saies in August of last year. 


After adjustments for the number of business days and for normal seasonal 
movements, the August index stood at 172.1, somewhat lower than the 176.1 recorded in 
- July but on a par with the average monthly index in the January-to-August period. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES — 
A SEPTEMBER, 1945 
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Country general store sales in Canada increased 4 per.cent in September, 
1945 compared with September, 1944 and were 6 per cent lower than in the immediately 
preceding month of August, 1945, according to reports submitted by 727 stores hand- 
ling a general line of merchandise and located in smaller communities and rural - 
areas. The margin of increase over September, 1944 is slightly lower than the avere- 
age increase of 6 per cent for the first nine months of this year-over last. Unad- 
justed indexes of sales (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 176.6 for 
September, 1945, 170.4 for September, 1944 and 187.6 for August, 1945. 


Ontario-.stores maintained approximately the same percentage gain as that 
experienced during the first nine months of the year, a gain of 9 per cent in Sep- 
tember comparing with an 8 per cent increase in the cumulative comparison. British 
Columbia and Quebec, with gains of 7 and 6 per cent, were the only other provinces 
where September sales increases exceeded that for the Dominion. The Maritime 
Provinces and Alberta recorded small gains while sales of Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
stores fell off slightly below September, 1944 volume. 


After adjustments for differences in the number of business days and for 
normal seasonal movements, the September index stood at 165.3. The index for Septem- 
ber is the lowest recorded for the current year, indexes for the earlier months having 
ranged from 166.0 in January to 179.7 in March. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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Country general store sales in Canada increased 11 per cent in October, 1945 com- 
pared with October, 1944 and were 9 per cent above September, 1945, according to re= 
ports from 7359 such stores located in smaller communities and rural areas. The margin 
of increase over October, 1944 is somewhat greater than the 6 per cent gain which 
occurred during the first ten months of this year over last, a result attributable in 
part to the occurrence of an extra business day in October of this year. Unadjusted 
indexes (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 192.6 for October, 1945, 
173.2 for October, 1944 and 176.5 for September, 1945. 


The increase in sales over October, 1944 was general throughout the country, 
gains in most cases being within narrow limits of the Canadian average. Quebec sales 
were 8 per cent higher and the gain for Southern Saskatchewan amounted to only 6 per 
cent, but elsewhere the over-all trend was maintained. Ontario's 14 per cent gain 
was the only regional increase appreciably higher than the Dominion average. A sige 
nificant item in the Ontario results is the extent to which sales of stores in that 
province's northern areas have increased with the current step-up in mining activity, 
@ gain of 17 per cent being recorded in October. An analysis of cumulative results 
for the January-to-October period on a provincial basis shows increases ranging from 
5 per cent in Manitoba to 10 per cent in British Columbia, with gains in other prov- 
inces within one or two percentage points of the average increase for Canada. 


The index with adjustments for differences in number of business days and for 
normal seasonal movements, advanced in October to 172.4 from the index of 165.2 for 
September and compared with an index of 171.8 for August of this year. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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Sales of country general stores in Canada during November, 1945 were higher 
by 9 per cent than in November, 1944 but fell off 6 per cent from October, 1945 vol- 
ume. These results are based on reports submitted by 728 stores located in smaller 
communities and rural areas throughout the country. The average gain in sales for 
the first eleven months of 1945 over 1944 amounted to 6.5 per cent. Unadjusted in- 
dexes {on the base, average for 1935~-1939=100) stood at 181.4 fer Nevember) 1945, 
165.9 for November, 1944 and 192.3 for October, 1945. 


While all regions of the country shared in the expanded business, gains 
were most pronounced in Ontario, British Columbia, the Maritime Provinces and Mani= 
toba where increases amounted to 14, 13, 12 and 11 per cent respectively. Moderate 
advanees recorded in other sections were as follows; 8 per cent in Quebec, 6 per 
cent in Alberta and 5 per cent.in Saskatchewan, 


After adjusting for differences in number of business days and for normal 
seasonal fluctuations, the November, 1945 index moved slightly upward to 174.1 from 
the-172.1 result for the immediately preceding month of October. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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December’, 1945 sales of Canada's country general stores wet were 6 per cent higher 
than sales in December, 1944 and 15 per cent above November, 1945 volume. The Deceme- 
| ber increase over a year ago, although somewhat below the 11 and 9 percent increases 
which occurred in October and November, was almost identical with the 6.5 per cent 
gain in sales for the full year 1945 over 1944. Results for December are based on re- 
ports from 721 general merchants carrying on business in the smaller communities and 
rural areas of the Dominion. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 
208.7 for December, 1945, 196.5 for December, 1944 and 181.6 for November, 1945. 


The Maritime Provinces, Ontario and British Columbia recorded the largest in- 
creases, gains ranging from 10 to 12 per cent. Annual increases also, in these areas, 
exceeded those for other sections of the country. A 6 per cent increase in Quebec for 
December was similar to the gain in-that province for the year. Stores located in the 
Prairie Provinces were notvable to expand sales volume above December, 1944 to any 
appreciable extent. Manitoba, which had experienced an 11 per cent increase in Novem- 

_ ber, reported sales only 1 per cent greater in December, 1945, than in the same month 

_of the previous year. Alberta sales in December, 1945, were higher, by 3 per cent than 
the dollar volume in December, 1944, but Saskatchewan stores did 1 per cent less busi- 
ness in the same comparison. Cumulative results for the year showed comparatively 
minor gains, ranging from 3 to 6 per cent, for the Prairie Provinces. 


The index with adjustment for differences in number of business days and for nor- 
mal seasonal variations did not deviate substantially from indexes recorded in the 
immediately preceding months, standing at 173.6 for the month under review. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
Pa wit Sabin BOT hn el hb Lik sh Reapers) Pane ctec tle Stn iat otek a ke haha Aine Me kaa ask & 


December, 1945 December, 1945 ; 
_____ December, 1944 December, 1944 
; | Numbe et 5 
4 Region Number off eee Region Number of pence Per 
stores : stores : 
YENOT ing an ing an cent — 
baste 4 increase reporting|increase | change 
Maritime ——« | Manitoba: 54 32 + 0.9 
Provinces; 124 93 Saskatchewans 
Quebec: Worth owes ss 55 33 + 1.4 
South! oeso 47 30 SOucGhisogreesiare 53 20 - 3.7 
NOPCRES «es 56 38 TOTAL RRs aero « : 108 53 - 0.5 
ITAL e Ap okee 105 68 Albertas 
Ontario; WOews! Casgar 45 26 + 4.3 
Bast bec ov 72 55 rf) el 2 ag ar nig 59 41 ren <8 
NOPE pa. % 3-7 26 PP OTAL ics sonic 104 67 + 3.4 
West bs» os 68 53 i British 
TOTAL scoee eo) 134 Columbia: OL 34 +12.0 
CANADA occccoe speek 481 + 6.2 


Year's Subscription, 1.’ 
Single Copies, 210 


PRET 6 °00G-°uBr 
GPET °° 9ed=-°uUEl 


‘eZueyd % 
o°ol2 e*pez | 0°96T o°9t2 T°set |. 0°s02 e°Lbe 9°SLT ceeeese oqueed 
9°Z9T 2°98l 2°26 ¥°002 9° PST 661 g° S61 2°bLl cescess JequoAON 
o°Set 9°602 S°6T2 9°S6T 8° SI 2°02 $°O61 Gest eeeeo2e2 J9G0400 
T°Sat G°Z6T 0°06T 6° 1st g°Z9r O° TAT 2°LLT @691 oseeos zequoqdes 
O°6LT y06tT |) = 9° 2et O°L9T g*Sul 8°66T g° C02 $°Tut coccocees asngny 
G°L9T T°9ut $°69T S°L9T 9° PLT $°202 L°TéT T°9st SRR RE ee 7 
C°sst 9° 9LT g°g9l 0°Sot L991 o°2t2 S61 9°ZLt coscesePees aunt 
T°9uT 2°69 L°e9t g*L91 g° Sol 9°902 g°OT2 $°89l coccccocceee Lan 
e°Shl g°9ST araal 0°6ST 6° OFT O° Tat BOLT 2°eLt pote tbs Trady 
¥° ST L°3hl L°Ubl peat 8° 9ST 6°L9T SLT ey socceceoes Yoda 

Sloe & eet 6 *SZh Lestt Or Sat gas 6° P21 g°gsT O°2ZLt coceese Arensgod 
ae aa e621 er iat SOIT Sear g°S2T g2aGt 0°99T coocoece Lagnuel 
S¥6T 
0°0T2 eyez | 0°96T o°9t2 T°sst 0°g02 e°L be seozt | 2°80 |°°c*?* Geet ‘requeoed 
S°L8T Gere Dalat L2tLze 21S S°OLE G° P61 g°9Te eeeot | gr9et Jeecee* HHET ‘tequeced 
ieBoi | |. | oiadz Poel b°10Z 6°S9T 2° vSt 8° 202 ocust | grat |erecc’ SbeT * zequeoeg 
S°Lbt | 2°2et L*O9T ecieie il .ersse 8°69T e°zut | Fest | ES°99T |errec? 2HET ‘tequeced 
8° PSI S°OST $°e2T s°est. | ¥°OPT $°O9T seopt | poaet | F°LPT |[°°*°°* THET ‘tequeoed 
6°TZI 2°eel S°STt Wists bl. S°eee Z°2et sost | eeatt | eegzt |e°r°°’* OFet ‘tequeced 
O°LIt O° 9ST Seeal eOET® 4] £ B°R1L TIC Setar T° vel 9°got | geet joecre* Bg6T ‘requeseg 
L°T2t T°s2t 0°9TT o29z1* Blo 2° RIT T°9tt O° 91T L°L6 S°BTT forrre* geet ‘requeced 
O°e21 $081 L°Stt 6° PST 2 S21 L°vel O°nzt | 2°60ot | g*ret |°°r-'* Leet ‘tequeoed 
L°stt fee! Bile erecely i taSnT T°9tl $°90T T°6tt | Z°00T | 6°9TT {°*°°°? gg6T ‘tequeoed 
=e as = : za Gp ol 6 pe 
Brquntod | weqaaqty UBMBYO rue | of 4 | sowt4t - WOWNWO | -s- YgUOW pue aBeE4 


METI ee] ed ee eee a ee ee eS Soe eae Pee ee | Svat SS 2s a 


°suoTJeTIsA [uUCsves pue sAvp sseuTsng Jo soqumu 10g peqsn{ pe xepul °d °peqsnf{peun °y 
(OOT = 6S6L"SS6T AOJ e3e10AV)--SH1VE @YOLS IVYENHD AYLZNOOO JO SHXHANT 


=>) BNE: 


"Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A, MacKINNON, M.P., 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 
Dominion Statistician: Herbert Marshall, BeAc, FeSeSe 
Chief, Merchandising and Services Branch: A.C. Steedman, BA. 
Yo ° - No. ) e 
MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES, JANUARY, 1946 
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Sales of country general stores in Canada were 9 per cent higher in January, 
1946 than in January, 1945. Recession from the high level of trading in the immedi» 
ately preceding month of December, 1945 amounted to 34 per cent, a trend which is 
fairly consistent with the normal December-January movement. Unadjusted indexes (on 
the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 138.6 for. January, 1946, 127.0 for January, 1945, 
and 209.7 for December, 1945. Results for the month under review are based on reports 
from 710 general merchants located in the smaller communities and rural areas of the 
country. 


A 20 per cent increase for British Columbia stores, between January of the 
two years, featured the regional results. Sizable gains, it may be noted, were ex- 
perienced by stores located in widely dispersed sections of the province. A°14 per 
cent increase for country general stores in the Maritime Provinces in January follows 
a series of rather substantial gains in the late months of 1945 over 1944. These 
stores have not exhibited the same levelling-off tendencies apparent in recent re- 
sults for many types of specialty stores in the larger population centres of that 
region. Increases in Quebec and Ontario were 10 and 11 per cent respectively, and 
gains for the various divisions of these two provinces revealed a marked degree of 
uniformity. In the Prairie Provinces, there was little change in sales volume be- 
tween January of this year and last. The over-all gain of 5 per cent for Alberta 
was due mainly to a 12 per cent increase in northern areas of that province. Saskat- 
chewan stores did 2 per cent more business than in January, 1945, while a decrease of 
1 per cent occurred in Manitoba. 


The adjusted index, taking into account differences in number of business 
days and normal seasonal veriations, moved upward to a new high mark of 180.7 in Jan- 
-uary of this year. The previous peak in the adjusted series was recorded for March, 
1945 when the index reached 179.7. The January index for the current year repre- 
sented an advance.from the December, 1945 index of 174.3. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTELY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERSL STORE SALES, FEBRUARY, 1946 
Y monoceab 
February sules of country general stores were practically unchangea from 
. ganuary ana were 10 per cent higher than in February a year ago. The margin of in- 
crease over February last year was about on a par with that recorded in the corres~ 
ponding January comparison, cumulative sales for the first two months of 1946 stan- 
ding 9.3 per cent above the similar two-month period a year ago. Unadjusted in- 
daexes of sales on the base, 195571939 = 100 stood at 139.8 for February, 1358.1 for 
January and at 1¢7.5 for February, 1945. 


In continuation of the marked increase recorded in British Columbia in 
January, February sales in this province gained £5 per cent over February of last 
year. Much more moderate gains were recorded in all other-regions, pereentage 
changes in sales in February of this year conoared with last standing at 10 per cent 
for Alberta, 11 per cent for Saskatchewan, 6 per cent-for Manitoba, & per cent for 
Ontario, & per cent for Quebec and 9 per cent-for the Maritime ‘Srovinces. 

The index of sales, ad justed for differences in number of business days and 
for normal seasonal movements, advanced from 180.0 in January to 187.8 in February. 


These results are based on returns receivec from a sample group of 718 
stores, carrying a general line of merchandise and located in places of 2,000 popu~ 
lation or less. 
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Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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, 1946 

Country general store sales in Canada were 20 per cent higher in March than 
in February and gained 6 per cent over March, 1945. The margin of increase between 
March of the two years was smaller than those recorded in the first two months of 
this year, the average gain for the first quarter of 1946 compared with the similar 
period of 1945 standing at 8 per cent. On an average daily sales basis, March busi- 
ness would have shown expansion equivalent to that recorded in the earlier months of 
the year, since there was one more business dey in March last year than in the month 
under review. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935 to 1939=100) stood at 167.7 for 
March, 1946, 139.8 for February, 1946 and 158.2 fer March, 1945... 


A review of the increases between March of last year and this for the var- 
ious provinces reveals higher gains for British Columbia than fer other parts of the 
country. March sales in that province gained 13 per cent over March a year ago. A 
fair degree of uniformity was apparent among the increases for other provinces. 
Apart from a minor gain of 2 per cent in Saskatchewan, sales increases ranged from 4 
to 8 per cent. Cumulative results for the first quarter of this year show British 
Columbia sales up 18 per cent, a gain which far exceeds increases for other prov- 
inces. Manitoba and Saskatchewan sales were up 4 and 5 per cent respectively in the 
first quarter of this year over last, while gains in other provinces were very close 
to the 8 per cent increase for Canada during the similar period. 


When adjusted for differences in the 
seasonal variations, the index moved upward to 
peak in the adjusted series. Adjusted indexes 
in January of this year, while an index of 179 


number of business days and for normal 
196.0 in March, establishing a new 
stood at 187.9 in February and 180.0 
of was recorded in March, 1945. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES, APRIL, 1946 
aA em basectare 
Country general store sales in Canada averaged 11 per cent higher in April 

than in March and were almost 17 per cent above the volume of business transacted in 
April a year ago. The 17 per cent increase over April a year ago compares with a | 
gain of 6 per cent in March of this year over last and with a gain of approximately 
ll per cent in the cumulative comparison for the first four months of the current 
year over the corresponding four-month period of 1945, The more substantial gain 
recorded in the April results may be attributed to various factors. There was one 
more business day in April of this year than last. Furthermore the late Easter date 
this year had a favourable effect upon retail purchasing when compared with. 1945 
when the Easter business fell entirely in the month of March. Unadjusted indexes of 
sales. (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 187.2 for April, 1946 compared with 
168.8 for March and 160.1 for April a year ago. 


While all sections of the country reported increased sales, the gains re= 
corded in the western provinces were outstanding. Saskatchewan sales were up by 26 
per cent while Alberta and British Columbia both reported increases of 24 per cent. 
Manitoba sales were up by 18 per cent while a uniform increase of i35 per cent was 
reported by the Maritime Provinces, Quebec and Ontario. 


When adjusted for differences in the number of business days and for nore 
mal seasonal variations, the index moved upward 197.3 for March to 202.1 for April, 
Surpassing the March péak by 4.8 points. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES, MAY, 1946 
“A aaa ee 

Country general store sales in Canada were 14 per cent higher:'in May, 1946 
than in April and stood 17 per cent above May, 1945. The increase over May, 1945 was 
on a par with the gain recorded in April of this year compared with last. The average 
gain for the first quarter of this year over last was only 8 per cent but, when the 
17 per cent increases for the two later months are included, the cumulative gain for 
the first five months stands at 12 per cent. Heavy sales of feed, building supplies 
and materials, were mentioned by some retailers to be among the more important factors 
contributing to the recent sales expansion, Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935 to 
909 = - 100) stood at 215.4 for May, 1946, 186.7 for April, 1946 and 182.1 for May, 1945. 


The increases throughout all sections of the country were unusually uniform 
and provincial average increases were in almost all cases very close to the average 
gain for the country as a whole. British Columbia. where a pronounced sales increase 
of 26 per cent occurred between May of 1945 and 1946, was the single exception, 


A slight recession took place in the adjusted index which moved from 201.5 
in April of this year to 196.4 in the month under review. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES, JUNE, 1946 


a a A ES 


A ay 
Country general store sales in Canada were approximately 5 per cent lower 
in June than in May but were 10 per cent higher than in June, 1945. The increase 
over June a year ago was about on a par with the average gain for the first six 
months of this year compared with last which amounted to 12 per cent. Unadjusted in= - 
dexes of sales, on the base 1935-1939 = 100, stand at 201.9 for June compared with 
212.7 for May and 183.5 for June, 1945, 


Sales in the southern part of Quebec province were unchanged from June a 
year ago. All other sections of the country for which separate figures are compiled 
registered increases ranging as high as 16 per cent for the northern part of Ontario. 
The index of sales, when adjusted for number of business days and for normal seasonal 
movements, stood at 197.6 for June, practically unchanged from 195.7 recorded for May 
and slightly above the average level during the first half of the year as indicated 
by an average seasonally adjusted index of 193.3 for the first six months of 1946, 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 
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| LONDLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES, JULYs 1946 
(1935-1939=100) — 


Country general store sales in Canada averaged 4 per cent higher in July 
than in June and were up 15 per cent compared with July a year ago according to re~ 
ports received from & sample number of 725 stores selling & general line of mer- 

chandise and located in places of less than 2,000 population. ‘The 15 per cent gain 
compared with July a year ago is slightly larger than the average increase for the 
_ first seven months of this year compared with last which amounted to lé per cent. 
The July index of sales on the base 1945-1959=100 stands at 208.9 compared with 
201.6 for June and 182.é for July, 1945. 


All regions of the country for which separate figures are compiled re- 
gistered gains of considerable magnitude in July of this year compared with last. 
Increases of 16 per cent were recorded in British Columbia and Ontario. Sales in the 
Maritime Provinces were up 17 per cent while gains for other regions stand at 14 per 
cent for Quebec, 15 per cent for Alberta, 11 per cent for Saskatchewan and & per 
cent for Manitoba. 


Percentage Change in Country General store Sales, by Regions 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES, AUGUST, 1946 


Country general store sales in Canada averaged 5 per cent higher in August 
than in July and were up 18 per cent compared with August a year ago according to re- 
ports received from a sample number of 720 stores selling a general line of merchan- 
dise and located in places of less than 2,000 population. The 18 per cent increase 
in August, 1946 over August a year ago is the largest recorded this year in corres~ 
ponding-month comparisons with 1945, The rate of expansion has increased gradually 
throughout the year and the cumulative gain for the first eight months of 1946 now 
amounts to 13 per cent, having advanced to that point from an average increase of 8 
per cent in the first quarter of the year. The August index of sales was 219.3, a 
figure which compares with indexes of 186.1 in August, 1945 and 208.3 in July, 1946. 


The margin of increase over August of last year was somewhat wider in 
western sections of the country. Increases in Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Co- 
lumbia were all above 20 per cent and a high of 25 per cent was reached in the latter 
province. Manitoba stores had a sales increase of 17 per cent. Ontario's country 
general stores, which have maintained a high sales volume level in recent months, 
again recorded a prominent increase, sales being 19 per cent higher in August this 
year than last. Less pronounced, but nevertheless substantial, were gains of 15 and 
14 per cent which occurred in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec respectively. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Baa 


August, 1946 august, st, 1946 


August, 1945 ye Bugust, 1945 
Number umber 
Region Number of report- Per Region Number of matory Per 
stores : cent stores cent 
reporting ahead change reporting Gin a change 
increase increase 

Morotine ~@rwaeo 4 wb 4 Menitohal, 0 24. % 2.0 45) ay lp 
Provincess 128 99 +1450 Saskatchewans 

Quebecs NOrthivc.ae, 0-4 52 42 +162 
SOuthierescrs:« 42 OT, + 723 SOUT custekaieta ol 47 +27.0 
North .2’s,0% 55 42 +1603 TOTAL os tien os 103 89 #2002 

TOTAL! sa. .Qib 9 97 69 +13.4 Alberta: 

Ontarios NOt st ct 43 29 414.7 
Eas ties ops (g= 61 +219 SOUth sees dur 62 57 2 4259 
North. .sSe 39 32 red a TOTAL pee c ew 105 86 #2106 
West) ..5 k's 67 57 +15.8 British 

TOTAL coves 178 150 +1961 Columbia s 56 47 +246 

CANADA s's's'8's's 720 583 +17.8 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES, OCTOBER, 1946 
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Retail trading in Canada's country general stores increased 7 per cent 
in October, 1946 over the same month a year ago and moved 9 per cent higher than 
in the preceding month of September. The increase between October of this year 
and last was somewhat below the average increase in sales for the first ten months 
of this year over the same period of 1945 which amounted to lé per cent. These 
results are based on figures supplied by 721 general merchants located in small 
communities and rural areas throughout the country. Unadjusted indexes (on the 
base 1935-1939=100) stood at 205.1 for October, 1946, 191.5 for October, 1945 and 
188.6 for September, 1946. 


aero 


Aw 


Many sections of the country, most of them in western Canada, experienced 
substantial expansion in sales during October this year. British Columbia, Alberta, 
southern Saskatchewan and northern Ontario were areas in which the largest gains 
occurred, increases ranging from 10 to 17 per cent. Sales of stores operating in 
northern Saskatchewan showed a reduction of 1 per cent below October, 1945. In= 
creases elsewhere fell within the limits of 3 to 7 per cent. 


mi a 


— 


October, 194.6 “October, 1946 


4 October, 1945 October, 1945 
w s ——~—"romber a a a a 
Region Number one NORE Per Region Number of Number Per 
stores yRDeEty cent stores report 
d cent 
reporting png re change reporting eee change 
increase > increase : 
Maritime "“Wanitova:  ~>4° “oo + Be 
Provinces; 1385 83 + 6.4 Saskatchewan} 
Que becs NOMGH Ee cre creo 54 $1 - 0.6 
THOUGH “ss.0 6 44 22 + 2.5 SOU pe cclenes 48 $1 411.2 
NOG... 6 o 53 $1 + 4.8 TOTAL cote o's ole 102 62 + 3.8 
TOTAL cocoe He 55 + 4.1 Alberta: 
Ontarios IN@UAG inet lele 46 30 +10.4 
WaASiGeersic c-« 67 41 +.6.8 SOU ne charel one's 62 48 +#11.5 
North .oce 41 31 +14.8 TOTAL sf 2 sess 108 78 41 hon: 
(:RIERS. So be 64 47 ESS I British 
TOTAL scecec 172 119 + 8.7 Columbia 53 4l +166 
CANADA cccess (caw 469 + Tok: 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES, NOVEMBER, 1946 
Ae 7 as ee LUSH 989=k00) eee ee 

Sales of country general stores in Canada for November, 1946 were 11 per 
cent higher than for November, 1945, but declined 2 per cent below the preceding 
month of October, 1946. The average increase in sales for the first eleven months 
of 1946 compared with the similar period of 1945 amounted to 12 per cent. Unad- 
justed indexes (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 201.8 for November, 1946, 
182.5 for November, 1945 and 205.4 for October, 1946. These results are based on 
sales reports of 708 general merchants located in small communities and rural 
areas throughout Caneda. 


The table below shows the increases for November, 1946 over November, 
1945 in different sections of the country. British Columbia continues to lead 
other regions, and a 19 per cent increase in November compares with an average 
gain of 18 per cent for that province during the first eleven months of the year. 
The November increase of 16 per cent for Alberta exceeded the 13 per cent gain in 
the eleven-month cumulative comparison. Increases for Quebec were more moderate 
than those for other regions, in both the November and January-to-November com- 
parisons. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 


November, 1946 November, 1946 
Wovember, 1945 November, 1945 
Region abarsat Number Per Region Winton 6 Number Per 
stores NenORE= cent stores repens cent 
reporting aie change reporting THE ne change 
° increase : increase 

Maritime Manitoba; 52 37 +11.6 
Provinces: 128 92 *J1.1 Saskatchewen: 

Quebecs North .occoo 54 35 + 7.5 
South eeoeo 43 29 + 8.0 South .cceoes 54: 37 +11.2 
North .e.- 53 29 + 2.6 TOTAL cvcecves 108 72 + 8.9 

TOTAL ceceoe 96 58 + 4.3 Albertas 

Ontarios North .ceecce 44, 38 +19.3 
Bast eecoo 71 52 +11.0 South .cccce 59 46 +138 
North ...«. 39 33 +15.0 TOTAL ccvcece 103 84 +15.9 
West .cece 60 51 +11.9 British 

TOTAL cecce 170 136 +1205 Columbias oie 40 +18.6 

CANADA cececes 708 519 +10.6 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES, » DECEMBER » 1946 
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Sales of country general stores in Canada were 6.6 per cent. higher in Decem~ 
ber, 1946 than in December, 1945 and were approximately 10 per’ cent above the November 
level according to reports received from a sample of 721 of these stores located in 
the smaller towns and rural areas and carrying a general line of merchandise. The in~ 
crease in December, 1946 over 1945 was considerably less than the gains recorded in 
earlier months of the year, sales for the calendar year 1946 averaging 11 per cent 
above 1945. Unadjusted indexes of sales (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stand at 223.4 
for December, 202.3 for November, 1946 and 209.6 for December, 1945. 

Increased sales in December, 1946 over 1945 were general throughout the 
country, gains ranging as high as 12.4 per cent for the northern districts of Ontario 
being reported. Regional increases for December, 1946 over 1945 with average gains 
for the year in brackets are as follows; Maritime Provinces, 3.5 per cent (10.6 per 
cent); Quebec, 7.1 per cent (9.1 ver cent); Ontario, 7.9 per cent (11.8 per cent); 
Manitoba, 7.5 per cent (10.9 per cent); Saskatchewan, 3.6 per cent (10.2 per cent); 
Alberta, 6.1 per cent (11.9 per cent); British Columbia, 13.1 per cent (17.5 per cent). 


Percentage Change ° in 1 Country General Store Sales, by y Regions 


"December, L Lega. “io i Fauna es ey NeGEmbon, ylode heres 
December, 1945 December, 1945 
Region Number of ihinber Per Region Number of Number ~ Per 
stores reporo- Aone stores Tenens cent 
reporting, "85.25 change reporting ,~ 6 3? change 
increase ? increase 

Maritime Manitoba: 50 34 + 7.5 
Provinces: 120 66 seg Saskatchewan: 

Quebec: : NOG carers 3.0 e 61 34 + 462 
SOUGHO a+b. 6 a4 26 + 6.0 SeWhela. 4 oocoe 56 38 EARS 
HOVGh-0's. eke 56 . RH ca lew A CTA sepa 4s o'sie ALLY 67 + 36 

TOTAL cece. 100 63 as Thc! Alberta: 

Ontario; OC aces wl are Ve ae 24 + 3.9 
WeiStureaskel ele 6 Cen 43 + 6.6 SVOMAH GL Hcpewene 66 47 ae ye 
NogsiG hime 40 26 +124 TOMATs lei ele sicher 106 teh + 6ol 

SES CS ea 67 44 + 6.5 British 
TOTAL o\e se L78 113 cmt hea Colurbias 50 39 $1 Sik 
CANADA .ccece cae 453 + 6.6 
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Country general store sales in Canada were 8 per cent higher in January, 

1947 than in January, 1946 and were 34 per cent below the December, 1946 volume of 
business, . These results were based on reports received from 689 general merchants 
located in smal] towns and rural areas. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 

100) stood at 148.7 for January, 1947, 137.6 for Jamuary, 1946 and 223.7 for Dece 

‘ ember, 1946. | : 


Increases were somewhat lower in the Prairie Provinces, and higher else- 


where, than the average gain-for thé country as a whole. Quebec led other provinces 
with a gain of 12 per cent whiie, at the other end of the scale, Saskatchewan 
reported a minor gain of only 2 per cent above January a year ago. 


Tenuary, 1947 
January ; se 


Region Number of Number Per Region Number of “Number Per 

stores . Yeporting cent stores report= Cent 
reporting an incre- change reporting ing an change 
. ase increase 

Maritime ) ; Manitoba: 50 34 +605 
Provinces: 19 76 48.4 Saskatchewan: 

Quebec: . . North coocce S4 31 +202 
South .ccoo 45 OL +131 .3 South sec0cce 45 . 25 +1.2 - 
North.ccooo. SS 40 ; $11.6 TOTAL cecooo 99 56 +1.8 

TOCA case. y 98 ee ya : 413. 7 Alberta: 

: Ontario: North 000000 43 Pte) +0.2 
BASteencs 69 440 89.5 South ser oee WoL 4) +71 
North ....2;,'. 59 89 412.8 TOTAL ..2.0. 104 64° +404 
West ts ogee 62 } . 69 +8,0 British ) : 

x TOTAL ecooco TOR 4s 110° +95 Columbia: ... 49 29 +10.% 
¥ Me ; Be i CANADA ecoooe O89 44,0 ; +8.1 
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- INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE ‘BALES-- Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


A. Unadjusted. B. Index adjusted for number of business days and seasonal variations. 


Year and Month CANADA Maritimes Quebee Ontario Manitobe Saskate- Alberta  Golumbia 


Jamuary, 1936..0000000000 (a) (a) (aj (a} 74.1 67.5 63.2 70.8 j (a) 


January » 1937 occcc000000 77 od 101.9 89.5 75 of 80.2 729 66.8 73.8 82.9 
January , 1938. cooc000000 78.2 106.0 89.9 79.5 79.1 75 9 65.9 74.9 83.4 
Jyanuary nh} ae OR Voed 93,5 80,5 973.7 75.1 58.7 63.7 70,0 79,0 
January, 1940..0c00000000 81.7 107.9 92.0 84.0 83.3 76.9 70.7 78.6 83.9 
January, 1941.0000000000 83.9 108.3 89 02 88.1 86.7 81.3 68.6 =) UBeew. 87 od 
January, 1942, .0c0000000 101% 127.4 104.7 104.1 106.6 10152 84.9 101.8 102.6 
January, 1943..00c0000000 109.7 143.4 122.9 11038 111.3 11235 94.2 108.9 106.6 
January , 1944. 0c0c00000000 119.5 160°.5 140.8 119.1 116.3 164.7 112.0 122.59 114.1 
January, 1945 .0c000cc0c00e 126.6 165.5 152.2 123.4 121.3 Lil o4 120;8 128.7 125.7 
January, 1946.0000000000 137.6 179.4 168.0 135.2 1354.35 111.1 123.2 138.0 149.7 
1946 : 
JANUATY occoccccoccccco 15706 179 04 16830 135.2 134.3 lli.l 123 08 138.0 149.7 
—Februaryococococccc0ce 14002 188.4 170.0 136.0 135.0 13002 126.1 138.5 151.5 
Marchoccoccoccc000ce 168.9 197.5 189.3 182.7 165.35 156 4 144.4 156.6 178.1 
Aprile cococcccscccso 18705 202 62 19458 204.0 169 02 185.9 179,50. . 19458 179.9 
Mayoococcccccc0000cso 21266 195.7 24357 241.3  ~° 196.9 194.9 183.9 196.9 213.9 
FURO@scdoccsssooccees. 2016 197.5 220.5 226.8 181.1 189.8 186.8 187.8 208.5 
JULY. ccv000 000000000 208.9 195.0 ir AS 25108 207 od 182.9 186.7 195.9 196.3 
August..cscococccecese e195 196.3 2350.6 22509 20765 198.7 217 oS 228.7 223.8 
Septemberoccooccc0ce 188.6 181.0 190.0 176.9 169.1 211.2 212.7 199.2: 190.2 
October.ccocoeccccce 20004 183.2 204.8 208.6 168.7 206.2 .228.8 250.2 21203 
Novembercoaccesccces 20205 188.7 214.9 194.4 184.4 226 .& 210.6 217.8 191.5 
December. ccoccccc00ce 223.7 191.6 251.6 220.9 204.6 257 6 202.0 241.2 235.9 
1947 : 
JaNUALYsoccccoccccccs 148.7 192.3 162.1 151.0 147.1 118.1 125.5 144.1 165.2 
% Change, 
January, 1947 +8.1 2 48.4 +11.7 +955 +603 +169 +404 +10.4 


January, 1946 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES, FEBRUARY, 1947 
(L935 “T9S9=TO0) a 


February sales in country general stores throughout Canada moved 1 per cent 
ahead of volume for January and were 8 per cent above sales in February of last year. 
The increase over February a year ago was about the same as the gain which took place 
in January and represents a continuation of the moderate but steady advancement in 
sales which general merchants in smal] localities end rural areas have enjoyed in re= 
cent months. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1959=100) stood at 150.7 for Feb- 
ruary, 1947, 140.2 for February, 1946 and 149.2 for January, 1947. 


The underlying level of trade was at a high point in February and the index 
‘adjusted for seasonal variations stood at 202.5. February was only the second month 
in which the adjusted index has exceeded the 200 per cent mark in relation to the 
five-year base period 1935-1939, April, 1946 being the only other instance when this 
occurred. 


Stores located in Ontario reported an increase of 13 per cent, somewhat 
higher than the overall increase for the country as a whole. Saskatchewan stores, 
on the other hand, increased their sales by less than 1 per cent over February a 
year ago. In all other sections of the country sales increases were fairly close to 
the average gain of 8 per cent. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 


es 
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February, 1947 


February, 1947 
_February, 1946 


Number 


Number 


Region Number of ceport= Per Region Number of’ Per 
stores ial aD cent + stores cent 
reporting increnaS change ‘reporting RN eo 

Waritime | © es fManitobas | 49 | oi 7 angie 
Provincess eu, + 6,0 {}Saskatchewans} 

Quebecs f Orth “sh «264 56 + 0.3 
South oooo 46 + 7.0 # South ooor00 50 + 1.2 
North .s0. 57 © Gob + 4 TOGA ovieere cs 106 + 0.6 

1038 + 8,7 Albertas 
Worth scswse 46 + 4.8 
South .siaw col 59 + 6.6 
TOTAL 6 sie ve om 105 + 59 
British 
LL NH Columbiag 52 


| CANADA co0000 feels 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES, MARCH, 1947 
A (1935-=T935=100) 


Country general store sales in Canada in March were 18 per cent above 
» those for February and 6 per cent higher than in March a‘yéar ago. Unadjusted in- 
‘dexes (on the base 1935-1939=100) ‘stood at 178.4 for March, 1947, 168.9 for March, 
1946 and 151.1 for February of this year. These results are based on returns from 
+692 general merchants operating in the smaller communities’ and rural areas through= 
out the country. 


A 15 per cent increase was reported for British Columbia, the gain ex- 
- ceeding by a fair margin increases in other sections of the country. Manitoba and 
» Saskatchewan increases also exceeded the Canada average of 6 per cent. Results for 
Quebec, Ontario and Alberta showed: increases which ‘approximated the overall ine 
crease for the country. In Ontario, however, there were marked differences for 
certain sections of the province, northern areas showing a major increase of 15 per 
cent while in Western Ontario sales declined 1 per cent compared with March a year 
ago. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were only slightly ahead of last year's vole 
ume for the same month. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 


March, 1947 


March, 1946 


eee Oe 


Region ' Number of Minber 


stores 
reporting 


Maritime 

Provinces: 
Quebecs 

ts South orcs 

‘ North 2... 

POCA) + svidore 


Mani obae 
Sasiatchewans' 
MO inem ets ete 6 


f 
| South oes7o008 


Total @or¢ee08e¢83 
Alverta: a 
} 


Ontarios Norte -ee i? ¢ 7 
Hast weeco LOU Gil retete eters 4 
North ress PPPS CT eh. ee 9 
WESIE ccteretere British 


Total). caslercs 1655 3 Columbia: 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF COUNTRY GENERAL STORE SALES, APRIL, 1947 


= 9, | #qieb-lese uo, 


Total sales of general merchants in the smaller communities and 
rural areas of Canada were 3 per cent higher in April, 1947 than in April ,1946 
and increased 8 per cent over March, 1947. Unadjusted indexes of sales (on 
the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 193.5 for April, 1947, 187.3 for April, 
1946 and 178.6 for March, 1947. 


There was a decided lack of uniformity in the sales increases for 
different sections of the country. British Columbia continued to lead 
other areas with a gain of 11 per cent in April. Stores located in the 
Maritime Provinces recorded an average increase of 8 per cent. Throughout 
the northern and western parts of Ontario sales were quite high, averaging 
10 per cent above April a year ago, but eastern Ontario merchants barely 
maintained their sales volume at last year's level. Saskatchewan alone 
among the Prairie Provinces reported lower sales this year than last, 
though increases in Manitoba and Alberta were quite moderate and a decline 
occurred in the northern section of Alberta. Quebec stores had approxi- 
mately the same volume of trade in April this year as in April, 1946. 


Percentage Change in Country General Store Sales, by Regions 


April, 1947 April, 1947 
April, 1946 April, 1946 
Rerio {Number of sunmee Number of hae Per 
aad stores Pee Region stores fs cent 
reporting ane ae reporting SRA change 
-| increase increase 
Maritime }) Manitoba: +t Led 
Provinces 1) Saskatchewans. ; 
Quebec: HT North »o0%.0 - 7.3 
South ...c,0.0 H South .o.eeo. + 0.6 
North ese ATOtA] ceocssce 44 
MoOwBi ly se ccessre Albertas 
Ontariogs H North .onese - 2.4 
BaAst 10.0.0,010 South <.0.w.0.0.8 Tee ae + 7.7 
North. 0. A TORE) seve de so 1s x6 + 3.9 
West ....0| British | 
MOG 1 evens ioe » Columbia: 411.1 
CANADA .osesol + 3.3 


(a) Change of less than 0.1 per cent. 
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